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[oil Introduction 






HADITH studies in rhc title of this bonk refer mainly to 
hadith methodology and criteria that seek to verify accuracy of the 
text and authenticity of hadith. My treatment of the hadith and its 
methodology is somewhat selective and does not propose to cover all 
of the numerous areas of this discipline; it does, nevertheless, attempt 
to cover most of the important headings of hadith studies, commonly 
known as l uliim af-kadith. A great deal of what is presented in this book 
is concerned with the methods of enquiry and principles which the 
hadith scholars have formulated for verifying the authenticity of hadith 
and accuracy of its message. "Jurisprudence of hadith" might be said 
to be an equally acceptable equivalent in English of 'ulum al-fuidttlt, 
which is, however, not usually employed in the relevant literature. 

One of the main objectives of methodology, whether in the sphere 
of hadith or other disciplines of learning, is to develop objective 
and scientific standards of enquiry and research. The purpose is to 
ensure adequate safeguards against subjectivity and error that might 
compromise reliability of the results of that enquiry. Methodological 
guidelines are particularly important to areas of research that involve 
value judgement and personal preference of the researcher, and a!so 
corami tment to certain hypotheses in research. Religion is one such 
area where development of objectivity and impartial methods are at 
once difficult and most valuable. Muslim jurists and l ufama' have 
developed elaborate methodologies for the authentication of hadith 
with tlie purpose precisely to enhance the scope of scientific objectivity 
in their i run elusions. This they have done in full awareness that in no 
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other branch of Islamic learning has there been as much distortion 
and forgery as in hadidi. 

Objective knowledge is that knowledge which is open to public 
verification, and this is held to be true, in the modern world, of 
impct'ical knowledge, which can be accessed and verified by the public. 
The Islamic perception of objectivity and objective knowledge tends 
to differ, however, in that access, experimentation and whether or 
not it is verifiable by most people are not the defining elements of 
objective knowledge, although they remain to be relevant. Objectivity 
in the Islamic context is measured by impartiality, universality and 
justice. Objective knowledge is thus knowledge that internalises these 
qualities. Impartiality, and justice in knowledge, as in many other 
domains of human achievements, are noble qualities and Islamic 
scholarship has been very much concerned with the cultivation and 
acquisition of these qualities, "Compared to many other civilizations," 
wrote Osman Bakar, "Islamic civilisation has been quite successful in 
manifesting these qualities in the different domains of knowledge,"' In 
the area of comparative religion, for example, the degree of scientific 
objectivity attained by medieval Muslim scholarship, as demonstrated, 
for example, in ai-Biruni's tenth-century study of the Indian religion, 
is yet to be surpassed. 1 Bakar elaborated that an area of knowledge is 
not considered more objective, from the Islamic viewpoint, than any 
other simply because it is verifiable by a greater number of people 
Objectivity in Islam is inseparable from the religious consciousness of 
tawh'td. Being created in the image of God, man seeks to emulate the 
divine qualities of the Creator. To be objective is, in a sense, to emulate 
God, Man is capable of objectivity because of the endowment in his 
nature of the divine qualities of impartiality and justice. Thus, there 
is "an important eonceptual relationship between scientific objectivity 
and religious consciousness,"- 1 The Islamic intellectual tradition 
recognises many levels of objective truth. Physical, mathematical and 
metaphysical truths are objective in nature. Objectivity is also possible 
in non-imperical knowledge, such as in the religious, philosophical and 
metaphysical knowledge, precisely because man is endowed with the 
higher faculties of intellectual discernment, impartiality and justice. 

Personal motives, sectarian bias, political, sehohtsiieand theological 
factors had been known, from wn cirh mm i<< h.iw prompted 






Introduction «rs> 3 

■ 

misguided individuals 10 fabricate hadith in order to advance their 
particular and partisan objectives. We also note that the twentieth- 
century scholarship on hadith that has originated in the works of some 
orientalists is no less controversial in its sweeping generalisations that 
tend to further undermine the credibility of hadith. 

Moved by an acute sense of responsibility and the desire to 
safeguard the Sunua of the Prophet, peace be on him, against prejudice 
and error, the 'ufomd' have undertaken painstaking efforts to verify 
the authenticity of hadith. Their tireless travellings and interviews, 
on a massive scale, for that purpose enabled them not only to obtain 
information on hadith, but also impressed upon ihem the difficulty 
of the challenge they faced over the endless possibilities of error in 
the accurate rendering of hadith. The methodology of hadith, or usul 
al-hatUthy that was developed as a result plays a roughly similar role 
in relation to hadith as that of the usul al-fiqh in relation to fiqh. The 
principal objective of both the usul al-fiqh and usul al-htidlth was to 
provide a set of methodological guidelines that ensured propriety in the 
exercise, in die case of usul al-fiqh, of legal reasoning and ijlihad, and in 
relation ro hadith, to ensure authenticity in the text and transmission 
of hadith. 

* 

Usui al-fiqh and usul al-haditk also overlap to some extent, with 
reference especially to the study of Sunrni and hadith, which is a 
common theme in both these disciplines. Jt is of interest to note that 
the origins of uml al-hadlth are traced back to al-Shafi'i (150-205 
AH), who is also known as the chief architect of u$u( al-fiqh,' 1 The 
solitary hadith, or al-khabar al-jvahid, was a major theme of al-Shali l Vs 
pioneering work on usul al-jiqh y the Risala^ which has by common 
acknowledgement earned him the epithet, Wastr tt(-Sunfja\ the 
champion of Sttnna. Yet it seems that neither al-Shafi'l's initial work 
on hadith, nor the methodology of usul al-Jiqh as a whole, were enough 
to finally tackle the problem over the authenticity of hadith. The hadith 
apparently represented a special case, and a separate methodology for 
it was needed to address issues that could not be adequately dealt with 
within the framework of uml al-fiqh. We do not have, for instance, a 
separate methodological discipline such as usul al-Qjtr'dn, and what 
wt hava by Wft) *>l methodology in usul ul ftqh i h at relates to the 
QiirYni is lacmed to be sufficient. There was no pressing need for 
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any elaborate methodology concerning the Qur*itt, due evidently to 
the undisputed authenticity of the text of the Qur'an, Had there been 
accurate documentation of hadith, as there is of the Qur'an, there 
would have been little reason for a separate discipline in the name of 
mill al-hadith., and usiif al-fiqh would have presumably been sufficient 
for what it offered by way of methodology on the Simna. 

It seems that methodology operates best at a level of generalisation 
which entailsa certain disassociation with particularity and individualised 
detail . This is perhaps a weakness of methodology in reference especially 
to social sciences and religion, A total preoccupation with objectivity 
and scientific method may prove to be a weakness of methodology 
in these areas. One can imagine, for cKample, that one may apply 
the rules of mui tiNuidlih and disqualify a hadith that may well be 
authentic. Conversely, it would also seem possible to authenticate a 
hadith on grounds of methodology that may, upon specific inquiry and 
research, prove to be spurious, The advice of caution that this analysis 
conveys is that one should not expect imperviable results ihrough the 
application of a certain methodology to hadith. This is another way of 
saying, perhaps, that the development of even a separate and a fairly 
rich discipline of Www al-hadlth has not eliminated all doubt over 
the question of authenticity in hadith. This may also explain perhaps 
as to why we find the methodological rules of ^uium al-hadith to be 
laden with subsidiary and exceptional rules, which might have been 
designed to make up for the possible weaknesses of the methodology 
they were applying, Is this not reflected in the fact, for instance, that the 
1 ulum al-hadlth consist of over fifty, and according to some estimates, 
close to a hundred separate branches of learning! Some K ulamd' have 
attempted to refer to all of these under the consolidated term, l llm usui 
al-hadith, or simply mul at-kadith, that is, the jurisprudence of hadith. 
Sometimes musialcth al-hadith, and 7/w dirdyat al-hadith are used as 
equivalent terms. Yet many of the leading writers on the subject such 
as aJ-Hakim al-Nlsaburi's (d. 405 H), Manjhi l Ulum al-Had'nlu and 
Abu c Amr ( Uhman b. 'Abd al-Rahman b. al-Salah's (d. 643 H) 'Ulum 
al- Hadith have retained in these terms the pluralist feature of the 
hadith sciences. Some ^tdama* of the later ages, such as Jalal al-Din 
al-SuvurJ (d, 911 H), have preferred the term 7/w dirdyat af-hatfith. 
I sat >/l inuiith is concerned wiih rcliahilii) nf the narrators of hadith 






and the subject matter of their narration, and evaluates their strengths 
and weaknesses to determine the authenticity of a reported haduh as 
being the true utterance of the Prophet. The upright character and 
retentiveness of the narrator and the authenticity at every link of the 
chain of tsrtdd are the main focus (it the scrutiny that is proposed by 
the methodology of usul al-hadith. 

Unlike the mui al-fiqh, which is consolidated well enough to be 
commonly recognised ax the legal theory of the sources, the ^ulfim al- 
hailiih is itemised and diverse - as if the ^ttiamd' have tried to combine 
the two conflicting needs of an objective methodology, which was 
provided, but then had to be sub-divided into as many divisions as 
pragmatism and concern for particularity might have dictated. This 
has, in my opinion, added to the resourcefulness of K uium ul-hudulu 
although at the expense, perhaps, of some compromise on consolidation. 
My overview of the methodology of hadith in the following pages will 
hopefully show that we are not really short of an adequate methodology 
for hadith, but there may be uncertainties as to whether it was developed 
early enough in time and was actually employed in a holistic manner to 
deliver its desired results. The present study does not seek to address 
every aspect of the methodology of t utvm at-hadiiiu but attempts 
instead to present its most important features. 

I begin this presentation with the reception and delivery {tahammul 
nut ada') of hadith, to be followed in the succeeding two sections by 
the compilation of hadith and methods that were employed in the 
documentation of hadith from early times. Section four expounds 
hadith literature and introduces the major hadith collections, which is 
lol lowed in turn by a discussion of the biographies of hadith transmitters 
(Him tartkh ai-ruwat), and then a section on hadith terminology, or 
mutfalah ui-hadith. Section seven addresses the subject of forgery 
in friKltth {mitf al-hadith), which is followed, in the next section, by 
impugnment and validation {al-j&rh ma'l-ta''dll). This last is mainly 
i in rnied with hadith criticism and methods that the ^uiuttuV have 
apptici in expose weaknesses in both the transmission and subject 
matter of haduh The dlscttsfton over the criticism of hndith is then 
■ HniiHird, in sections nine and ten, under ihc two separate headings 
">' Hat tit txtdith (hidden defect* ni hadnlO and nMh (concealment). 

I In hi ilowfled diseiissiuii of these two flumes lh.il is attempted Ills 
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in well with the main purpose of this study, which is ro provide some 
insight into how the ^ilama 1 have developed their resources in order 
to preserve and safeguard the authenticity of hadith. This is followed 
in the next four sections hy mukhtalij at-hadith (conflict in hadith), y ilm 
gharlb ai-kadtth (unfamiliar expressions in hadith), ai-mhikh wa'l- 
mamiikh JVI-hadith (the abrogator and abrogated in hadith), and ziyadai 
at-thiqat (additions to hadith by reliable narrators), respectively. 

Sections hfteen to eighteen expound the various classifications of 
hadith. The discussion here looks into classification of hadith into the 
three categories of Sound (Sahth), Fair (Hasan)* and Weak (Da*!/), the 
criteria of this classification, and how it relates to other classifications 
of hadith which are reviewed in the succeeding two sections. The next 
chapter addresses the subject of confirmation and follow-up (al-Mutabi 1 
waH-Shukid) especially of ahddttk (pi. ol" hadith) that are transmitted by 
a single narrator and in need therefore of confirmation in order to be 
accepted. This is followed in the succeeding section by the prerequisites 
of authenticity that must be met by every hadith that constitutes a valid 
basis of judgement, The discussion here reviews qualifications of the 
narrators of hadith, conditions that must be fulfilled by a valid chain 
of transmission (imad) and those that must be met by the text {matn) 
of hadith. The book ends with a conclusion and a review of modern 
reformist opinion on some new projects that nttd to be undertaken 
in order to purify the existing hadith literature from doubtful and 
unwarranted accretions. 

*Ulum al-hadiih is basically concerned with methods and principles 
that ascertain the conditions of transmission and text {samd wa main) 
of hadith from the two perspectives of narration {riwaya) and meaning 
(dimya). The former is concerned with ensuring authenticity at the 
source and accuracy in the transmission and reporting of hadith so 
as to prevent distorcion and error, deliberate or otherwise, in hadith 
transmission. The l iim al-diraya is chiefly concerned, on the other 
hand, with the accuracy of the text of hadith by paying attention to 
all the nuances of the language and purpose of the text as well as any 
ruling it might contain. There is a greater scope in this part for the 
jurist andjfo/i/j in regard to the deduction of the rules of Skari'a from 
the language of hadith, whereas the V/w al-nivdya may be said to be the 
i em mainly of ilic tradirionisi, or muJutddith, YcM these rwo ;ispectK 



of the hadith sciences cannot be meaningfully separated from one 
another. Both are equally important in gaining knowledge of the Smna 
and the rules of Shari'a that it contains. Some of the branches of uiUm 
iil-hadUh that are concerned mainly with the transmission {riipaya) 
and look more into the isttdd are t ilm tdrtkh al-ruwat (biographies), 
Him al-jarh wa'l-ta^dil (impugnment and validation), confirmation and 
follow-up {al-mutabi* wa^-shahitt) and branches that focus on the exact 
identification of the narrator. Four other branches of hadith sciences 
that relate more closely to the text or matn of hadith are %hn gharih 
al-hadith (unfamiliar expressions in hadith), V/w tnukhtalif al-hadltk 
(conflict in hadith), additional segments in hadith (ziydddt al-thiqdt) 
and V/w ai-ndsikh wa'l-mcmsukh (abrogation in hadith). Certain other 
branches of hadith such as Htal al-kadith and tadlh (subtle defects in 
hadith) may equally relate to transmission and text, 

Most of the numerous branches of ^uiiim at-hadlth are basically 
concerned with the precise identification of the narrators of hadith 
and draw attention to the endless possibilities of error thai can occur 
in the isndd or the matn of hadith. I do not propose to give a detailed 
to count of all of these but merely to provide an inkling thereof and 
i hen move on to focus on our selected topics. 

A branch of the hadith studies is thus entitled as knowledge of 
the localities and domicile of hadith narrators {tnarifal anHdn al-ntmdt 
wa butdd-nihitri) and stresses the theme that identifying the place of 

-idence, village and town wherein the particular narrator has lived 
and l he exact place where he received the hadith from his immediate 

lirce enhances the reliability of isndd. The first two generations of 
narrators of hadith, namely the Companions (Sahdba) % and the Followers 
i'fTthi'in), are each the subject of a separate branch of hadith sciences, 
know u as ma^rijut ai-sakdba, and ma^rifat al-iabi*m+ and a third branch 
"'a uses on the senior and junior figures, namely, ntu'nfat al-akdbir min 
at asapthir in every generation. Some hadith narrators are known by 
different names and this can give rise to error and confusion; hence a 
branch <»f hadith sciences is devoted exclusively to the knowledge of 

wh(t are known by different names {nut it fat man dhukira bi-tistnd 1 

muHita/iJa) This is not just i function of the fact that ArnbiY nam 
tilim i niisisi til lonn scries iii attributions to father, son, mother, ttt 
'•in il ' that \n 11 names nn I 11.11 ind appellations were m urn 1 rime* 
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used by those who might have known the individual narrator by any 
of his other attributes or names, 5 

Another branch of hadith sciences, known as marifat al-mutalif 
ma'l-mukhtaiif min al-asma" ma 1-amdb (knowledge of the look-alike but 
different names and genealogies) discusses names which are written 
similarly but pronounced differently. There are numerous names of 
this type, so much so that some have written individual works on the 
subject. Names such as Salam and Sal lam, 'Um&ra and Imara, Kurayz 
and Rariz, Safr and Safar, etc., are written similarly in the Arabic script 
and text which may or may not provide the vowclling and declensions 
of words; and most often they are not given, hence the possibility of 
confusion of one name or narrator for another. 4 Resembling this last 
branch of hadith sciences, there is yet another branch of hadith which 
addresses hadith narrators that had identical names and could easily be 
confused with one another. There were, for example, no less than six 
hadith narrators by the name Khali! ibn Ahmad, and four Ahmad b. Ja*far 
b. Hamdan, all of whom lived in the same generation, and many other 
cases of this kind. These have been isolated and identified by reference 
to other indicators such as the father's name, locality, reachers and 
disciples of the narrator in question, etc. This branch of hadith studies 
is known as ma^nfat ai-muitqfuj iva'l-mnfuiriq win ul-asmd* tpa'i-ansdh, 
on which al-Khatib al-Baghdadi has written a book bearing the title Al- 
Mutiafiq wal-Muftariq (concordant and discordant). A still related area 
of hadith studies is known as ma^rifat ai-muhhamilt (knowledge of the 
obscure) and it is devoted to clarifying obscure references to individuals 
that occur in some ahadith. Phrases such as "a man asked the &9£hfjt* 11 
or "a woman asked a question ..." are ambiguous, but the individuals 
involved have often been identified by the researchers. 7 Instances have 
also been noted in hadith of names which are not as they might appear 
to be, and hadith scholars have often supplied the explanation so as to 
prevent confusion. For example Abu Mas'ud al-Badri 'Uqba b, \Amr 
is a Companion who has actually not witnessed nor participated in the 
Battle of Bade, as the name might suggest. Sulayman b. Tarkhan al- 
Taymi is not a member of the Taym tribe although the name might 
suggest so. Tills kind of information on hadith transmitters is studied 
in ma^rifat al-tmsdh ai-lati hatmuha 'aht khilaf zuhirihd (knowledge of 
geneologies whose appearance is contrary to what ihc\ actually aroj, 1 



Although the genesis of K uium al-hadith can historically be traced 
to the Prophetic period, it is basically after that period, that is, after the 
demise of the Prophet, peace be upon him, when his followers began to 
verify, collect, and compile his sayings and reports of his activities/The 
purpose naturally was accurate recording, retention and transmission 
of the Sunna of the Prophet. It is quite normal in this pattern of 
development to expect that collection and documentation of hadith 
preceded the development of methodology for its authentification. For 
rules of methodology and procedure often emerge long after the subject 
matter which they seek to regulate. The rudiments of the methodology 
of hadith were initially practised by the Companions and Followers 
without any attempt on their part to articulate them, and it was 
scholars of the subsequent generations that formulated the methods 
of admissibility 7 of hadith transmission and criteria that were to be mei 
b) the transmitters. These early inroads in hadith methodology were 
i inched through the cumulative efforts of generations of scholars until 
it became an independent field and discipline of Islamic learning. 

The ^ulama paid more attention to the development of methodology 

.iikI reliability of hadith transmitters after the incidence of political 

turmoil ifitna) in the community. Ibn Shihab al-Zuhrfs (d. 120 H) 

a i irk provided wider scope for hadith methodology and Imam al-Shafi K \ 

(il. 205) paid more attention to it in his major works Al-Rtmla and Al- 

Umm. Bui major developments in hadith methodology took place in 

the third century and c Ali al-Madlnl (d. 233) was the first to write on 

i lie- subject. But even so, writing on u$ul ai-iui4ith was piecemeal and 

rudimentary during much of the third century. They were less than 

mprehensive and did not address all aspects of hadith methodology. 

I he main Focus continued to be on documentation of hadith while 

leading compilers of hadith also addressed methodological issues such 

I In* mi Muslim in the introductory section of his Sahth Muslim, 

.mil ill Tirmidhi in the concluding parr of his Sun&n at-Tirmidhi, 

\\ Itiikkin and al-Nasa'i wrote separate works each bearing the title 

Kit&b ul l)n*iijti' that discussed weak and unreliable transmitters, Ibn 

ill d\ (U. 230 I I) Kit iih al-TabtitfiJt ul-Kubnl provided much detail on 

biographies ol rmdlih transmitters and a more specialised work on this 

i i ' writl VbQ H i l>. Ilihhan al Busti (d. 354) bearing 

il« i lit. tsti.tb ,tl I ., <n which I". 'tnls discussed the most reliable 
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transmitters {at-thiqat). These works are known to have laid down 
basic methodological guidelines on reliable and spurious haditk. The 
methodological contents of these works were later isolated, enhanced 
and consolidated in more specialised works by the l ula-ma'oH the fourth 
century, Thus came the work of al-Qadi Abu Muhammad al-Hasan 
al-Ramhurmuzi (d. 360 H), Al-Muhdtlh af-Fdsil Bayn al-Ram wa'f- 
Wa\ % which consolidated much of the development hitherto achieved 
in hadith methodology, but it still fell short, as Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani 
(d. 852 H) later observed, of addressing all aspects of usul al-hattitk. 
The main feature of this work was to bring together and consolidate 
aspects of usul aNmdlth which were individually addressed before. The 
next landmark work was thai of al-Hakim Ami ( Abd Allah al-Nisaburi 
(d. 405 H), Mu'rijat ' Ulum ai-Hadith which was comprehensive and 
discussed some fifty branches of hadith sciences, and yet according 
to Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, it ts poorly consolidated and less than all- 
inclusive. Then came the two works of al-Khatlb Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
(d. 463 H), entitled Al-Kijuya ft Ma K nfat Usui 7/m al-Riwdya, and Al~ 
Jatm H-Adah al-Shaykh wa'f-Sdmi* on the correct methods of hadith 
narration, and then many more works to follow. Abu 'Amr ^Uthman b. 
( Abd al-Rahman al-Shahrazuri's, also known as Ibn al-Salah (d. 643 H) 
< Ulum al-Hadltk has been widely acclaimed and has remained a work of 
reference on the subject.' 'I mad al-Din Ismail Ibn Ka thirds (d. 774 H) 
Al-Baith al-Haihuh ihl Ma^rifat Wlum al-Hadtth is another work of 
repute on the subject, which has in many ways supplemented and taken 
a step further the work of his predecessor, Ibn al-Salah. Some aspects 
of usul at-hadtth that were of obvious importance to the subject, such 
as the science of impugnment and validation (V/wi al-jarh Tvu'f-ta'dlt) 
were addressed at an early stage by leading figures such as Yahya b. 
Ma 'in (d. 233 H) and Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) and others, 
as will later be elaborated in the relevant parts of this work. Our study 
of V/?w ai-Hudlth may thus begin with introductory information on 
the reception and delivery {tahammu! wa add') of hadith as follows. 
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IT is reported thai the Prophet used to speak To his audience 
clearly and elaborated or repeated his point whenever he doubted the 
reception and understanding of his audience. Sometimes he asked his 
Companions to repeat his message, or he asked them a question to 
alert them as to the accuracy of their reception. 'A'isha al-Siddiqa has 
been quoted to have said that "the Prophet, peace be on him, did not 
summarise his speech ... and he spoke in a way that if one were to count 
his words, they could be counted." 1 She has also been quoted to the 
effeer that "whenever she did not hear anything (that the Prophet had 
said) she went hack over it until she clarified and understood it.*" 

Anas Ibn Malik has also been quoted to have said that "when 
the Prophet gave saidm (greeting) to anyone he (often) said it three 
times and when he spoke a word he repeated it three times until ii 
was understood.""' 

The Prophet did not, however, expatiate in speech and did not 
speak without need, but when he spoke, according to reports, he used 
i Ik* whole of his mouth rather than lips only. He would diversify his 
theme so as to keep the interest of his audience. He also conveyed his 
purpose sometimes through practical illustration. His Companions saw 
themselves as recipients of his teachings and carriers of his message. To 
ihis effect \A.bd Allah b. Mas'ud is quoted to have said that "when a 
man from among us was taught ten verses {dydt) of the Qur'an, he did 
mm !'n further until he understood their meaning and manner of action 
upon thum."' The Companions noted h*i theh Mgerm-ss i«> 

i» i'<seui in the Prophet 1 company and learn from him 'I'uiur b« 
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al-Khattab thus went on record to say that "1 and a neighbour of mine 
from Banu Ummaya b. Zayd used to take turns in attending sessions 
with the Messenger of God, He would attend one day and I the next 
and then we informed one another of the events of the day and any 
new revelation that might have been communicated.*" 

Hadith scholars have specified certain conditions that must be met 
by anyone who receives and carries the hadith and then delivers and 
transmits it to others. These conditions arc basically concerned with 
the legal capacity of the receivers and transmitters of hadlth. 

One who receives the hadith must be a discerning person who 
has attained an ape that enables him to listen to and retain the hadith 
and convey it to others. The precise age is a subject of disagreement 
hut the legal capacity of a receiver of hadith is known to be different 
to legal capacity for purposes of civil and commercial transactions. A 
discerning child of seven, and according to some t five, years of age may 
not be capable of concluding a transaction or contract and yet may be 
able to comprehend what he hears and retain it or even transmit it to 
others. Many have specified that the child should be able to understand 
speech addressed to him and be able to give an answer. The child in 
question may write what he hears or may not and the 'ufamii' have not 
specified any particular age for purposes of writing.* 

The Companions and others have thus accepted the hadith 
transmitted by Mahmtid b. al-RabT l who said: 7 

When 1 was a boy of five, I remember, the Prophet, pence be on 
him, took water from n bucket {used for drawing water out of a well) 
with his mouth and threw it on my face. 

The question as to whether a disbeliever {kiijir) is qualified to be a 
recipient and carrier of hadith is answered in the affirmative provided 
that he is a Muslim when he transmits the hadith to others. A kaftr is 
thus qualified to receive hadith but not to transmit, it. To accept hadith 
transmitted by a disbeliever would mean that Muslims are bound by 
his report thai consequently becomes a part of their religion, which 
is unacceptable. 

One who transmits hadith must also be a person of just character 
( W/). Possession of just character or l adala y although often linked with 
observance of religious duties, avoidance of major sins, some particularly 
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degrading minor sins or even profanities that are not necessarily sinful 
yet degrading, such as the company of corrupt persons, indulgence 
in demeaning jokes, etc. Yet l addia is a holistic attribute of character 
which inspires confidence in the truth, uprightness and reliability of a 
person. This is a question of integrity, honesty and taqnul that people 
are often known either to have it or not. 

And lastly the transmitter of hadith must have a retentive memory 
{al-dabt) which means that he was alert and attentive when receiving 
ihe hadith and retained it with due diligence as to its accuracy from the 
time of reception until delivery and transmission. A person of sound 
memory that is able, with or without the aid of writing, to ensure 
the Integrity of hadith against error, distortion and change is usually 
qualified as retentive [dalrit). The quality of rctcntiveness is also known 
by virtue of the fact that a person's speech is in agreement with the 
H ork of those who are known to be upright and retentive. An occasional 
discrepancy or disagreement is of no consequence provided that the 
general calibre and purpose of one's work is agreeable when compared 
to the works of recognised and reliable transmitters. If instances of 
conflict and discordance are frequent, the quality of dabt will be 
difficult to establish." 

Transmission of hadith is consequently not accepted from a 
person who fails to fultil the nve conditions of add" which arc Islam, 
majority, sound intellect, just character and rctcntiveness - whereas 
chore is basically one precondition of reception {takammul) which is 
inicllectual discernment {at-tamyiz). We now turn to the methods of 
reception (tahammul) and those of delivery (add') of hadith which are 
iiarately discussed as follows. 

Methods of Reception {al-Akhdk wal-Tahammul) 

The transmitter of hadith is likely to have received the hadith in any 
ul the following ways which the hadith scholars have identified in an 
mi, In of decreasing scale of reliability. But before reviewing these 
methods, it should he noted that the) were applicable in earlier times, 
thill r. before the documentation of hadith in reliable collections by 
Mich .<linl.il, .1. il liiilvliitti and Muslim. Tin methods ol reeeivinj! 
li.nlilh ill i d (fCUtfic* I below effci M\el\ ccawd i<i appt\ iil'lei ihc 
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compilation of ul-sihah al-sitta, the six sound collections of hadith. 
Nowadays we simply receive the hadith Through the written records of 
hadith by learned men who made the effort of verifying and recording 
the hadith with diligence Hnd care to ensure that they only recorded 
hadith from transmitters whom they verified as upright and reliable. 
Ever since the availability of these highly acclaimed collections, scholars 
and students in search of hadith simply locate the hadith in these 
sources and refer to it, and they do not, on the whole, need to verify 
reliability of the chain of transmission and text of the hadith, nor do 
they need normally to refer to the various other aspects of the hadith 
methodology. But this facility was not available prior to the compilation 
of the major collections of hadith. Because of the existence, in early 
times, of doubtful and fabricated matter into die genera] body of hulith, 
transmitters of hadith were required to specify as to how exactly did 
they receive it themselves. Was il through direct hearing {$i-tim&% 
which is regarded to be the most reliable of all methods, or some other 
manner of reception? This information was necessary for the scholars 
of hadith to enable them to evaluate the grades of reliability of the 
hadith they were recording in their collections. The eight methods of 
reception that are known to hadith methodology are as follows. 

1 . Direct hearing (ai-$ama K ): The recipient of hadith according 
to this method has received the hadith through direct hearing of the 
hadith from a teacher, or a shaykh^ who has recited it either from 
memory or from a written record. Hie teacher in this case is most likely 
to be someone in the generations following that of the Companions, 
simply because hadith verification and transmission through accurate 
recitation and recording actually started after that time. When a 
Companion narrated hadith from the Prophet, he or she was not 
normally faced with the question of how he or she actually received 
it from the Prophet. Although the question is not irrelevant and even 
the Companions have often indicated the occasion or context in which 
they heard the Prophet saying something or approving a particular act 
or conduct, since there were basically no intermediate links or contacts 
involved, questions were not asked as to the manner of taiumimui and 
add 9 (reception and delivery) of hadith. These methods were identified 
basically through the development of hatlilh sohoJttmrrip and emergence 
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qf learned men of hadith who taught hadith to a circle of disciples 
11 rid it was through this teaching that the disciples became qualified to 
1 1 msmir the hadith down the line of isndd. The disciple who received 
i lie hadith may have heard and written it down at the time of hearing, 
&j wrote it afterwards, If he was the only one present, he would be 
likely to transmit the hadith by the word samVtu (I heard so and 
..) or haddatham (so and so spoke to me), or akhhararii or utiba'atn 
(so and so informed me), Direct hearing when indicated by the use of 
ihcse expressions ranks highest on the scale of reliability as it inspires 
confidence in the accuracy of the message that was received in the 
first place, if there were more people present, or when the disciple 
tyas in a group of other disciples, he would be in a position to use 
I lie plural form of these terms in each ease by saying, for example, 
that 'we heard', Ml was reported to us', 'we were informed' (sami'ndy 
haddathana, akhharaim^ anbaanu) and so forth. The hadith scholars 
usually required the transmitter nor to use the plural term if he heard 
it alone from his teacher and to specify carefully if the use of the plural 
term was justified, and also to mention those who heard it together 
ith him.* 

According to a variant opinion, the plural terms 'huddatkand' and 
UthhharamV are in a sense preferable to 'sumflu in that they convey a 
deliberate and purposeful address whereas ^mnCtu does not integrate 
that sense of deliberate address by the teacher to the disciple. Be that 
it may, direct hearing in the singular <is still considered stronger, 
inetimes familiarity and practice may take the place of some verbal 
i - pressions. Most of the reports from Jbn Jurayj, for instance, simply 
quote him by the expression ^dla Ibn Jurayj* (Ibn Jurayj said} as it was 
known of Ibn Jurayj that he did not narrate anything without directly 
hearing it himself in the first place.' 
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2. Recitation or Rehearsal {al-QinVa i uta'i-Shaykh). The disciple 
in this case reads back to the $haykk s from memory or record, the 
hadith which he has known from \i\s shaykh or someone else, and wants 
the shaykh to verij ) it* ft curacy. This method, which is also known as 

iitd, requires thai the reader comprehends what he reads and the 
slut alt ii and owaki .> • ■ m l» ,il»l< eo si»"i any error Or distortion 

in the i- Im ,h „il i I ho then trunsmii th< ludiih is likely to 
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use a phrase such as *I read to the shaykh who was listening 1 {qara'tu 
^a&l-shaykh ma hwvu yas?na*u) or if someone else from those present 
reports it, he may say *this was read to the shaykh who was listening' 
{quria x ala > l-shaykh wu huma yama^u) or such similar expressions that 
must, however, indicate the element of recitation or qiraa therein to 
distinguish it from al-sama 1 . 11 

There is disagreement as to the relative strength of this method 
compared to direct hearing. According to an opinion which is attributed 
to Imam Abu Hanifa, recitation is stronger than hearing as there is 
an dement of repetition and endorsement therein. Imam Malik has 
considered them to be equal and this is said to be the position generally 
of the scholars of Hijaz, and KGfa including Imam al-Bukhari. Having 
reviewed these variant views, Ibn aUSalah wrote that the correct 
position is that direct hearing still remains the stronger of the two 
methods. 11 

As for the actual terms used by the disciple, the clearest expression 
to convey qird'a is "qara'tu K aldfutdn y ' > (I read this to so and so) or if 
by a third party to say "quri'a *ala fniiin wa and asma^u" (this was 
read to so and so and I heard it). The question as to whether the 
words ''kaddaihand-' and ''akhbaramV may be acceptable substitutes to 
rehearsal and recitation has received much attention. Some accept 
these as substitutes and others do not. There are also those who accept 
i akhbarand > as a valid substitute but not i haddathana > . The *uiamd f of 
hadith do not accept either as valid substitutes. Then it is stated that 
'akkbarand' may be accepted as a valid substitute if the recipients are 
actually in the plural. It is also noted> rightly perhaps, that no recitation 
or qirfia can be valid, whatever the terms, without direct hearing by 
the teacher who actually paid attention when his disciple was reciting 
the hadith to him. 1,1 

3. Permission (al-ljdza), This is when the teacher or shaykh 
grants permission to one or more persons to transmit from him hadith 
in a specified or unspecified context even without direct hearing or 
recitation. The 'ulumd' of hadith are known to have employed this 
method with their disciples and the ijaza so granted was equivalent 
to a licence that they gave usually to persons they trusted. Of the 
various types of ijdza that are known to u$Bl <tt hnii'ith, two types are 
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valid, and two have been rejected. The two valid forms of ijdza are 
firstly, permission granted to a specified person over something that is 
also specified; for instance, when a teacher or shaykh says to one of his 
distinguished disciples "I permit you to transmit from me the contents 
of this book, manuscript, or books," which arc so specified. Secondly, 
where permission is granted by a teacher to his trusted disciple to 
transmit from him hadith on a subject or subjects which the teacher 
has nor specified. The Arabic particle **#»' (from) which frequently 
appears in the isndd of many prophetic reports of hadith is taken to 
actually mean a grant of permission to the narrator by his immediate 
source, or shaykV* 

The two types of ijdza that are invalid are, firstly, of a specified 
subject matter to an unspecified person or persons, when the teacher 
says, for instance, that "1 permit the Muslims or the people of Madina 
in respect of such and such". Secondly, permission to unspecified 
persons concerning an unspecified subject matter. When the teacher 
ys, for example, that "I permit anyone who wishes to report from 
me whatever I have said". These expressions are deemed to be too 
vague to qualify as ijdza. As a method, ijdza is known to have been 
tinted by teachers of hadith to their trusted disciples over hadith or 
hadiths which are specified individually rather than by collection or 
MjlumeJ 5 

Hadith scholars have debated the basic validity of ijdza and many 
in the Shan't school, including the Imam himself and AmVt-Hasan 
,il (Vlawardi do not consider it as a valid method. It is thus said to 
Ik* invalid to narrate a hadith which has not been heard from the 
1 1 .ii her and shaykh, who merely grants permission without actually 
'tiouncing the subject matter of that permission. It is Hke the teacher 
■■ l ling his disciple that "I permit you to narrate from me what you 
have nut heard," which should be avoided. 16 The general position on 
1 iii., however, remains to be affirmative provided that there is adequate 

<n indication between the teacher and disciple. Some \tiamd\ such 

I the Malikt jurisr Abu*l-Walid al-HajT, have gone so far as saying that 
iip " r . nrral consensus (ijmd) on the basic validity of ijdza. 17 

I i i tain <>l'h< r types of ija-.it have ;ilso been held to be invalid and 

thi . Includes i/a <> p. run ted to d child, and CO 1 ffl tflOft who does not 

ii > I in . is In i utise tf in the nature ni wakila (>■ ■ m v) which 
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requires that the wakll be a competent person and a child does not 
qualify. Similarly, if a hadlth teacher addresses someone in such terms 
that "1 grant you and your children and grandchildren that may come 
after you permission to narrate from me ..." since this type of ijdza 
concerns a person who is yet to be bom the correct view here is that it 
is null and void. If ijdza is in the nature ofwakdfa, it is necessary that 
the wak'd is a living person and also competent to be a wakil. No ijdza 
is therefore valid to a non-existing person. Imam Malik is reported to 
have said that ijdza is not valid unless the person to whom it is granted 
is skilful and that the subject matter of ijdza is also clearly identified. 
To this Ibn at-Salah adds that the teacher should actually grant it in 
his words and not simply in writing, ijdza in writing is still valid but 
weaker than the one that is accompanied by verbal pronouncement. 1 * 

4. Presentation {al-Mundwala). This is when the teacher/sfo/j'M 
presents to his disciple his own manuscript and record of what he 
himself has originally received from his source and tells him that 
"these are what L have heard or received from so and so." This may 
be combined with permission (ijdza) for the disciple to transmit what 
the teacher gives him. The teacher may thus add "you may narrate it 
from me, or I grant you permission to narrate it from me." Sometimes 
it is the disciple who places in the hands of his shaykh a collection of 
what his shaykh has actually taught him and the shaykh verifies it to be 
correct, and returns it and grants him permission to narrate it. This is 
sometimes known as l ard al-?nundwala. Aiundmala that is accompanied 
by ijdza is regarded to be superior than the one where the teacher has 
not specified his permission, although both forms have in principle 
been validated.'* Verification by the teacher is important and absence 
thereof vitiates the mundwala. Thus if a disciple approaches his teacher 
and shows him a book in two covers, saying that '"this is based on 
your teaching and I seek your permission for mv to narrate it," and 
the teacher then replies in the affirmative without actually verifying 
the contents of the work - this is not valid unless the disciple is a 
trusted and qualified person and the teacher acts from a position of 
confidence and trust.- 11 Some ^ularnd' have also disputed the valid ii\ 
of a mundwala which is not accompanied by a grain of permission* or 
ijdza, saying that it remains doubtful and dttfl not validate narration of 
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hadith. Although munawala without ijdza is regarded as a weak form of 
munawala, the position stilt remains that it does provide a valid basis 
for narration of hadith especially when there is a relationship of trust 
between the teacher and disciple. 

5. Correspondence {al-Mukaiaba). This is when the hadith teacher 
writes the hadith in his own handwriting, or asks someone else to write 
ii, and then hands it over or sends it personally to his disciple with 
.ipprova! for the latter to transmit what the teacher wrote. This may or 
may not be accompanied with permission, The former variety is more 
reliable but the latter is also accepted. When there is permission and 
hand-over of written hadith, it is equivalent to munawala. It is also 
preferable that the written material is in the teacher's own handwriting, 
and if it is written by someone else the teacher should specify to the 
i effect that his message was conveyed in so and so's handwriting. One 
i ilt en finds instances of mukataha in the writings of hadith scholars to 
• in.' effect that "so and so wrote to me, or informed me ...". When this 
is said, it is most likely to be espoused with permission, even if the 
Word permission or ijiza is not explicitly employed. 

Critics have expressed reservations, however, in saying that the 
handwriting of one person sometimes resembles that of another and 
mukataha should not therefore be seen as a reliable method of hadith 
tuinsmission. But this is considered to be a weak opinion and generally 
n ts said that confusion due to close resemblance is not expected to 
hi* frequent. Some have even held> and rightly so, that mukataha 
n li is accompanied by permission is equivalent to munawala that 
u nmpanied by permission, and that it is one of the most reliable 
methods of reception and transmission of hadith/' 

6. Declaration (al-l*lam). This is when the teacher merely declares 
in his disciple that kt this hadith or collection thereof is what J have 
hi ml from so and so, or I received it from so and so" without saying 

thin as to grant of permission for the disciple to transmit it. But 

ii so, it is said lhal permission of this nature is implied in the 

|i i trillion and the disciple is consequently allowed to transmit it to 

uiIk i . I k ma} not, however, transmit in the event where the icueher 

i dually asks him nol io transmit n Thus if ihe i cat her declares in 
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his disciple what he has received from a valid source and then asks him 
in the meantime not to transmit it, he should not transmit. According 
tq a variant opinion, however, the disciple may transmit it nevertheless. 
This opinion is based on an analogy between hadith reporting {mvaya) 
and testimony {shahdda). Once a witness declares something, he can no 
longer control, allow or disallow others as to whether they transmit it 
or not. In response to this it is said that testimony ls given in a court or 
a judicial tribunal (majlis af-huhn) and it differs from hadith reporting 
in this respect The hadith teacher can, in other words, disallow his 
disciple from transmitting what he has declared to hinv- 

7. Bequest (aI-Wadyy&). This is rather a rare method of hadith 
transmission. What it ob% r iously means is that a hadith teacher leaves 
instructions upon departing on a journey or at the time of death 
addressed to someone asking him to transmit the contents of a particular 
colleetion or book from him. This is the weakest method of tafia tumul 
and many have advised against its admissibility, There is a difference, 
however, between chis and a simple bequest of a book to someone 
which is not accompanied by permission to transmit its contents. For 
tins would only transfer ownership of the book to the legatee, which 
is a different matter to hadith transmission. It is as if to say that when 
the aurhor bequests his book to someone, he does not necessarily assign 
his copyright to that person/* 

8, Finding {al-Wijada)» This is where a person finds hadith in the 
handwriting of his teacher or under his instruction which he has not 
heard from his teacher. The one who has found the materials may then 
transmit them to others provided that he recognises the handwriting 
of his teacher, or when he is assured of the reliability of his finding, 
He may then speak about it and say, for example, that "I found this 
in so and so's handwriting 1 ' or thai u so and so said in his book •■.." or 
something similar to thar effect- The Mmnad of Imam Ibn Hanhal 
contains many hadith reports which have been recorded by l Abd Allah 
b. Hanbal in such words that % found in my father's handwriting .„" 
and then states the hadith in question. Thus it was only proper for him 
to say so and it would not have been eorreel if he tnmsmihed hadith 
dimih hum Ins liithrr, but hi s.is ih.u he ImiiikI II in his father's 
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collection. Direct reporting in that situation would amount to a form 
of tad&i" 

As a method of tahammul, wijada is rather rare in the works Oi ili< 
early writers and transmitters of hadith and some K ulama of l,uulrth 
and jurists of the Maliki school have considered it impcrmiKtiil>i< id 
transmit hadith on its basis. However, it is probably the most common 
form of tahammul now as it has been ever since the documental ion tin .1 
large scale of hadith in the third century hijra. Most people nowiul 
find a hadith in one of the reliable collections and ijuote it while 
mentioning the source where they found the hadith. This is possible 
partly due to the reliability of the major compilations of hadith which 
widely known as the best receptacles of hadith from where tit quote 
and transmit the hadith by students and scholars alike. w 

In conclusion it may be said that hadith transmitters an tequit 
to transmit hadith in words that are indicative of the manner in whii li 
l hey received it. Thus, when the transmitter had heard the h.uliih 
directly from his immediate source, he is expected to use wool iu'h 
as '1 heard, wc heard' {mnii^u, sami'ttd) and not, as it were, thai 
.11 1 J so said {qala), or 'mentioned to me' {dlmkara li) and tin It 
these are vague and would cast doubt on the facts of direct hearing li 

1 ,»lso rare for hadith teachers to use such particles as 'aft 1 (from I ) 

in i he case of direct hearing as it would cause confusion. 

Similarly a transmitter who received the hadith from Ilia source 
through qiriVa (reading or rehearsal) should use words thai convey 
his manner of reception such as 'I read this to so and so" 01 'it wax 
read to so and so while I was listening', or expressions which <■■"•■• 

: purpose. Similarly when the transmitter has received the Ijatltili 
through munamala or ijdza or correspondence, the words he U4H in 
emitting the hadith should make a reference to them, h is . *. m 
more important to mention the source where one Muds tin Judith ill 
Ihi i ase of wijada (finding) and avoid using terms ih;it would . ,i i 
tiiiuhi between this and other varieties <*{' taftuwHtul.' 



In 



[ 03 ] Documentation of Hadith - 
Early Developments 



IT is generally known that the Prophet, peace he on him, 
discouraged documentation of his own sayings and Sunna at the early 
stages of his mission in order to preserve the purity of the Qur'an and 
prevent the possibility of confusion between the Qur'an and his Sunnu, 
The Prophet is thus reported to have said to his Companions: "Do 
not write what T say. Anyone who has written from me anything other 
than the Qur*an, let him biot it out. You may speak about me and there 
is no objection to that, but one who attributes a lie to me deliberately 
should prepare himself for a place in Hell.'" 

Many of the leading Companions including 'Umar b» al-Khattab, 
( Abd Allah b. Mas'ud, Zayd b. Thabit, Abu Musa al-Ash'ari, and Abu 
Sa'id al-Khudri were against the writing of hadith whereas *Ali b. 
Abi Talib, his son, al-Hasan, Anas b. Malik, l Abd Allah b. *Amr b. 
al-'As considered it to be permissible. Some among this latter group 
also wrote what they heard of the Prophet's sayings for their own 
collections. There are also reports thai during the latter part of his 
mission, that is, at a time when much of the Qur'anie text had airendy 
been documented, the Prophet responded positively to the request of 
some of his Companions to write his sayings. By the time when most 
of the Qur'an was received, memorised tad documented, the Prophet 
permitted document at ion of hi* Sttnmt and addrftffttd the < "inpiinions 
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in "'preserve knowledge through writing."' 1 Me also employed l Ik 
prisoners of war after the Battle of Badr to teach basic writing and 
literacy to the Muslim children and even accepted this as ransom lor 
their eventual release. This also confirms that there were more writer! 
in Makka than there were in Madina. Some have in fact noted EtW 
[here was a severe shortage of writers in Madina. This may also explain 
the fact that the Masjid al-Nabi in Madina combined a mosque and i 
literacy school for early Muslims. Some commentators have drawn (he 
conclusion thai prohibition of the writing of hadith was actually mi .mi 
to prevent the writing of the Quran and the Sumta indisiingumhdbl) 

(m the same page or collection bui that writing vvasoihcrwi • i tod 

if the two were clearly separated. 1 There is also the opinion thai the 
initial prohibition of writing the Sunna was subsequent l> mi asid< ami 
abrogated by the Prophet himself Some support for this am be found 
in the practice of the Companions who actually wrote hadii h with tl 
explicit permission of the Prophet.' This opinion has, however, be* •> 
disputed by those who noted that the prohibitive position concerning 
(he writing of hadith was practised and observed b\ the < lornpanion 
lor quite a long time and it may therefore be inaccurate to *uv I hat ll 
was abrogated. The more likely interpretation that can Combine ih< • 
various positions might therefore be that the original prohibition wan 
the general (*ditwi) ruling of hadith and the permission that the Prophet 

nbsequently granted to some of his Companions like \i"« •■ n. ml 

Vbd Allah b. l Amr, b. al-'As was specific and given for pariu ulai 
reasons. Abu Shah al-Yamani was weak of memory but was cngct to 

• ;iin the hadith so he told the Prophet about it and the Prophi i 

n piied "seek the help of your right hand'-. 4 Abd Allah was a literary 

ire who was well read in Arabic, had some knowledge of Aiwynan, 

ii*l was considered a reliable writer to documenl the sayingN ■ »! 'Ik 
Prophet.* The proponents of the view that there was an ahrogniuM -i 
the original ruling have added thai alter the Initial period, the umma I 
a whole and the 'utamtV and mrists have unanimousb accepied Ihinm- 
p< iinissibility of writing ih<- budfih, This in undoubted^ the position 

that has prevailed ever since and represents general i 

l/wrf\ of the untftiu h is established beyond doubi thni Hint vvai 

i h.mi-e u( tliriTlion and whelhei .nl In tl hrrlLi 

ill .ihriMMtiuii, |wiii» ill, ni. in. ki ..i ..i ii prolmblv dm** .n. 
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much difference. These positions are also ijtihdd - oriented positions, 
which help to explain certain factual developments within the rubric of 
a juristic formula. The fact thus remains that documentation of hadith 
became a major preoccupation of the ^utamd' which they pursued as 
a form of service to Islam and a means of gaining the pleasure of 
God Most High. The view thus prevailed that memories are liable to 
forgetfulness and the possibility therefore of error and inaccuracy in 
hadith was bound to increase without documentation. As time passed, 
the chains of ijt?tf7// became longer and details of names, places and dates 
therein became burdensome for anyone's memory,* 

Commentators have often given the impression that there was very 
little documentation of the Strnna during the time of the Prophet and 
that of the Companions. There are also reports which suggest the 
opposite of this and maintain that documentation of hadith during 
the lifetime of the Prophet was not as trifling or negligible as it is 
often assumed. Some of the reports on both sides may be less than 
conclusive. Yet the fact seems to be established beyond doubt that the 
writing of hadith started during the lifetime of the Prophet, although 
not many of the early collections of hadith have actually reached us. 
To reach a more accurate understanding of this, we need to review the 
relevant evidence. 

Al-Tirmidhl has reported that the renowned Companion, Sa c d 
b. 'Ubada, who was a leading figure of the Aiuar in Madina had in 
his possession a Sahlfa collection wherein he documented the saying? 
and Sunna of the Prophet, and that his son used to narrate hadith 
from that Sahlfa? Al-Bukhari has also reported thai this same Sahlfa 
was later integrated into the collection of hadith that another leading 
Companion, ( Abd Allah b. Abl Awfa, compiled in his own handwriting 
and the people used to read his manuscript and often verified its 
content with him.* 

Another Companion, Samura b, Jundub (d. 60 H), is also noted 
to have documented hadith in his own handwriting, which was later 
inherited by his son Sulayman, who in turn reported hadith from 
it, It is probably the same collection which came to the attention 
of Muhammad b, SJrin (d, 110 11) who said concerning it thai "the 
Cplstle which Siimurii transfer ret I lo Ins sun contained a grcal deal <>l 

kmiwlnll ■ 
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Another Companion, Jabir b. f Abd Allah (d. 78 H), is also noted 
to have compiled a collection of hadith specifically on the subject of 
the rituals of the hajj in which he also quoted the Prophet's Farewell 
Sermon on the occasion of the last pilgrimage (kajjat al-wada*). One of 
the leading t&bi\ Qatada b. Di ama al-Sadiisi (d. 118 H), spoke highly 
of the Sahifa of Jabir even to the extent to say that "I remember the 
Sahifa of Jabir better than the sura al-Baqarah."" 1 It is possible that 
hadith narrated by Sulayman b. Qays al-Yashkuri, who was a disciple 
of Jabir, were taken from the Sahifa of Jabir. Jabir's collection became 
well-known and it is very likely that some of his disciples copied and 
wrote some of it for their own collections, even though none of it has 
actually reached us." 

One of the best known collection of hadith that was written during 
the Prophet's lifetime was Al-Sah\fa al-Sddiqa {the true collection) by 
*Abd Allah b, \Amr b. al-'As (d. 65 H). u It contained one thousand 
a hadith^ and although the actual manuscript has not reached us, its 
contents have been quoted almost entirely in the Mitsnad of Imam 
Ahmad b. Hanba!."This has often been described as one of "the most 
reliable historical documents to prove the writing of hadith during 
the Prophet's lifetime, 1 " 4 It is reported that r Abd Allah b. *Amr b, 
nl- E As used to write everything the Prophet would say and he was 
consequently told by some people that he should not do so, which was 
why ( Abd Allah b. r Amr asked the Prophet for permission to write his 
sayings- 
May I write all ihat I hear? The Prophet said "Yes*'. When you arc 
calm and when angry? To this the Prophet said "Yes, fur even in 
that state I do not say anything but the truth".' 5 

^ ! JU t^ : Jli f^m J U J£ ^& m$ *j\3&& J-^ 



The en* outraging tone of this hadith naturally bore fruit and f Abd 
Vtlah U 'Amr became even roore assiduous in what he was doing. This 
was also noted by his fellow • Companion, Abu I lurayra, who is quot. cj 
in l>.n. Kdkl thai "None i>f the ( iompantons of ih< Prophet, pence lie 
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on him, has taken more hadlth from him than myself, except for 4 Abd 
Allah b. 'Amr who used to write, but I did not." 

It is similarly reported that 'Ali b. Abi Talib wrote down the 
sayings of the Prophet. Abu Juhayfa has thus stated that -J asked 'AH: 
Do you have anything written with you, and he said 'no', except for the 
Book of God ... or what is in this Sahifa. I asked: What is in this Sahifa 
then? He said: (It is about) blood money, release of war prisoners, and 
(the hadlth to the effect) thai 'a Muslim is not executed for killing a 
disbeliever 1 ( , "' , 

Another well-known document and probably the earliest on 
record was the constitution of Madlna {diistur af-Madtna, also known 
as sahljat al-M&dma) which was written in the first year of the Hijra. 
This document is concerned mainly with relations among the three 
major groups of Madina, namely the Migrants, the Helpers and the 
Jews, which forged unity between them all and declared them as "one 
umma (community) to the exclusion of others.' 1 The document actually 
begins with the phrase "this is a document {hitdhf and that document 
which is spelled out in (47) articles has survived in its original form, 
and is sufficiently well known to be ranked as hadlth mutamatir. 

Moreover, the prominent Companion. 'Abd Allah b. c Abbas (d. 69 
H) wrote the sayings of the Prophet and his Sunna on plates {alrvdh) 
which he used to carry to his teaching circles- One of his students, Sa'id 
b. Jubayr (d. 95 H) also wrote from his teacher, and in the course of 
time the collection of Ibn 'Abbas became well-known and many of the 
hadith reports that Ibn 'Abbas transmitted were based on his written 
records.' 7 Another prominent figure among the Companions, Anas b. 
Malik, is also reported to have documented hadith in a Sahifa which 
he used to carry with him and showed it to the people he met 1 " 

The Sahifa collection of Hammam b. Munabbih (d. 101), a disciple 
of Abu Hurayra (d. 58 H) consists of hadiih that Abu Hnrayra narrated 
and has actually attributed it to his teacher. This collection, also 
known as al-iahifa al-sakiha, has survived and has been documented 
by Muhammad Hamidullah from the two near-identical manuscripts 
that he obtained in Damascus and Berlin respectively. It has also 
been documented in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal. Subht 
al-Salih has concluded, however, that Hammam wrote the collection 
after The Prophet's demise as he was horn In the year 40 Hijra and 
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his teacher Abu Hurayra died in the year 58. Thus it is likely that 
Hammam's collection was written around the mid-first century Hijra, 
This collection contains 138 ahddith and is indicative of the high level 
of care and accuracy that Hammara gave to the content of the hadith 
which he recorded. 1 " Subhi al-Salih thus concluded from the evidence 
he has discussed that hadith writing began at a very early stage, that is, 
during the Prophet's lifetime, and not, as many orientalists have held, 
at the beginning of the second century Hijra. 

Another contemporary author, 'Umar Hashim, has quoted 
Abu'l-Hasan al-Nadwi and Ahsan al-Kaylani in support of his own 
conclusion that if these early collections of hadith are put together 
they would comprise the greater part of the ahad'tth that were 
Subsequently compiled in the larger collections during the third 
century Hijra. The tact that only the subsequent collections became 
well-known is due largely to their superior methods of compilation. 
These later collections showed a distinct improvement, in tains of 
classification and consolidation of themes, over the earlier collections, 
which consisted of unclassified ahad'tth that were simply put together. 
This situation is seen as a contributing factor to the orientalists 5 
assertion that hadith began to be written and compiled only in the 
ond century. Even the history books began to mention only leading 
Ji'ks and compilations of the subsequent period and almost totally 
ignored the earlier collections. 

Another factor that contributed to this misgiving is the somewhat 
lggerated references by the authors of subsequent works to hadith 
i oHeerions, citing figures in the order of hundreds of thousands of 
hadtths, which somehow overshadowed and minisculed the significance 
pf the earlier collections. It is remarkable to hear that Imam Ahmad 
Mm llanbal collected seven hundred thousand ahattith, and similar 
figures are mentioned in conjunction with the works of the two leading 
ii holars of hadith, al-Bukhari and Muslim. It may be that these figures 
i onsisted mainly of the number of reports and reporters rather than of 
i ahfutith. For the hadith innam(VI-a y M&i hi-nniyydt alone has been 
transmitted through seven hundred channels, [f we were to eliminate 
repetition and reduce all of this to tin .uui.il number <>l Imlilh, we 
would have a much smaller numhei til afuhilth toft, that may or m 
imm i . ■ i lI ten thousand in luunln 



28 @«w A Textbook ofHmliih Studies 

The Caliph 'Umar b. al-Khattab considered the documentation of 
Sunna and consulted with the Companions, many of whom supported 
the idea, but as l Urwa b, al-Zubayr reported "'Umar delayed the 
matter and rhought over it for a month as he remained doubtful 
about it himself 1 '," but after a month of deliberation, he addressed the 
Companions and told them that he was apprehensive that this might 
distract people's attention from the Book of God. The Caliph c Umar 
eventually decided not to write the Sunna, This position basically 
remained unchanged during the period of the Pious Caliphs until the 
advent of the turmoil mdjiltw which Followed the assassination of the 
third Caliph 'Uthman and the civil war that broke out between the 
Caliph e Ali and the governor of al-Sham, Mu'awiya. Military conflict 
led tn turn to the emergence of pnliiieal and theological differences 
among various groups, and some individuals resorted to hadith forgery 
in order to promote their particular viewpoints. 

With the subsequent expansion of the territorial domain of 
Islam and the travelling to remote places, or demise, of many of the 
Companions, concern gained ground once again for the documentation 
of hadith. Among the successors, the Umayyad Caliph, 'Umar b. 
'Abd al-^Aziz (d. 101 H) was the first to take up the issue and 
assigned to the governor of Madina, Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Hazni 
(d. 117 H) the task to collect and document the Sunna of the Prophet, 
and to "accept nothing other than the hadith of the Prophet, peace be 
on him, and write therein the hadith of f Amrah bt. 'Abd al-Rahman 
at-Ansariyya (d, 98 H)," Reports also suggest that another learned 
man of hadith, al-Qasim Muhammad b, Abi Bakr (d. 107 H) was also 
asked by the Caliph to assist Ibn Hazm, but the Caliph passed away 
at this juncture and did not live long enough to see the fruits of his 
important initiative." Among those that the deceased Caliph had asked 
to document ihc Sunna was Muhammad b. Muslim b. Shihab al-Zuhri 
(d. 124 H) of Madina, the teacher of Imam Malik, who responded to 
the call and attempted what proved to be the first major collection of 
hadith, marking the early beginning of the extensive hadith collections 
that were later accomplished during the second and third centuries. 
?\I-Zuhrfs work was continued by scholars like Ibn Jurayj (d. 150) and 
Ibn Ishaq (d. 151) in Makka, Imam Mlilik (& 1790 in M.idma, Abu 
'Amr al-Awy-5'i <d. 157) in al-ShSm, Sufyfto &1 Thtwtj (d. Ih<l) it. 
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Kufa, Hammad b. Salama (d. 167) in Basra and the movement spread 
tar and wide to the Yemen and Khurasan. 

Al-Zuhrfs method of writing was subject-oriented and consisted 
of a separate book each on Sumui pertaining To an individual subject, 
Such as the ritual prayer {salah), fasting and zakah, etc,, in which he 
also collected relevant data from the sayings of the Companions and 
the tabi v &n, without giving exclusive treatment to the hadith of the 
Prophet. He documented all that he had heard from the Companions. 
This manner of writing was generally followed by other writers on 
Sumia ciuring the second century. The Mmvatla of Imam Malik also 
conformed to this style of writing.* 

Whereas the early years of the second century saw works on the 
Sumia that were in conformity with al-Zuhri's method, the latter part 
Of that century witnessed writings in hadith that were different in 
style and format. Hadith collections that were authored during the late 
second century by Imam Malik, Ibri Jurayj and Sufyan al-Thawn, for 
example, brought the various themes of hadith within a single volume 
instead of the separate volumes that were devoted to individual themes. 
t these works still continued al-Zuhrl's method of joining the sayings 
d fiuwd of the Companions and Followers with the hadith of the 
Prophet on particular subjects. This can be seen, for example, in the 

Mmnttfu' of Imam Malik, and the Musmttf of Imam Shaft { f, the unlv 
i Wo works that have reached us of that period. There are also references 
in earlier writings to a work entitled uf-Athftr by Muhammad b. Hasan 
fti-Shayham and similar other contributions which have not survived 
hut it seems likely that much of their contents have been covered by 
subsequent works that were written some years later. 

The Mit unit fa' of Imam Malik is often described as the leading 
v\ork among the famous hadith collections, even preceding, in some 
Ways, that of al-Bukhari. The Imam wrote his Muwathf in response 

a reijtiesi by the 'Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur who solicited a work 
of authority on the ahkam of Shaft's that were founded in authentic 
Swtna, The Imam revised and consolidated his work many times and 
mi to have taken him forty years to complete, The classification 
ol its contents arc organised in an order that is typical of the works 
til /i>(/l which is why It Is ronwiion s kUniitud .is a work both \\X fiqh 
mil hndiih. 
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The third-century hijra marked, yet again, a new phase of 
development in the documentation of hadith. One of the distinctive 
features of the writings of this period was to isolate the Sunna of the 
Prophet from the sayings of the Companions mdjktmjis of the learned 
figures among the Followers. The earliest works of this period were 
the Mumad of Abu Dawiid al-Tayallsi (ch 204 H) and then the much 
larger work of that genre, the Mtwiad of Imam Ahmad h Hanbal (d, 
241 H). Hadith writers during the third century on the whole observed 
the principles oimut al-hadlth that had already gained recognition and 
the methodological guidelines that were developed were consequently 
put into effect. By the beginning of the fourth century* writers drew 
a clear distinction between a sound or sahlh hadith and a defective 
or mualtai hadith. Then came the period of the tmtttiakkkkirun or 
latecomers of the hadith writers, which marked the beginning of 
reproductive writings, glosses and commentaries on existing works 
that were authored by the pioneers, or mniaqaddimfm^ of the hadith 
literature. 14 
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THE different stages of development in the compilation of 
hadith and their classification may be summarised under ten headings 
as follows. If may be said at the outset, however, that these categories 
are not exclusive in that they tend to overlap and are, in any ease, meant 
to be used as aids to a better understanding of the vast literature of 
hadith. The hadith literature has thus been classified as follows. 

L The Sahlfa (lit + booklet) collections which marked, as already 
discussed, the earliest stage in the documentation of hadith. At this 
stage, akadith were simply put together in writing > often for purposes 
of personal use, without any order or classification. This period actually 
started during the lifetime of the Prophet and continued until the early 
second century and it is generally known as the Sahlfa period. 

2 + The Mumnnaf collections manifested the second stage in the 
development of hadith literature. Unlike the sahlfa collections which 
were not classified, the mumnnaf {\\t. classified) consisted of thematic 
classification of hadith, Starting at about the middle of the second 
century, during this stage, hadith belonging to particular themes were 
classified under separate titles and chapters. Famous in the mumnnaf 
category are the Muwatta* of Imam Malik (d. 179), the Musannafftf 
Ma^mar h. Rashid (d. 154) and the Musannafof *Abd al-Raxzaq b. 
Humam al-San^ani (d. 21 1). 1 
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3, The Musnad (lit- supported) compilations marked the next stage 
in the documentation of hadith, and it signified a stage wherein greater 
attention was paid to the chain of transmission or isndd which linked 
the hadlth to the Prophet through the reports of reliable narrators that 
usually started with a Companion. All hadlth that were narrated by one 
Companion, regardless of the subject matter, were put under his or her 
name. The main purpose of the musnad writing was obviously to compile 
the largest possible number of hadith for the sake of preservation and 
record. All ahadilh that were transmitted by particular individuals on 
any subject were put together without much attention to classification 
on the basis of subject matter. This stage is considered as the richest 
of all It began during ihc latter half of the second century and famous 
in this category was the Musnad of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (164-241) 
which contains 40,001) ahudith including 10,000 repetitions reported 
by about 700 Companions. It was derived from a much larger mass of 
750,000 ahddlth, and it took the Imam some twenty years to complete. 
Even then, the work was unconsolidated and in separate parts, until 
the Imam's son, *Abd Allah, consolidated the work to which he also 
added some of his own findings. Other works in this category are the 
Musnad of Ibn al-Najjar (d. 262), the Alusnad of Abu Dawud Sulayman 
b. Dawud al-Tayalisi (d. 204 H) and many others. 

The musnad compilers differed in their arrangement of names of 
Companions. Some of them begin with the four Pious Caliphs followed 
by the remaining six of the ten who had the tiding of Paradise from 
the Prophet (i.e. al-\ishara al-mubashshara). These are followed by the 
Companions who embraced Islam first, then by those who migrated 
with the Prophet, those who participated in the Battle of Badr, and then 
in the treaty of Hudaybiya, those who embraced Islam on the occasion 
of the conquest ofMakka, then women among the Companions until it 
reaches the generation of the Followers, or tabCun. Some of the books 
are arranged alphabetically and some according to regions and tribes. 
The mmnads are not easy to use since their contents are not classified 
subject-wise.' 

4. The Sahlh (sound /authentic) collections represented t he fourth 
and basically the last stage in the developmeni of biullth literature. 
This is ni:inilesiL'd i" the third century compilation!! i!>imii } '.Ii the 
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works mainly of al-Bukhari and Muslim, referred to as sakth&yn^ or 
the two authentic collections. The term suhthayn is, however, not used 
in the exclusive sense as there are suhih ahadith in all the other major 
collections of hadith. Nor did al-Bukhari include in his work ail the 
qualified narrators of hadith, for he only planned to compile a short 
book (mukhtmar) on hadith which was not all-inclusive of either the 
narrators or the hadith. Since al-Bukhari did not intend his collection 
to be all-inclusive, it would follow that no one may call a hadith 
unreliable or weak simply because it has not appeared in al-Bukhari. 
This is also true of Sahlh Muslim.* 

Muhammad b. Isma'll al-Bukhari (194-256 H) travelled widely 
and devoted sixteen years to the compilation of Sahik al-Bukhari which 
nas remained to this day the most authoritative of all collections. Al- 
Bukhari interviewed over 1,000 hadith transmitters, or shaykh^ in the 
Hijaz, Egypt, Nishapur, Merw and Iraq and allegedly collected a vast 
number of about 600,000 ahatftth from which he then selected 9,082 
aluldlth. He has repeated ahadith which had more than one chain of 
isnfid as the strength and reliability of the imad is deemed to increase 
with the plurality of its chains of transmission. When such repetitions 
are taken into account, the original figure of 600,000 is also likely to 
be drastically reduced. For a single hadith is sometimes transmitted 
through ten different chains of transmission all of which would in 
the end establish just one hadith. Al-Bukhari went on record to say 
that he offered two units of prayer each time he selected a hadith to 
include in his Sahlh al-Bukhari. It seems that al-Bukhari wrote a good 
portion of his book during his residence in Makka and Madina and 
the rest in Basra, Kufa, and Bukhara. Another report has it that he 
completed the first draff of his work in the Holy Mosque in Makka 
and the rest in Bukhara. When al-Bukhari completed his work, he 
showed it to some of the leading *ulama r of his time, the Imam Ahmad 
b. Hanbal, Yahya b. Ma 'in and l AlI b. al-Madim, among others, who 
were among the important sources, or shayhhs % of al-Bukhari, and they 
were pleased with it and verified it except for four ahddtth, but it 
\n said that al-Bukhari kepi those and verified them to be reliable. 4 
'Mi b. al Madini was tin moKI h arm d in of his time t-spccinlK ofl 
defects i 'ttuf) of hudiih and lie e\pu « .» i<,|| rnnluii mv m al llukharl 
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Al-Bukhari was meticulous in the verification of hadith and yet tactful 
and gentle in regard to those whom he impugned as unreliable. Some of 
his expressions such as sakata \whu {many remained silent concerning 
him) or Jthi naziir (one has to look into him) or tarakuku (abandoned) 
and similar other epitheric descriptions of al-Bukhari are noted in this 
regard as being generally clear of backbiting or defaming others. He 
was affluent and had inherited wealth which he generously spent on 
students and other charitable causes. 5 

Discounting all repetitions, Al-Bukhari contains 2,602 ahadith. It 
is divided into 106 books and a total of 3,450 chapters. Each chapter 
bears a heading which is descriptive of its contents. It seems that al- 
Bukhari usually took a portion of the hadith for the heading of the 
chapter. Some of these headings are reflective of al-Rukhari's personal 
insight and knowledge of hadith that is not found in other collections. 
Yet it has also meant rather too many headings and chapters which arc, 
however, too numerous and tend to make the work somewhat difficult 
to use. 

Works that preceded that of al-Bul(hari tended to mix the sayings 
of Companions and Followers with the hadith proper as they did not 
draw a clear distinction between them, Al-Bukhari committed himself 
to include only the Sound hadith in his collection and classified them 
subject-wise. Al-Rukhari included hadith with an unbroken isnad 
narrated by upright and retentive individuals (al-^udftl al-ddhifin) 
which were also free of defect Cilia) and oddities (skttdkudk), and 
the narrators had met with one another." He continued the work of 
Shihab al-Zuhri (d. 124) and in many ways took al-Zuhri as a point of 
reference in his methodology and selection. Al-Bukhari paid greater 
attention to narrators from al-Zuhri's generation who were disciples of 
al-Zuhri, travelled with himj or remained in his company, as compared 
to those who did not benefit from al-Zuhri's teaching and influence. 
Al-Bukharf s (and Muslim's) chain of isnad has been characterised as 
to rely in the first place on the narration of hadith from the Prophet 
by a verified Companion whose identity as a Companion is free of 
doubt. This is narrated in turn by two upright Followers, or by one 
Follower who is verified by at least two narrators for having transmitted 
hadith from the Companions. The third link in ft! IIiiUkuTh chain of 
isnud consists of an Upright and retentive Successor (lah > from 
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whom other narrators (in the fourth generation) have also reported. 
The fifth link in al-BiikhaiTs isnad is likely to be al-Bukharf s own 
shaykh/ teacher who is an upright and retentive narrator. Me did not 
record hadith from narrators whose trustworthiness he doubted. It 
was important for al-Bukhari to ensure that at least two people had 
narrated hadith from the preceding links, be it a Companion, Follower, 
Successor and so on. This is a general characterisation as exceptions 
are found, for example, in the ease of a Companion, Mirdas al-Aslarni, 
whose l)adith al-Bukhiri has recorded but only one person (Quys b. 
Hazim) has reported hadith from him. 7 

Al-Bukhari himself entitled his work as 7dmi L Saffth al-Mmnad 
,//- \htl'hiasttr DiiH Hdttitk fibtif/ iU$k ma-Smwuil/i tvu lyydtuih. This 
is indicative of al-Bukharfs methodology and approach. The word W- 
$dmi^ (lit comprehensive) signifies that the coverage of aN3ukhari 
extends to all the eight areas that af-Jdmi* are generally known to 
cover. These are the l aqdHd (dogmatics), ahkdm (legal rules), al-riqaq 
(moral teachings), dddb al-ta l dm iva'l-siumlh (etiquette of eating and 
drinking), al-tafsir rpa'l-tdrlkh wa'f-siyar (Qur'an commentary, history 
and biography of the Prophet), al-safar ma'i-qiydm rval-q^ud (travel 
and movement), af-Jitau (tumults), and al-mandqib {the virtues of 
the Prophet and his Companions). Sunan al-Tirmidhi is also a Jdmi 1 
collection as it comprises hadith on all of these various themes. 'Al- 
Safnh" in al-Bukharfs title signified that he has not included in his 
collection a weak {dti"ij) hadith that he might have known as such. 
Whereas the term mustiad implied that the uhddllh he compiled were all 
connected with a sound chain of isndd up to the level of the Companion 
reporting from the Prophet. Al-Bukhari was thus the first to compile 
a comprehensive (jdmi 1 ) collection of this kind on hadith. The only- 
work that preceded him was the Muwatta* of Imam Malik, which was, 
however, not a jdmi' as it was basically confined to the ahkdm or legal 
Ijadith only. Al-Bukhari isolated the sayings of Companions m&tdbCQn 
from the Prophetic hadith, and this is also a distinctive feature of his 
work when compared,- for example, to the MiJii?a(fa t of Imam Malik/ 

Al-Bukhari has explained how he was inspired to undertake the 
writing of In \,ihih ai huhhdrl when lu- mucd that he was in the 
compam uJ his k.uluT, lsl,iili| b. Eahitwayh, together with some of his 
i»i lie i ilisciples when he mcmitJiK-il in p.iv.mr, "ii von wen to compile 
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a compendium {kitaban mukhtasamn) of the authentic Sunna {li-Sahth 
al-SiiMia) of the Messenger of God, peace be on him," Al-Bukhari says 
that the idea occurred to him then and his inspiration became stronger 
when lie dreamt one night that he stood in front of the Prophet and 
al-Bukhari had a fan in his hand. This he understood to mean that he 
was blessed with the task of removing doubts and impurity from the 
Sunna of the Prophet.' 1 

Sahih Muslim 

Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Nlsabuit (206-261 H) compiled his Sah'th 
Muslim, which contains 10,000 ahddtth (3,030 without repetitions), 
derived from a much larger mass of about 300,000 ahadith. 11 * Muslim 
was in many ways a follower of al-Bukhari, which he has acknowledged 
himself and has to a large extern also utilised al-Bukharfs methods. 
When al-Bukhari came to Nishapur, then one of the finest cities of 
Khurasan, Muslim kept him company and he held al-Bukhari in 
affection and esteem. Muslim also learned from al-Bukharfs teacher, 
Ishtiq b. Rahawayh, who was one of the leading scholars of Khurasan. 
This may partly explain why Sah'th Muslim generally ranks second next 
to Sahih al-Bukhari , except for the ^uluma of North Africa and the 
Maghreb who tend to rank Muslim first. This reverse order of ranking 
refers basically to the superior classification of Muslim which is based 
on subject matter and compiles all ahudlth on the same subject, together 
with their various chains of isnad under one heading or chapter. Sahih 
Muslim is consequently better consolidated and easier to use compared 
to Sahih al-Bukhari. 

Those who knew Muslim spoke highly of his retentive memory, 
his piety, and dedication to scholarship. He went to hajj at the age of 
twenty and he learned from some of the leading figures in Makka. I le 
also went to Baghdad on several occasions. Many of the leading figures 
of his time, including Abu Hatim aURazi, Abu Tsa al-Tirmidhi, Abu 
Bakr b. Khuzayma, among others, have narrated hadtth from Muslim, 
and held him in affection and esteem." 

One of the reasons that prompted Muslim to write his work, 
Sahih Muslim, was thai works of hadilh that were available (hen were 
somewhat difficult to use, and he addressed himself to thi tnul •>! writing 
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a reliable work that is easy to utilise. Although al-Bukharrs work woa 
classified subject wise> it left room for improvement, which Muslim 
had obviously targeted for his own work. He completed his work in 
fifteen years and showed it to Abu Zur*a al-Razi and implemented 
his suggestions concerning hadith that were defective (tnaUSf) and 
included,, as a result, only hadith that were clear of V$a, Muslim went 
on record to say that his work consisted of Sound/ Sahib hadith Inn 
noted U I did nor say that what I have verified in this book is devoid of 
weak reports." The other purpose that motivated Imam Muslim was 
the same as motivated al-Bukhari, which was to purify the $untt$ ol 
the Prophet from the accretions of story-tellers, the Zamldiqa (heretics) 
and those who were moved by ignorance and prejudice. Me also fti d 
to confine his selection of hadith to a manageable size as he considered 
it to be easier to ensure the accuracy of a smaller bulk compared to a 
much larger one. 1 ' 1 

Muslim's classification resembles that of al-Bukhari in regard t<» n I 
main headings but Muslim's division of chapters is better consolidated 
and self-cuntained. It has fewer repetitions and does not sLimimirim 
hadith in the way al-Bukhari has done. He is known for his can lid hm 
of the terms htuhiaihana and akhhuram^ in that he reserves the former 
for direct hearing by the disciple from the siwykh whereas i he latter 
is used when the disciple has read back to the shaykh for his approval 
and verification. This is generally adopted but there are mam amm 
hadith scholars who have used these two terms interchangeably. 11 

Al-Bukhari tends to be more stringent in qualifying hadith as 
.SV///;/f/authcmic. Al-BukharPs conditions of admitting a hadith a 
Saftth hadith signified not only that the immediate links in th<- ihaln 
of isnad were contemporaries of one another, but alw.» that they hud 
actually met and direct hearing took place between I he teacher and 
disciple. For Muslim it was sufficient if the two were contempoiaiu-, 
even if they had nor actualk met one another Muslim m n< i n „ 

in other words, with the possibility of personal rncouMei *h< u a-, .il 
Bukhar! required proof of an actual encuinut t Uh\< <-•■ tin u ,w i 

and recipient of hadith. w 

\ comparative evaluation of tin n lusmln i il llttklulri ittd 
Muslim also reveals that mort til it I Hukhilri i|iiaHh lw 

the rwpdlinu- ins ol Juki ih.n i hi i <ul h h mi 



38 G*w A Textfotak of Hadith Studies 

- 

than that of Muslim's, and there are consequently lower transmitters in 
al-Bukhari that are considered weak (da l if) than there ate in Muslim. 

Thus it is noted that of the total of 430 or so of al-LJukhari's 
transmitters, only about 80 have been questioned or labelled as weak, 
whereas of the total of 620 narrators of Muslim, the critics have 
raised questions over 160, About 89 of al-Bukhari's ahdd'uh have been 
identified to have some defect, whereas in Muslim's collection, such 
IjadTth have been numbered at 100, li 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim have not claimed to contain an exhaustive 
collection of the hadlth and some ak&dtth which are not recorded in 
their collections have been compiled in the four collections namely of 
Sunan Abu Ddiptld, Sit nan at-Nasa*!, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, and Sunan 
Ibn Mdja. 

5, The Sunan Collections: Works that fall under this classification 
specialise in the legal hadlth, or ahddltk al-akkdm. The various chapters 
of Sunan are thus devoted to practical rules {ahkdm l amallyya) that 
pertain, for example, to cleanliness, ritual prayer, the legal alms, the 
pilgrimage, marriage and divorce and so forth. Sunan Abu Dawud 
of Sulayman b. Ash'ath al-Sijistiini (d. 275), which consists of 4,800 
legal ahadiih, stands out for its comprehensive treatment of legal 
ahiidlth. Abu Dawud did not confine his Sunan to the collection of 
Sound ASVj/u/j hadith alone but included with it Fair/ Hasan in both 
its varieties, that is Hasan in its own right (i.e. U-dhdtih} % and Hasan 
due to an extraneous factor (i.e. li-gkayrih). He wrote that whenever 
he included weak hadlth he identified it as such and explained it by 
identifying the point of weakness in its isndd. This would imply that 
when he does not specify weakness in a hadlth that he has recorded, 
it is deemed to be acceptable and sound. In the chapter on cleanliness 
{al-Tahdr&k)> for example, Abu Dawud records a hadith from Nasr 
b. 'All, from Abl ( AJi sd-Hanafi, from Hammam, from Ibn Jurayj, 
from al-Zuhri, from Anas that "whenever the Prophet, peace be on 
him, intended to pass a motion, he would remove his ring (on which 
God's name was inscribed)". Abu Dawud then says that this hadlth is 
mimkar (confused), as it is probably mixed up with another hadith also 
narrated by Ibn Jurayj, from Ibn Sa'd, from -il Zuhn fnmi \nus that 
"the Prophet . i" > >n him, made fl n mm silver, then he threw 
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it off". The weak point in the former hadith is Hammam; no one else 
except Hammam has reported this hadith."' In connection with another 
hadith, after giving two various versions of it, Muslim wrote "The one 
related by Anas is more accurate than the other." 

Many have considered Sunan Ahi't Dawud to be so comprehensive 
on legal hadith and on haidl and haram that "it is sufficient for the 
mujtahiit* 17 to obtain the knowledge of haidl and haram from Abu 
Dawijd. The author's effort to identify points of weakness in hadith 
that he recorded is yet another distinctive feature of Abu Dawud's 
collection. Al-Suyut! wrote that when Abu Dawud remains silent 
concerning a weak hadith, it is likely to belong to the Hasan category.' * 
Being confined to legal ahddith, Abu Dawud's Sunan does not expatiate 
in historical narrative, stories, moral themes on pious and virtuous 
deeds {ai-zuhd wa fad ail al-a^mdl) and so forth. Fie is said to have 
extracted his collection of 5,274 ahddtth (4,800 without repetitions) 
from a much larger mass of 500,000 ahddith. He went on record to 
say that he did not include in his Sunan hadtth from those that were 
identified as matnik al-hadith (abandoned for their careless reporting 
of hadith), which is probably why it has been ranked next in order 
of reliability to the sahthayn. This may also be due to his erudition 
and scholarship as well as piety and dedication to worship. In this 
regard, many have compared Abu l.)awud to Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal. 
Abu Daw Ltd resided during the last three years of his life (272-275) 
in Basra at the invitation of the Governor of Basra who was a brother 
of the \Abbasid Caliph, ai-Muwaffaq. Students came tn his circle of 
teaching from all directions, Abu Dawud also travelled widely in the 
Hijaz, Egypt, Iraq, al-Sham, North Africa and Khurasan. He died in 
Basra and was buried next to Sufyan al-Thawn." 

One of the distinctive features of Abu Dawud's work is thai he 
gives the various sources through which he received the hadith and 
also the various versions of the hadrlh he might have received. He 
frequently pointed out the weakness or strength of the various versions 
he recorded and also declared which version he considered to be more 
reliable. 

Another work to he mentioned in due Sunan category is that <>i 
Muhammad b. Va/id al-Qa/.wlnl (d 17 1 1 1), better known us Mm Mi] I 
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bearing the title, Sunan Ibn Maja, which contains 4,341 ahiidtth, of 
which 3,002 ahadith have been recorded by the authors of the previous 
works, there remaining 1,329 ahadith which are recorded by Ibn Maja 
alone, 

Ibn Maja travelled to the Hijaz, Iraq, Egypt and Syria and mcr 
with many of the leading scholars and transmitters of hadith, He was 
the leading hadith scholar of Qazwin and was also equally well-known 
as a leading Qur'an commentator {mufassir) of his time. His Sunan 
collection includes, in addition to Snund/Sahlh hadith, also hadith 
in the other two categories of Fair and Weak {Hasan, Da^tf) which is 
why his Sitnan was not included among the six leading collections until 
the early sixth -century hijra when Abu' l-Fadl Muhammad b. Tahir al- 
Maqdlsi (d. 507) included it as one of the reliable works on hadith, and 
then other scholars also recognised it as one of the main collections. 
Up until chat time, hadith scholars tended to regard the Mumitta' of 
Imam Malik (d. 179 H) as the sixth major work on hadith in preference 
lo the Sunan of Ibn Maja. 

The reason that prompted the hadith scholars into giving priority 
to Sunan Ibn Mdja over the Muwafta' was mainly do to the fact that the 
former contained additional hadith, and additional imad on existing 
ahadith, to what was already documented in the first five collections, 
whereas the Muimtta' contained very little in addition to what was 
already known, although the Mumtta' still commanded higher ranking 
in terms of reliability and sihha. A leading 20th-century hadith scholar, 
Muliammad Fu'ad \Abd al-Baqi, has concluded that Sunan Ihn Maja 
contains 1,339 additional ahaiilth most of which have been recorded 
by the other five collections, but Ibn Maja has recorded them through 
different chains of transmitters. Ibn Maja went on record to say that 
he showed his work to the leading hadith scholar of his time, Abu 
Zur'a al-Razi who was impressed with it and considered it in some 
ways superior to the existing works on hadith but added thai it may 
contain hadith that were weak in imad. Ibn Hajar al- c Asqalani has also 
spoken about Sunan Ibn Maja along similar lines and confirmed the 
existence of weak hadith therein.'* Many commentators have noted, 
however, that the hadith Ibn Maja has recorded on the virtues of his 
home town, Qazwin, are fabricated. Among them was Ibn al-Jaw/J 
who declared in his work on YiamiiTdt that nearly .ill ili< lu.lnli on 
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the merit of individuals, tribes or towns were fabricated and many of 
them were found in Sunan ihn Ma] a. 

Sunan ul-Nasat by al-Hafiz Abu ( Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. 
Shu'ayb al-Nasa 1 ! (d. 3(13) is another work in the Sunan category 
which consists of 5,000 legal ahadllk of which a great number had 
appeared in the previous collections. Nasa't compiled his Sunan in two 
stages. The initial work which he completed contained hadith in all 
the three categories of sound, fair and weak but did not record hadith 
from narrators that were generally abandoned (matruk) by the hadith 
critics. This work bore the title Al-Sunan at-Kubrd which the author 
presented to the 'Abbasid ruler of Ramla in Palestine. The latter then 
questioned al-Nasa 1 ! as to whether all of his collection consisted of 
Sound /Sa ifih hadith. To this the author responded that it consisted of 
Stihlh and Hasan haduhs and what came close to them and resembled 
them. He was then requested to compile a work that contained only 
Sahih hadith, and it was then that he revised his Al-Sunan ai-Kubra 
and extracted therefrom a smaller collection (a /-sunan al^ughrd) which 
the author then entitled Al-Mujtaba tmn al-Sunan {the selected portion 
of Sunan) often summarised as Al-MujtabiL This is the collection 
that is currently in use and it contains very little weak hadith. It is 
considered as one of the most reliable works after the Sahthayu which 
is also one of the best in terms of classification of its subject matter. 
Sunan ai-NastVi is ranked equal to that of Sunan Aim Dawild as the 
author is known to have been scrupulous in isolating doubtful hadith 
from his collection and also his classification is of d. fiqhi style. Sunan 
Abii Ddmud is still considered the first book in Sunan category as it 
tends lo provide additional data on the textual subject matter (ntatu) 
o! hadith that is of interest to the fuqafnV. 



,v II 



6. TIkJSvhi * collections: This genre of hadith literature signifies a 
comprehensive approach to hadith collection due mainly to the broad 
range of topics that it includes. As already noted, the Jam? collections 
are expected to include- a chapter each on dogmatics {aqaut), legal 
rules {ahkam)i moral teachings {al-riuaq)^ social etiquette {al-idah), 
exegesis of the Qui 'an and the Sunna y history and biography of the 
Prophet {til faf'sir iva'f-tarikh 0a ti/siyar)^ virtues of the I'rophn uul 

his Companions Ul man&qtb) nrjd crises (ul-Jiian) I In coltectionti 
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of al-Bukhari, Muslim and that of al-Tirmidhi fall under the Jdmi 1 
category as they comprise hadith on ail of these eight subjects. Al~ 
Tirmidhf s collection is occasionally identified as a Sunan work, which 
is due to his juristic style of classification of chapters in line with 
the fiqh works. AJ-Hakim al-NisaburT (d. 405) referred ro Ttrroidhfs 
collection as U al-Jdm't ai-Sahih " which later scholars have considered 
somewhat of an exaggeration due to the fact that it contains hadith in 
all the three categories ofSahih (sound), Hasan (fair) and Dfl'l/Xweak). 
The work is generally known wsjfdmi'' al-Tirmidhi, which is accurate 
as already explained. Me included not only Sound or Sahlh hadith in 
his work but also hadith which were accepted and practised by the 
jurists. This is a feature of his work in that he collected hadith that 
were practised and accepted by the jurists and the community at large, 
except as it is noted, for two ahaifith neither of which are followed in 
practice. The first of these provides that "the Prophet, peace be on 
him, combined the zuhr and l asr prayers and those of the mughrib 
and *ish£' without fear or travelling 1 '' (normally combination ijatn 1 ) 
is valid in those two situations). The second hadith has it concerning 
the wine drinker that "if he repeats for the fourth time, he shall be 
killed. ""^ Another distinguishing feature of al-Tirmidhfs collection is 
that he gives the isnadofthe hadith and then also gives other alternative 
isndds through which the same hadith is narrated. Sometimes he does 
not give this latter ismld in full but merely identifies a well-known 
narrator therein. Although al-Tirmidhi contains weak and sometimes 
defective (mu l u!fal) hadith, the fact that he records only ahddith that 
are narrated or practised by prominent jurists and Imams has meant 
that it is reasonably clear of spurious and fabricated hadith, as it would 
he unlikely that such a/tddlth would be accepted by knowledgeable 
individuals of prominence. 

Shah Waliullah al-Dihlawi placed Jami* al-Tirmidhj r Sunan Abu 
Damud and Sunan al-Nasd l t in the second rank next to the Sahihayn 
and the Muwaua* of Imam Malik. Then he added that al-Tirmidhi 
has improved the methods of the earlier works and included additional 
information concerning views and opinions of the leading scholars 
among the Companions, the Followers and other scholars. He also 
specified the sound from the weak hadith and explained the grounds 
of weakness in hadith. J4 
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Until Tirmidhi's time, hadith scholars divided hadith into the 
two categories of Sakjh and Da'tf. Da im ij 'was also of rwo types, one 
of which was the abandoned {mairiik) variety, and the other which 
was not abandoned; the latter was rarely called Hasan by the previous 
scholars of hadith and it was al-Tirmidhi that used the term 1 1 man 
consistently and this was then added as an intermediate class TO 1 1 • * 
binary classification of hadith that had hitherto prevailed. Al-Tirmidhl 
also used Hasan in other combinations such as Hasan Stthih and Hasan 
Gharlh, terms which were coined by al-Tirmidhi himself. These will 
be explained in our discussion of Sahlh y Hasan and Da { i/'bclow. 

It thus appears that each of the six leading collections of hadlrh ha* 
characteristic features of their own. Ai-Bukhdn stands out in regard to 
the in-depth knowledge and insight that it conveys concerning bodttli 
{al-ttifaqquh ft'1-hadlth)^ whereas Muslim is better consul n in, .1 mil 
applies a superior thematic arrangement to that of a!-Bukh<trt it* 
Tirmidhi offers much information on umi tiMiadith and met hodolojcy 
of hadith transmission, whereas Ahii Ddwud is comprehensive nn l< 
hadith or ahadith al-ahkam, Ibn Mdja is elegant and more refined mi 
terms of classification of themes and chapters of hadith, where** dt- 
Nm$% is said to have combined most of these qualities/ 4 

7. Ai-Mu l jam (pi. tm^ajim) collections refers to books of hadith 
in which the contents appear in alphabetical order under the name* 
of the narrators and their teachers, or the cities and tribes to which 
the narrators might have belonged. An example of this is Al-Mu\)am 
at-Kablr by AbuM-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. AyyCih al T.iharflnl 
(d. 360 TI) in which he compiled hadith narrated by Companions 
under their names. The names are arranged in alphabetical order and 
it contains 25,000 ukddlth. This author has also compiled two other 
Mujam works, known as Al-Mu l j&m at-Airsttt ami // Mu'/nm 
Saghlr. Jalal al-Dln al-Suyuti (d. °1 1) authored a mujam entitled IJatifr 
al-Layl mi-Jarif al-Sayl concerning his own teachers and shaykhs t thai 
numbered 150 persons, and also a smaller \hi jaw entitled Z&d -v/ 
Mastrfi'l-Fihrist al-Saxhtr in which he lilted fifty narrators ol [lttdtth 
in alphabetical order" 

K. Al Musiadwk (pi mwadrukdt) Vlustadrak which literati) 
means *ilK« »>\t n«r m l ,|, i« . <> t l ni.r, u. hadith book* and ctillei 
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in which the compiler has supplemented the work of a previous 
compiler or compilers. Having accepted the conditions laid down by 
previous compilers^ the new compilers collect other ahadlth which 
fulfil those conditions but have been left out of the previous works. 
The Mmiadrak %fa 'l-Salftkayn of al- Hakim al-Nisaburl (d. 405) thus 
consists of hadith additions to al-Bukhari and Muslim which escaped 
those authors 1 attention but which conformed to their conditions. A 
critic has stated, however, that the conformity of some of these additions 
to the conditions of al-Bukhari and Muslim is not free of doubt. Thus 
on occasions, al-Hakim identified a hadith as Salnk on questionable 
grounds* or that he brought out hadith which al-Bukhari and Muslim 
themselves have not validated due to some weakness therein." 1 ' 

9. Al-Miistakhraj (pi. wustakhrajat). The mustakhraj (\\t. extracted) 
arc collections of hadith in which a later compiler collects fresh isnads for 
the same ahddith that were compiled in the previous works. The fresh 
attempt usually draws attention to transmitters that did not feature in 
the initial isnad- The two versions may be identical after the addition 
of the new link or links or may consist of two different chains of hnfid 
altogether. The Mustakhraj of Abu Bakr b. Ibrahim al-Isma'ili (d. 371) 
on Sahlh al-Bukhari and that of Ya'qiib b. Ishaq h. Ibrahim al-lsfiinTJn! 
{d. 316) on Sahfh Muslim, and also lhc Mustukhraj ''{rfa'l-Sahihayn by 
Abu c Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ya'qub b. Yusuf h, al-Shaybani al- 
Nisaburi, known as Ion ai-Akhram (d. 344) are examples, 

10. A/-Juz' (pi. ajza"). Al-jttz' (lit. section) refers to a book or 
collection in which hadith is narrated by a single narrator among the 
Companions and others. Hadith that arc narrated by Abu Bakr and 
put in one collection is thus called Juz* Ahl Bah, It also refers 10 
monographic collections of hadith on a single theme or subject. Thus 
ahWlh on night rising collected by al-Marwazi are known as Jut* Ji 
Qiydm ai-Layl IVi-Manvazl, hjuz' consists, in other words, of what 
may be seen as a single chapter or section of a jam* collection,- 2 " 

At about the middle of the fourth century hijra, the two safilhs 
of al-Bukharf and Muslim and the two Suiuws of Abu Da wild and al- 
NassTf were recognised as the betf collections of hadith. \fter some 
rime, ihcJdmC of ol-Tirmidhi was added uml the ffov l i 1 1* i 
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were ^iven the distinguished title of At-usui ai-khamsa (the five source 
books) . 

It is not accurately known as to when tlie Jdmi" of al-Tirniidhl 
received the recognition and general approval of hadlth scholars. Ibn 
Hazm al-Zahiri in the mid-fifth century criticised it for having recorded 
hadlth from al-JViasltib and al-Kalbi who were unreliable. It is likely 
that al-Tirmidhl's work was recognised well before that of Ibn Maja's 
collection, which was the last to be added to the five collections. Abu 
al-Fadl Muhammad b. Tahir (d. 505/1111) appears to have been the 
first to support Ibn Maja's addition to the five collections and this was 
later endorsed by other hadlth scholars. By the seventh century hijra, 
the six books had been generally recognised by the world of Islam as 
the reliable collections of hadith. Equally well recognised was the fact 
that among the six works, the first two, namely al-Bukhan and Muslim, 
occupied the first rank.'" 

The main criteria that guided die hadith scholars in their selection 
of the six works may be summarised as follows; 

a. The compilers of these works employed certain principles of 
criticism and selection in their collections. 

b. The six collections consisted mainly of Sound and Fair hadlth and 
if they added weak ahadith, they identified them as such, or that 
they wcrr negligible in number 

c. The compilers had examined the value, merit and dement of the 
hadith they collected, discussed the reliability of their narrators, 
and explained the rare hadith, if any, in their collections. 

d. Subsequent experts of hadith examined these works and considered 
them to be reliable. 

The mustiad, musannaf and other collections that were compiled 
before or after the sahlhs of al-Bukhar! and Muslim contained both 
reliable and weak hadith s, which had not, however, been thoroughly 
examined by the hadith scholars nor were they widely used by the 
jurists, and they were" generally overshadowed by the six main 
collections.* 
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TI OS branch of hadith studies is sometimes referred to as 
*f/W al-rija! al-ftadith, and also tabaqai al-rumai (classes of narrators)* 
and asma al-njal (names of authorities)- ll is concerned mainly with 
biographical data, chronology, and life histories of hadith transmitters, 
their academic achievements, their teachers, their students, school of 
following, political leaning and views of other people concerning them. 
All information that has a bearing on reliability or otherwise of their 
narration of hadith, indeed any information that helps to explain and 
identify the personality and character of the hadith transmitter is 
of concern to this branch of \thlm al-hadlth. Biographical data on 
hadith transmitters is also concerned with precise identification of 
the generation {tabaqa) and time frame in which hadith transmitters 
lived. 

Hadith transmitters have occasionally acted against the normal 
order of hadith transmission. Sometimes a Companion narrates 
hadith from a Follower {tdbi K l) % or a father from son, in which case 
it is important that one is able to identify instances of this kind in 
the isnud. The normal order that is expected of isnad is that a person 
in the lower generation or tabaqa narrates hadith from the preceding 
generation. It is also expected that the transmission occurs on a vertical 
line in an order where each generation is represented by one narrator. 
But this normal order frequently changes in parts of the isnad where, 
for example, two or three Companions, or two or three Followers, 
or Successors narrate from one another before the tmi'ul shifts to a 
lower level. Somelinus ivlaiives ami lamih iiu-ml* > narrate from om 
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anorhcr horizontally in one generation. These and similar other factors 
have prompted the hadith scholars to identify the classes/generations 
(lahaqat) of hadith narrators. 

The Companions are basically one tahaqa, yet they have been 
classified in more than a dozen classes based on their seniority and 
closeness to the Prophet, their precedence m embracing Islam, time 
of migration to Madina and participation in the various battles 1 
beginning, for example, with the battles of Badr, Uhud and so forth. 
Two persons may sometimes belong to the same tahaqa from a certain 
perspective, but fall under different tabaqa from a different perspective. 
The Companion, Anas b. Malik al-Ansari s for example, is one of the 
junior Companions {min asaghir al-mkaha), but he joins the leading 
Companions for being one of K mhara muhaslnhara. 

Other factors that are brought to light by the biographers are 
exact identification of names especially when a person may be known 
by various names. The identification also of who is a Companion or 
Idhi^h or idhi* faki^I and so on, are not self evident concerning the 
narrators of hadith and it is the concern of this branch of hadith to 
provide them as accurately as possible. Then the tabi un are also sub- 
divided on the basis, for example, of the fact of their encounter with 
one of the ^ashara muhashshara y that is, the ten Companions to whom 
the Prophet gave the tiding of entry to Paradise, This is followed by 
the leading tahi^iin that include the seven leading jurists of Madina 
{al-fuqaha* al-sa^a) and so on/ 

It is possible, as experience shows, that a person is most pious 
and trustworthy yet weak in respect of retention and memory Hadith 
transmitted by such persons may not be admitted on the merit only 
of their piety. It is also possible, as hadith scholars have noted, that 
a person is sound and reliable at one time and his condition changes 
due to personal situations* adoption of controversial views, illness and 
the like which may cast doubt on his reliability, and his transmission* 
therefore, of hadith." The ^utama' of hadith are normallv careful not 
to accept narration of hadith from unknown people and persons of 
obscure identity and character. It is therefore not enough if a hadith 
narrator is not known for transgression and doubtful statements but 
also that his propriety and trustworthiness is supported by positive 
evidence together with all relevant factora relating tn iheii knowledge, 
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piety, truthfulness, soundness of memory and association with others. 
This is in conformity with the widely-quoted statement of an early 
hadith scholar, *Abd Man b. al-Mubarak {d. 181/797) who said that 
"isndd is a part of the religion, for without the verification of isnad, 
people may say what they wish to say." hntld is concerned with accurate 
recording of the facts of hadith and chronology {al-tarikh) and plays a 
particularly important role in it. Investigation of the relevant dates has 
often revealed that spurious and careless statements have been made 
by individuals concerning the isnad. An early scholar of hadith and a 
leading figure of al-Sham (Syria), Isma'il b. 'Ayyash (d. 182/898) is 
quoted to have asked a man concerning a hadith he had narrated from 
a Follower {tdbi l l\ Khalid b. Ma 'dan "When did you write the hadith 
from Khalid b, Ma c dan?" and the answer given was "die year 113 hijra." 
This invoked the comment from Ibn 'Aj'yash "Do you suppose that 
you heard the hadith from him seven years after his death? — for Ibn 
Ma'dan died in 106 H." 1 Hafs b, Ghiyath, a judge and hadith scholar 
of Kufa (d. 194/810) has been quoted to the effect "when you suspect 
a transmitter of hadith, then judge him by the years," that is, his age, 
and the age of his immediate source, and time of encounter with his 
shaykk over the hadith in question. Sufyan al-Thawri (d. 161/778) 
who is known as amir al~mu'mmlnftl-kad\th (prince of the believers in 
hadith) also went on record to say that "where the transmitters resorted 
to lying, we resorted to chronology (to judge them by it).' H 

This sphere of hadith studies is thus concerned primarily with 
biographical information which often begins with the date and 
place of birth and death, although it is the date of death which is 
the focus of attention rather than the date of birth. The information 
that is so documented is vast and it begins with the generation of the 
Companions, the Followers, and so on, while giving prominence to 
the leading scholars of hadith and their contributions. The earliest 
works on the Tdrikh at-Rumdt is that of Ibn Sa'd al-Zuhrfs (d. 
230/845) Kitah al-Tabaqdt al-Kablr in fifteen volumes, and that of 
Imam Muhammad b, Isma'il al-Bukharl (d. 256/871) Al-Tarikh al- 
Kahtr, and Abu Hatim Muhammad Ibn Hibban al-Busti's (d. 354/965) 
Mashahjr i Utuma* al-Amsdr, and many others. Ibn Hajar a!- 'AsqalanTs 
(d. 852 H) al-haba fi Tamytz al-Sdhdba is very well-known, and a 
mi.iv recent u.xk ui .n . hiim on the subject is // Rtwfa ,ti \>Utsiafrifa 
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by Muhammad b. Ja'far al-Kattani (d. 1345/1927). 5 Al-'Asqalani's Al- 
haba was subsequently summarised by his disciple al-Suyuti (d. 911) 
under the title l Ayn al-kaha. U$d al-Ghaba of 'Lsz al-Din Ibn al-Athlr 
(d. 630) is another well-known work on \Itm Rijdl al-Hadltk* 

The Tabaqat of Ibn Sa'd contains biographies of most of the 
important narrators of hadlth. It is a rich mine of valuable information, 
not only on hadlth but also on the early history of Islam. It contains 
biographies of more than 4,000 tradirionists. Ibn Sa l d was born in Basra 
in 169 H; he travelled in KQfa, Makka and Madlna before he settled in 
Baghdad. Here he came in close contact with Muhammad b. 'Umar 
al-WaqidT, one of the early Arab historians and prolific writers of his 
time, Ibn Sa ( d worked as al-Waqidfs literary secretary for many years, 
which gave him his title, Katib al-WaqidT, by which he is generally 
known. Tbn Sa'd was a man of great accomplishment in learning who 
attracted many distinguished students to his teachings. One of the 
most prominent among them was al-Baladhuri, the author of Futuh al- 
Buldan, who has relied extensively on Ibn Sa 'd, Ibn Sa^'s own reliance 
on al-Waqidfs works has, however, been criticised as the latter has been 
said to have been less than accurate in reference to hadith. 

Ibn Sa f d is known to have written two other works entitled Al- 
Tabaqat al-Saghtr and Kilab Akhbtlr al-Nabi respectively. They are in 
effect not separate works as almost all the information they contain 
has been included in the first two volumes of his Kitah at-Tabaqdl 
ui-Kabir. 

Ibn al-Salah commented on Ibn Sard's Tabaqat, saying that it 
is "an extensive work of great benefits, and its author is also reliable 
(thiqa), except thai he has frequently recorded information from weak 
narrators (al-du^ajT), one among whom is (his teacher) Muhammad 
b. c Umar al-Waqidi." 7 

It seems that one of Ibn Sa'd's disciples, probably al-Husayn b. 
Fahm (d, 289/901) wrote portions of the Tabaqat as the text in some 
sections contains phrases such as "haddaikana Ibn $a ( d" (Ibn Sa'd 
spoke to us). Ibn Fahm -completed the book according to the plan of its 
author, added short notations to it concerning names that were already 
included by the author, and read the work to his own students. The firsi 
two volumes of this work air di-vmed !o ihc gcneology of the Prophet 
Muhammad, ami his biography where the author also pives informal ttrtl 



50 Gtu A Jkxtkwk uj'HwUlh S Indies 

on many of the previous prophets. The Prophet MuhammacTs early 
life in Makka, the beginning of his mission, migration to Madlna, his 
various battles, illness and death, etc, are expounded in considerable 
detail. The rest of this voluminous work is devoted to biographical 
data on the Companions, which he divided into five tabaqai, beginning 
with the Migrants who participated in the Battle of Badr, Companions 
who had migrated to Abyssinia, those who converted to Islam before 
the conquest of Makka, Companions who settled and lived in KG fa, 
or in Basra, Baghdad and orher places, and then the Followers and the 
Successors. Biographical notations on the Companions are long and 
generally contain their gencologics on both their father and mother's 
side, the names of their wives and children, time of conversion to 
Islam, the part taken by them in the important events during the 
Prophet's lifetime, the dates of their death and so forth. There is a 
certain degree of overlap and inclusion of the same names in di tferent 
classes in his divisions, some of which is, however, considered to be 
inevitable. The very last volume of this work is devoted to women 
among the Companions and the Followers/ Ibn Sa'd pays a great deal 
of attention to geneologies with an unusual emphasis on tribal origins 
and descent in a way that is reminiscent of the pre- Islamic era. In 
this regard Ibn Sard's work stands in contrast to that of his teacher 
al-Waqidi. Ibn Sard's biographies are generally premised on the time 
factor and dates such as those of migration to Abyssinia, the Hijra 
proper, the Battle of Badr, the conquest of Makka and so forth. Yet he 
also refers frequently to place names in the biographical data he has 
compiled." Siddiqi has quoted Prof, Sachau's remark on Ibn Sa ( d who 
has "shown impartiality and honesty, thoroughness and minuteness, 
objectivity and originality/' 1 " 

Writers have taken different approaches to biographical literature 
on the classification of hadlth transmitters. Some writers classified 
them in accordance with categories, or lahaqal^ thai lived in the same 
era or generation. Famous in this category is the Tahaqai of Ibn Sa'd. 
Whereas Ibn Sa "d's work provides detailed information on biographees, 
the Tabaqfit al-HujJaz of al-Haliz Shams al-Din al-Dhahabl (d. 748) 
contain extremely short notices on the classes and individuals ■>! h-.idiih 
transmitters. There are also some who confine their woi I only to the 
names, appellations, titles and logics. 
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Still others have classified their biographies in alphabetical order 
in accordance with the names of narrators and this appears to be easier 
to use. One of the well-known works in this category is Ibn I hi jar 
al-'Asqalam's Tahdhlh ui-Tahdhib in ten volumes. Imam al-Biikhtlrl** 
Al-Tarikh al-Kahtr is another work of this type. 

There are also those who based their biographies on tJtt 
chronological factor of the dates of deaths of the transmitter*! and 
yet others who used the names of cities and localities to which the 
narrators belonged. Makka, Madina, Kufa, Basra, Wasit, Damnscuit, 
Baghdad, Alleppo, Qayrawan, Bukhara, Merw, etc., were altfo home 
to hadith transmitters and literary figures. This data provides basic 
tools for hadith criticism and the application of rules pertaining in 
impugnment and validation {ai-jarh waH-tad\l)} x 

The magnitude of these biographical dictionaries is seen from 
the large number of persons whose biographies they contain. Al- 
Bukharrs Al-Tarlkh al-Kabh\ which is the next landmark work after 
that of Ibn Sa'd dealt with over 40,000 rraditionists. No complete 
manuscript of this work is, however, known to exisi. Only section* of 
it have been preserved, Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d, 463 1 1) gav< in hi 
T&rikh Baghdad^ short biographies of 7,831 persons, whereas Ibn Ijhtjar 
al-'Asqalani in his Tahdhth al-Tahdhih and Mizun at-!^idui recorded 
biographies of 12,415 and 14,443 traditionists respectively. 

The initial phase of the {altnt/at literature, which was general and 
recorded biographies uf all narrators of hadith soon led to the writing 
of more specialised vvorks that focused on certain classes thereof, These 
works specialised in the biographies of the Companions, or of pcriOHM 
in other periods, and in respect of cities and localities, or according 
to their ranking on the various criteria of reliability or weakness Ipd 
so forth. 

The results of this research was collected and put togvilu ■ by ^Ijsi 
al-Din Ibn al-Athir (d. 630/1230} in Usd al-Ghuint which compil.d 
biographies of 7,554 persons in the category of Companions, nome 
of whom were only discovered by him. Usd al-Gh&ba is connidi red a 
work of authority and it was followed in the ninth o niuiv Imp i by a 
more comprehend vi vmi >>u i Ik suIihti, namely, 1/ l$ba ft fkmyl 
al-Sahtha by Shihflb aI Dm \\\ Ibntfajai aJ Uqalanl(d. 852/1 44H) 
lbnl.laj.il In pui iu)-.iihi-i i In- results of ihe labours of hi*. pi 
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on the biographies of Companions, criticising them in certain cases 
and adding to them some of his own findings. His work ihus combines 
a part where correct biographies arc recorded of persons who have 
been wrongly identified as Companions in some other biographical 
dictionaries. 

In the Isabel and his other works on hadfth narrators, Ibn Hajar 
has altogether identified twelve classes of narrators from the time 
of the Companions down to the time when the six major collections 
were written. All of his biographies are of persons whose hadith have 
been quoted in one or the other of the six collections. These may be 
summarised as follows. It will he noted at the outset, however, that all 
of the twelve categories actually fall under ihe basic three, namely, the 
Companions, the Followers [t$M 8n) and the Successors (tabi* t&biSln), 
The twelve categories are: 

1. Companions, who are sub-divided into various categories. 

2. Leading figures among the Followers (kibar cif-tdbi^n), such as 
Sa'ld b, al-Musayyib, 'Alqama and Hasan al-Basri. 

3. The upper middle category of Followers, such as Muhammad b. 
Sinn, liafsa bint Shin, and 'Amra bint 'Abd a I- Rahman. 

4. Lower middle category of the Followers, who narrated mostly from 
the Followers (not Companions), such as al-Zuhrf and Qatada, 

5. The junior category of Followers, who may not have heard directly 
from the Companions, such as A l mash. 

6. Those who accompanied the fifth category but who have not met 
with the Companions, such as Ibn Jurayj. 

7. The leading Successors {knbhur ittba al-tab^h})^ such as Malik b. 
Anas and Sufyan al-Thawri. 

8. The upper middle category of Successors, such as Ibn 'Uyayna 
and Ibn *Ulayya. 

9. The junior category of Successors, such as al-ShafTi, and Abu 
Dawud al-TayalisL 

10. Leading literary figures who narrated from junior Successors who 
had not met the Followers, such as Ahmad b, Hanbal, 

11. Upper middle among the tenth category, such as al-Bukhari. 

12. Junior figures among the tenth who quoted the Successors, such 
as al-Tirmidhi. 
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A perusal of this List is enough to show that the categories tend 
to overlap and grey areas have persistently been noted and invited 
attention from researchers who tried to minimise them. The overlap 
that is noted is not necessarily a function of ambiguity but a combination 
of factors that renders the same person eligible to be listed in more 
than one category. Note, for example, the first tabaqa, namely of the 
Companions* who are classified in about a dozen sub-categories on the 
basis either of their seniority in embracing Islam, migration to Madlna, 
participation in the various Battles, the ten to whom the Prophet gave 
the tiding of admission to Paradise {ai- l ashara al-wuinishshttra) and 
so on, and now consider the first Caliph Abu Bakr or his Successor 
( Umar, who belonged to many of these categories. Overlaps of a similar 
order can also be seen among the Followers and Successors. 13 

It is suggested that the last of the Companions was Abu Tufayl 
"Amir b. Wathila al-Laythi who died in the year 100 of the hijra, and 
the Inst of the Followers is one who has seen the last living Companion. 
Abu Tufayl 'Amir b. Wathila died in Makka and the last person among 
the Followers who met him was Khalaf h. Khalifa who died in 181 
hijra and this also marked the ending of the period of the Followers. 
The Successors' period is considered to have ended at the year 220 I 1; 
included among them were the Imams Malik and al-ShafTi. Imam 
Ahmad b. Hanbal {d. 241) belongs to the succeeding generation, that 
is, next to the Successors, whereas Imam Abu Manila (d. 150 K) 
belongs to the category of the Followers as he met some of the junior 
Companions like Anas b, Malik, Jabir b, *Abd Allah and others. 

About seven persons among the Companions are known to have 
narrated a major portion of hadith from the Prophet, a fact which 
earned them the epithet mukththiru al-hudlth (prolific narrators of 
hadith) as opposed to those who transmitted little notwithstanding 
their recognised status as leading figures among them. Anyone who 
narrated more than one thousand hadith from the Prophet belongs 
to the category of prolific narrators and these are Abu 1 lurayra who 
narrated (5,374) ahadith, l Abd Allah b. 'Umar (2,6,i0) .tihiJifh, \n.i-, I. 
Malik (2,286) tbffltK \ '!" Siddjqa (2,210) a&WM, \<"! Ullh Ik 
'Abbas (U.oii) ht„. i, 'Abel vii.il. (1,540) and Mrt S»!|d M kluidi 

(1,170) tihthhih} mow i< Mm (I among the ( ptiinmis were 

'Umar b ..I kl Ml, i bay) |i I . I.. Zuyd U ThAbit, \b0 id 
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Darda* (some say Abu Musa al-Ash'ari instead of Abu al-Darda), and 
Abd Allah b. Mas c ud, and the two selected names from among these 
were *AH and Ibn Mas^ud. 14 

Abu Bakr, the first Caliph, and lifetime friend and Companion of 
the Prophet has narrated about one hundred and forty-two ahddith, 
which in said to be due to his early death at a time when hadlth narration 
had not vet become the focus of attention. 



[ 06 ] Hadith Terminology 

Mustalah al-Haditk 









"MUSTALAH al-haMih" denotes two different meaning!, 
one of which is general and the other more specific. As n general term 
"MmUtlah aLhadlth" is often used as an equivalent term lo 'iiftlru dt 
haJtth, both of which refer to the entire body of hadlth mcthodolo 
and science. The whole discipline began with the purpose main I \ "< 
stemming the tide of forgery in hadith with the aid of a can l\llly 
worked our methodology and rules by which to isolate the forgone*. 
More specifically "Mustalah ai-hadith" refers to technical terms, nartUtt 
and phrases that the discipline has developed over time> and it in 111 
this latter sense that the term is used in the present context* 

Hadith literature is replete with technical terms of the kind thai 
even a native Arabic speaker without expert knowledge of the lubjci'i 
cannot be expected to comprehend. Some of the technical terms 
pertaining to hadith have already been discussed in the preceding 
sections of this book. As will be noted, matters pertaining to rcliabilii \ 
of the chain of isnad and also the meaning and linguistic » 
hadith have moved from simple categories and classifications lo shinies 
of meaning and nuances of linguistic refinement over the various stage* 
of development in hadith literature. The terminology ihai is develop* d 
as a result has in the course of time gained general recognition so thai 
the mere use of a term such as mustuul, mtutasii, mtirfu \ »mrsal % mttqfti ' . 
munqafi\mu l alkifiuu\ soon is enough to convey full identification «>i thi 
type Hi hadith ami iclaiiw siiviijjih and \wokiua <>l It* chain ><i 

I' ram tin du iiiiu.u v pi r.ptvlivi ■ >»i tin -,r unrd>. tarn idnilu ,d m 

nearidmlu.il mi ips luii in I II- iIh\ ar< u-i\ dif Itunt 



56 <st« A Textbook of Hadith Studies 

Mustalah at-had~ith is one of the most, if not the most, significant 
areas of hadith learning in that it consists mainly of the names of 
things. It is the embodiment in many ways of the sum-total of the 
rest of the hadith sciences and communicative, as such, of the end- 
result of its related disciplines. l Ilm mustalah al-hadith also serves to 
depict the cumulative scholarship of the men of learning over the 
history of developments in hadith studies. The refinement of thought 
and levels of distinction in hadith terminology are also indicative of 
the nature of the issues that were encountered in these stages. Hadith 
sciences have grown along different lines and directions which tend 
to he somewhat less than consolidated. Mustalah al-hadith may be said 
to be the one branch of the hadith studies thai seeks to bring all of 
the other branches into focus and provide the reader with an efficient 
lead-in to the knowledge of the entire discipline. 

The discussion that follows provides a brief description of the 
hadith terminology relating to basic terms, hadith literature, hadith 
types and classification from the viewpoints of both transmission 
(ri&aya) and meaning [datdla). This also includes titles of the hadith 
scholars, that is, the aiqah al-muhaddiihm* whereas the genres of hadith 
literature, or asmd* kutuh ai-hadtth, have been discussed under the 
documentation of hadith in a previous chapter. 

Basic Terms: Sunna y Khahar, Athai\ Hadith and Badtlh Qudsi 

Sunna literally means a trodden path, or tarlqa, a precedent and 
exemplary conduct. Although Sunna can mean a bad example or 
precedent as well as a good one, it is often the latter which the Sunna 
conveys. Bid 1 a (innovation), which is the opposite of Sunna is used 
often in the sense of a pernicious innovation which departs from the 
accepted precedent, or Sunna. Although many have considered Sunna 
and hadith to be synonymous, others have reserved Sunna for practical 
examples and hadith for verbal expressions of the Sunna. Sunna also 
differs from hadith in that Sunna refers to the ruling or hukm that is 
conveyed in a hadith, whereas hadith is the verbal carrier of Sunna, 
the words and phrases, in other words, in which the Sunna has been 
communicated and expressed. 



Hadith literally means \speech' and also 'new', which is the opposite 
of i qadim\ Since speech is created as it is uttered by the speaker, it 
is known as hadith. Thus the sayings of the Prophet were known as 
hadith in contradistinction with the Qur'an, which was qadim, Hadith 
as such is the verbal embodiment and vehicle of Sunna. After the 
demise of the Prophet, people engaged in speech about him so much 
that the word hadith was eventually reserved for speech concerning 
the Prophet, including his own speech. This may also explain that in 
the early stages^ the sayings of Companions and even Followers were 
included in ; hadith 1 , which is still the case to some extent. Although 
hadith is the verbal carrier of Sunna, not every hadith contains Sunna, 
that is, a huktn and exemplary conduct. This distinction between Sunna 
and hadith is still valid , but it was more significant in the early stages 
of the development of hadith studies. The distinction has lost some 
of its meaning after al-ShafVl who insisted that every Sutma must be 
verified and established by an authentic hadith, which to all intents and 
purposes was equivalent to saying that there is no Sunna if it cannot 
be proven through a validly transmitted hadith that is supported by 
a reliable imad. 

The view has generally gained ground among the scholars of 
hadith, especially rhe latecomers {muta'akhkhirun) among them that 
hadith and Sunna are two words for the same meaning and that 
both include the saying, act and tacit approval of the Prophet, Yet 
background historical developments tend to draw subtle distinctions 
between them which may now be said to be of historical interest and 
would carry little, if any, religious or juridical weight. Yet a brief review 
of background developments in terminology is useful for purposes of 
understanding. Sunna was seen to have a stronger base in actual reality 
and practice, and it was basically in this sense that the word occurred 
in the saying, as it is reported, of the Prophet; 

"You arc to follow my Stinna and the Siintid of the rightly-guided 
caliphs a iter me. 1 

Soim- have even asserted thai Sunna basically means actual 
i ondui i md Hwi Sunna do< noi iw lude verbal Btateftiefito They say 
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that this was what Sunna had meant during the time of the Prophet 
and the Companions. This is, however, not accepted and it is generally 
held that Sunna is a general term that includes both the saying and 
action of the Prophet, To say this is also in harmony with the Qur'an: 
When the Qur'an assigns to the Prophet the role to explain to the 
people what God has revealed {al-Nahl, 16:44), it is understood that 
the Prophet explained the messages of the Qur'iln in words and action 
both. Besides, a person's statements, words, and conduct often become 
a part of one another and a realistic distinction would be difficult to 
maintain between them. 

Sunna has meant different things to the hadith scholars, the 
jurists, and the ^/scholars respectively. To the K uiama of usfd, Sunna 
primarily signifies a proof and source of the Sharfa next to the Qur'an 
and it comprises the sayings, acts and tacit approval of the Prophet 
which contain evidence to establish a ruling or kukm of Sharfa. 
Some usul scholars have included in Sunna acts and precedent of the 
Companions whether they followed the Qur'an or the directives of the 
Prophet or followed their own ijtihdd, such as their action to collate 
and compile the Quran, for example. Imam Malik has shown this 
tendency as he considered the Sunna of the Prophet and the practice 
of the Companions an extension of one another. Imam Shafi'i has, 
however, criticised his teacher, Imam Malik, for mixing the Sunna of 
the Prophet with the conduct of the Companions. 1 

For the jurists imdfu(/aha\ Surma primarily signifies a value point 
below the level of obligation, including everything which the Prophet 
has authorised by way of recommendation that docs not convey an 
emphatic demand. Sunna as such is equivalent to mandtib that merits 
a reward when it is followed but omitting it is not punishable. Sunna 
in this sense is also used in the expression that so and so is a follower 
of the Sunm, or Ahl al-Sunna wal-Jama^a, and also as ritual prayer, 
such as performing two units of supererogatory prayer, or Sunna. 

For the hadith scholars and muhaddithuu, Sunna is not confined 
to that which conveys a huhn or ruling of SharVa, nor to a proof and 
source thereof, but comprises' all the sayings and acts of the Prophet 
and his tacit approval, his biography and description of personal 
attributes, events such as reports of his battles, and news and stories 
of interest concerning him. The jurists tend to preclude descriptkni >>< 



the personnl attributes of the Prophet from their perception of Sunna. 
The 'ulama of hadith thus tend to include in Sunna almost everything 
that is attributed to the Prophet and this is Sunna in its widest sense 
as compared to the ''ulanuV of usui who discuss Sunna in the context 
mainly of the proofs of Sharta. 

Thtjhqaha\ refer to Surma in the context mainly of the rulings, 
or ahkaitu of Shaft a m the determination of what is obligatory (wdjib)^ 
recommendable (mandub), permissible (mubah), reprehensible (makruh) 
and forbidden (haram). The hadith scholars and jurists have recognised 
the distinction J»t ween Sunna and hadith in the typical statement, for 
example, that "this hadith is contrary to qiyas^ Sunna and consensus 71 
(hadluti-hadlth mukhalif li'I-qiyas wal-Sunna wal-ijma*)? Surma as 
such refers to the normative and exemplary conduct of the Prophet 
which is a recognised source of the Sharta. 

Sunna is divided into three types, namely verbal Sunna (Summ 
qawliyya) which is now synonymous with hadith and, by far, the largest 
part of Sun n a consists of this type. This is followed by actual Sunna 
(Sunna JiUiyyu) which consists of reports concerning the acts of the 
Prophet. What the Prophet has tacitly approved falls under the tacitly 
approved Surma (Sunna taqririyya). This too is a broad category as it 
included customary practices of the Arabs which came to the Prophet's 
attention but which he did not overrule. Tacit Sunna also included acts 
and conduct of the Companions that the Prophet allowed or did not 
overrule when they caught his attention. 

Khabar literally means a report or verbal communication and 
announcement of a factual event, and it thus bears a meaning that 
is closer to hadith than Sunna. For there can be no hadith without 
a khabar^ as hadTth basically consists of a report of the saying and 
exemplary conduct of the Prophet. Tfet there is a difference between 
khabar and hadith in that every hadith consists of what originates 
1mm the Prophet and comes from him, whereas khabar is what comes 
from others concerning him. Every hadith may also be said to be a 
khabar but not every khabar is a hadith. "Khabar" in the expression 
"ikhhari" is employed in reference to a historian in contradistinction 
GO, a mufrftddithi thai is, a scholar of liadith. The Shl'i \tlama* tend 
to use Mahal moW widel\ than their Simni counterparty often m 
,. : ... . i. • I, -lull I'his is Iht.ium- tin iiuis include within the 
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general meaning of hadith and khabar the sayings, not only of the 
Prophet, but also of rheir recognised Imams as they are deemed to have 
inherent knowledge of the Sunna of the Prophet. Hadith to the Shi 'is 
thus signifies a wider meaning, and k/iabur as a term is used by them 
to include hadith proper as well as the sayings of the Imams. Yet there 
is a tendency among ShI l I writers to use the word Sunna in reference 
to the Sunna of the Prophet only. 

Athar literally means imprint, relic or vestage that is inherited 
from the past. It is often used synonymously with hadith. both of 
which imply valid precedent, but athar is wider than hadith in that it 
includes all that is attributed to the Prophet, his Companions, Followers 
and other leading figures. However, some scholars of hadith, especially 
the non- Arabs from Khurasan and Persia, have reserved athar for the 
sayings and precedent of the Companions only. An equivalent term to 
athar^ which is commonly employed, is khabar mawquf, that is, what a 
Companion has indicated to be a part of the Simna but whose chain 
of isndd does not reach the Prophet himself/ 

Hadith Qtidsh This is a variety of hadith in which the Prophet 
speaks to his community and relates what he says direcrly to God Most 
High. Hadith Qiidsi (also known as Hadith Ildhl and Hadith Rabhdnt) 
is thus distinguished from ai-Hadith af-Nabawl, or hadith of the 
Prophet, in that the speaker in the former is God Most High whereas 
in the latter it is the Prophet himself. When the Prophet says, for 
example that u God Most High said*' and in what follows there are also 
parts which read such as u O my servants (yd ibddTf* - the question 
arises as to whether this should be regarded as part of the Qur'an or 
of the hadith of the Prophet. Some have said such hadith partially 
resembles the Qur'an and it also partakes in hadith. It is called Hadith 
Qiidsi because the speech is attributed to God Most High wherein the 
Prophet simply acts as a carrier of the divine message. Although the 
word li tjuds" in the Qur'an has been used in reference to the Archangel 
Gabriel (cf. al-Nahl, 16:102) qudst in the present context is used in its 
literal sense which conveys the sense of purity and holiness in reference 
to God Most High. But even so there is a difference between Hadith 
Qiidsi and the Qur'an, which is that the Qur'an is the speech of God 
that is conveyed to the Prophet by the Archangel Gabriel in the Imm of 
manifest uuihy {mihy zahir) in the words ••! I rod, wh he WOrda oj 
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Hadith Qudsl are those of the Prophet himself and they are not revealed 
in the form of mahy Zilhir* but revealed to him through inspiration of 
idea and concept. 

The words of the Prophet do not command the same spiritual 
ranking as the text of the Qur'an. This also explains why only the 
Qur'an, but not the Hadith Qudsi, may be recited in the five daily 
prayers, or any other , hi lah [hat a Muslim performs. It is a requirement 
also that the Qur'an should be read in a state of ablution, but this is not 
required for Hadith QiufsJ. A total of just over 100 Qudsl hadith have 
been transmitted and there are some hadith collections that consist 
exclusively of this type of hadith. The early % ulant(V (sithf) usually 
opened the Hadith Qudsl with a phrase such as "qdla Rami Allah Jim a 
yarwt 'an wblrik" (the Messenger of God said while reporting from 
God). But the scholars of the later period {khalaj) substituted this by 
the typical statement quia Alhihu ta'dld fima nuvahu K anku Rasui Allah 
(God Most High said in what the Messenger of God narrated from 
Him). The source in both cases is God Most High. Hadith Qudsl may- 
be illustrated as follows; 

1. God Most High said: O My servants! I have forbidden injustice 
unto Myself and also prohibited it to you. So do not be unjust 
amongst yourselves. 

2. Sometimes a hadith Qudsi is merged into a hadith naka&i, as 
in the following example: 

All deeds of the progeny of Adam arc multiplied, the good deeds 
are multiplied ten-fold upwards to seven hundred times. God 
Most High said except for fasting, for this is for Me alone and I 
reward it Myself. It is for My sake that My servant abandons his 
sexual desire and food. One who fasts experiences two joys> one 
when he opens his fast and the other when he meets Me. 
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From the viewpoint of its authenticity, hadith Quttst is measured 
by the same criteria as any other hadith, and it may thus be classified as 
Sound, Fair or Weak, just as it may he classified as elevated (Alarju*), 
suspended, or broken {Mawquf\ Maqtu*) and also as Mutamalir or 
Ahad. This is also indicative of a difference between hadith Qudsi and 
the Qur'ao in that the text of the Qur'ati is authentic beyond question, 
all of which is Muiawaiir, whereas this is not the case with most of 
the hadith QudsV 



Al-Rimaya ma 'l-Diraya (Transmission and Meaning) 

Riwdya (lit. reporting or narration), refers to transmission of hadith 
and the soundness and continuity or otherwise of its imud, and also 
the manner in which the hadith was received, retained and delivered, 
or subjected to validation and impugnment, etc., without looking into 
the meaning and implications of the text of hadith. Diraya on the 
other hand is concerned with the truth, meaning and message of the 
hadith, and the law or ruling that is conveyed by the text. To establish 
the accuracy of the text of hadith is naturally the end- result of the 
enquiry over the transmission and meaning. Rwaya and diraya are 
therefore not separate from one another as they both seek to establish 
the authenticity of hadith and accuracy of its message. 

Sanad) Isnad, Musnud 

Literally 'sanad* means a pillar or support, and in reference to hadith it 
refers to all the individuals and persons who transmitted hadith from 
the Prophet and then from one another until it reaches us. Alusnul, 
which is the active participle of the same root word {sanada) refers to the 
individual narrator that is included in the satuid, whereas isndd, which 
is the verbal noun of the same root refers to the chain of transmission 
of hadith and it is, in this sense, synonymous with sattad. Musnidh thus 
the carrier of hadith and it is synonymous with rawi (narrator). i hndd i 
is sometimes used to signify the activity that is involved in attributing 
the hadith to its narrators in every generation, 

'Musnud' which is the passive participle of wnada refers («» hadith 
thai is supported hy a chain of transmission or ismid Vtcordinj? to the 



preferable view, the chain of transmission in Musnad is also connected 
from beginning to end all the way back to the Prophet. It is a hadith, 
in other words, that is both Muttastl (connected) and Marju 1 (elevated). 
Mmnad as such precludes hadith with a broken isndd or one that does 
not reach the Prophet himself. Musnad in other words, precludes 
Aftfw/«/(suspended), AUirsal at\6 disconnected {ghayr muttastl) hadith. 
To say that the isnad of Musnad hadith is connected all the way means 
that every narrator therein heard or received it through a valid method 
of reception from his teacher or shaykh. Mmnad is not synonymous 
with Aiarju u in lhat every Mumad is a Marju 1 but every Marju 1 does 
not necessarily qualify as Mumad. Al-Hakim al-Ntsaburi also adds that 
the imad of Mmnad must also be clear of tadlh or hidden ambiguity 
thai causes doubt about its reliability. 

Although some hadith scholars have equated Marju' with 
Musnady it is a weak opinion. This is because Marju 1 " can also include 
disconnected hadith which cannot therefore qualify as Musnad* 

Al-Matn 

Literally matn means support. Ir is the verbal noun of mat ana which 
means strengthening or fortifying something, and in this context it 
refers to a hadith that is supported by a text. Matn refers to the text 
or body of hadith and it is used in contradistinction with imaJ y which 
is a different aspect of providing support for hadtth^ namely, through 
a chair of transmission. 

Ranking and Titles of Hadith Scholars {alqah al-muhadditktn) 

The y ttfama" have identified a number of ranks in the accomplishment 
and erudition of hadith in an ascending order, beginning with the 
mtmrid) as follows: 

a. Musnid (the active participle of isnad) refers to a person who 
engages himself in the transmission of hadith and this is acceptable 
e\cn il" he has little knowledge either of the imad or the meaning that 
is conveyed by the luidiih. Sometimes the term mubtadi' (novice) is 
used as an equivalent ^ »tep more advaiu ed to Musnid is the faith til- 
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hadith (lit. seeker of hadith}, an expression which is used in reference 
to a student of hadith who engages himself in acquiring knowledge of 
the riwaya^ diraya and other aspects of ustll ai-hadtlk. 

b. Muhaddith (learned in hadith): This title is given to one who 
knows the strengths and weaknesses both of the imdd and the text of 
the hadith and hidden defects {ai-Ulat) therein. A muhaddith is also 
expected to be familiar with the six renowned collections of hadith 
and has, it is said, committed to memory at least one thousand ahddith 
from the six collections. 1 

c. Hajiz: Literally retentive of memory or a memoriser, one who 
has committed to memory all the SahTh/Sau.nd ahddith and cites it 
from memory when the occasion arises. The term refers to one who 
possesses wider knowledge of hadith than that of a muhaddith. A 
Hajiz is a person who is well-informed about the conditions of the 
transmitters and imdd and can evaluate reliability or weakness of the 
narrators of hadith in every generation just as he can ascertain strength 
and weakness in the ijtihad of other scholars. He is knowledgeable of 
the terminology of hadith and can ascertain nuances of expression 
in hadith literature with regard especially to narrators of hadith. A 
Hajiz conveys a reference to memory, which is naturally important, 
and even if recourse is made to writing and written record, the role 
of committing to memory is still emphasised. Some ^ultima" have 
specified that a hajiz is expected to have committed to memory 100,000 
ahddith and some have said even more, whereas others have mentioned 
a minimum of 20,000 ahddJtk But it is suggested, rightly perhaps, that 
these specifications have to some extent been dictated by the prevailing 
conditions of earlier generations. With the advancement of literacy 
and other aids to memory, and use of computer, the requirements 
may be open to adjustment, for it would otherwise be difficult to find 
people who would qualify for these requirements." It would be equally 
untenable to say that no one would qualify. Such a conclusion would 
be patently false as it is certain that people of great standing in the 
knowledge of hadith existed in the past as they also continue to exist, 
It would thus be advisable for us to attach greater credibility to the 
knowledge and insight; to dirdya, rather than to riwdya, in om own 
limes. For the lilies that, were specified in the piisl may not even be 



accurate to apply after the compilation and documentation of hadith 
on a massive scale. What is important now is to carry the meaning and 
message of those evaluative designations and not be too specific perhaps 
on their quantitative specifications, which might in any case,, have been 
mentioned for the sake of emphasis rather than literal application. 
Would it not be taxing for any one person to memorise hundreds of 
thousands of ahddith with their isndds? What we are saying here also 
applies to the next two ranks, namely of Hujja and Hakim, 

d~ Hujja: literal ly proof, and it refers to a degree of erudition 
in hadith that ranks above that of the hdjiz, Hujja thus refers to a 
person whose knowledge of hadith is comprehensive and insightful in 
addition, that is> to possessing the necessary qualifications of a hafiz. 
Some have specified committing to memory for a Hujja of 300,000 
ahadith together with their isttdds. 

e. Hakim. Hakim signifies the highest degree of erudition in hadith 
which is all-round and comprehensive and comprises a high level of 
competence tn hadith in all of its various branches such as til-jar h 
wa V-/a V/7, Htal ai-hadUh, gkarlb al-hadtik, the abrogator and abrogated 
and so forth. A hakim is also described as one who has committed to 
memory all the reported hadith on record together with their hndds 
in all the Sahth as well as the Hasan and Da *\f categories and can 
distinguish and isolate the fabricated or matvdil* from other ahddith. 

These were some of the basic terms in Musta/ah al-Haditk, which 
arc by no means exhaustive. The various classifications of hadith in 
the three varieties of Sahth, Hasan and Da l if as well as their sub- 
varieties into a much larger range and, of course, Mutawdiir, Mashhilr 
and Afyad also fall within the purview of Mustaiah at- Hadith. These 
are not discussed here as they will be addressed in their appropriate 
contexts in the various sections of this book. What follows next is an 
extension basically of hadith terminology, or Ahi&tatah al-Hadlth. I 
continue first with the classification of hadith into Sound, Fair and 
Weak {Sa(iih< IJtisatt, and Da *ij respectively), whereas the section that 
follows addresses ;i variety of other classifications ranging from elevated 
(Mittjit '), to suspended {Mmrad/) t solitary (Fard) t strong (VUlg) to 
Wuiiunttn um\ lltad. 



[ o8 j Impugnment and Validation 

al-Jarh wa'l-Ta iBi 



ALTHOUGH the Prophet, peace be on him, has in 
principle encouraged diffusion of the knowledge of his teachings and 
Sunna, he has in the meantime warned the believers in such terms: 
"If anyone tells a lie about me intentionally, let him be sure of his 
place in the Hell nre*V In another hadith he is reported to have 
said: "If anyone speaks of a hadith in my name while knowing that 
I have not said it, he is a liar 11 ,* These and similar other warnings 
influenced the Companions and subsequent generations of Muslims 
to exercise caution in the transmission of hadith. The Companions 
were consequently careful not to narrate hadith of which they were 
doubtful. Instances are on record to show that the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs were careful, and often solicited evidence, to clarify doubt in 
the rendering and transmission of hadith, Quoted in support of taking 
a cautious approach to the verification of hadith was also the Qur'anic 
dya addressing the believers "when a transgressor (fasiif) comes to you 
with news^ then investigate (its veracity) so that people are not afflicted 
with adversity due to ignorance and then you regret what you have 
done" (alTIujurat, 49:6), What is emphasised here is to investigate 
and verify reports in all cases especially when they are conveyed by 
persons of compromised integrity. Do not, in other words, dismiss such 
reports prior to investigation and out of ignorance. Since hadith that 
is reported from the Prophet falls within the purview of this directive, 
taking an inquisitive approach toward hadith was thus justified. 

Another Qur'anic passage that is quoted in this context is 
the one which validates the testimony of two persons for proof of 



Impugnment and Validation <^S SI 

unsubstantiated claims (al-Baqara, 2:282). Narration and transmission 
of hadith are no less important than testimony and they are both 
accepted only from upright and trustworthy individuals. Owing to 
the great sensitivity of this matter, some 'u/umd* went so far as to say 
that intentional propagation of lies in the name of hadith amounted to 
disbelief {kufr) and validated the death punishment for its perpetrator/ 
The spread of hadith to the remote parts of the Islamic domain is also 
known to have given rise to apprehensions on the part of the l idama' 
over error and distortion in hadith, which is why they began to address 
the problem by recourse to rigorous criticism of the reliability of the 
narrator of hadith and the textual accuracy of his reports. A separate 
branch of hadith studies, known as ai-jurh ma 1-tu (ill (impugnment and 
validation -also known as naqd a(-hadJth) was developed as a result and 
numerous writers contributed to the growth of interest and literature in 
this field, 1 This branch of the hadith studies is concerned mainly with 
the reliability or otherwise of the transmitters of hadith and compiles 
information which either proves them as uprighr and reliable, or else 
weak and unreliable. Ever since the time of the Companions scholars have 
continued to contribute to the development of al-jarh wa'l-ia $1. 

A number of prominent Companions, including Abu Bakr, 'Umar 
b, al-Khattab, 'All b. Abi Talib, ( Abd Allah b. 'Abbas (d. 96 H), Anas 
b. Malik (d. 93), ^Ubada b. al-Samir, and 'A'isha as well as scholars 
among the iuhfun, such as Sa'id b. Jubayr (d. 95), Sa 'id b. al-Musayyib 
(d. 99) al-Sha'bi {d. 104 H) and Ibn Sirin (d, 110) are associated with 
the development of this branch of the hadith and they are known to 
have spoken concerning the reliability of reports by individuals, whom 
they have either approved or disapproved. But works of scholarship 
on the subject were not written until the third century hijra. Yahya b. 
Mam (d, 233 H), Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal <d. 241 H) and 'AH b. al- 
Madini (d. 234) were the early pioneers who wrote on ihe subject and 
then almost all the leading Imams of hadith including al-Bukhari (d. 
256), Muslim, Abu Dawud and al-Nasa'I have to their credit written 
one or more books on the biographies of hadith transmitters and their 
works and thus contributed to the development of al-jarh wu'i-tu^dii 
during the third ten i tin 

A comprehensive work on at jtuh wa V ta 'till is Ktlah ai-TahiUftlt al- 

Ktihu ill Mm '.i I .il /.iilin .i! Basil (d, IM\ H) in IS volutins tii which 
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the author compiled biographies of over 4,000 narrators of hadith. Due 
to the growth of literature* some writers specialised their works either 
to al-jarh (impugnment) or to al-tadil {validation) and many others 
addressed both as two sides of the same coin. There were also works 
that only focused on the transmitters of the six famous collections, and 
some only on the narrators of al-Bukhari, or of Muslim and so forth. 
Al-Bukhari himself wrote three books on the subject of al-jarh ipa'l- 
ta Vl/, one of which is entitled Al-Duaffi ma 'l-Matrftkln (the weak and 
abandoned) and compiled information on a much larger number of 
narrators. More recent works of authority on the subject included the 
four-volume Mizdti al-lUiddi by Shams al-Dln Muhammad h. Ahmad 
al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) which compiled data on (1 1,053) individuals, and 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar al^Asqalani's (d. 852), Lhdrt ai-Mlzdn in six volumes 
containing data on (14,343) hadith transmitters.* Works of scholarship 
that emerged after the third century generally followed and upheld the 
conclusions of the early pioneers of this discipline. The early scholars 
also tend to fare better on the scale of validation and reliability than 
their successors in the subsequent generations. 

The z ulama" are not unanimous in their assessment of the character 
and qualifications of the transmitters of hadith. While some like Yahya 
b. Ma 'in (d. 233), and Yahya b. Sa'id al-Qattan (d. 198 H) were strict in 
their assessment of the reliability of narrators, others like Abu 'Isa al- 
Tirmidhl and al-Hakim al-Nisaburi (d. 405 H) were not so strict, while 
Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241), al-Bukhari (d. 256) and Muslim (d. 261) 
were considered to be moderate. Hence their respective assessments of 
the various narrators tend to vary. The Sunni and Shi'i scholars have, 
moreover, taken different approaches to the reliability of narrators 
of hadith. There are also differences that emanate from ijtihad. The 
tradkionists (ahl al-hadUk) have, rightly or wrongly, discredited some 
^ulaina among the Rationalists (ahl itt-ra*y) because of their differential 
approaches to ijiihdd.' 

The assassination of the Caliph 'Uthman and the ensuing civil war 
between the Caliph lAH and Mu ( awiya in the year 41 hijra is widely 
known to have marked the beginning of forgery in hadith primarily 
for political purposes of crediting or discrediting a certain individual, 
party or doctrine. This naturally led to greater restrictions and a more 
critical altitude toward the dissemination and transmission of hadith; 
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With regard to ascertaining the textual accuracy of hadith, the 
principal tool that the *ulama' applied was comparison and cross- 
examination, By gathering; all the hadith on a certain subject and other 
data relating to time, place and particular individuals and then carefully 
comparing the relevant parts with one another, the K tilamd' were able to 
evaluate the accuracy of hadith and reliability of their reporters. Some 
of the methods that were applied were as follows; 

1 . Comparison between the ahadiih of the different students of one 
scholar. 

2. Comparison between the statements of a single scholar at different 
times. 

3. Comparison hetween oral recitation and written documents. 

4. Comparison between the hadith and the relevant text of the 
Qur'an. 

To give an illustration, Yahya b. Ma 'in (158-233 AH) tried to 
authenticate the written work on hadith of Hammad b. Salama of Basra 
(d. 167), and this took him to Basra where he checked the text with 
many of Hammad's students (18 students altogether) and then said in 
a conversation to one of them (Musa b. Ismail) that Hammad made 
mistakes and his students added some more to his, and that he wanted 
to distinguish who made which mistakes. Ihn Ma f tn tried to identify 
the source of the mistakes through comparison and cross reference: if 
all the students of Hammad had made the same error, riammad was the 
likely source, but if they differed in making the same error, the error 
was likely to have originated with the student himself. Ihn Mam's 
enquiry also enabled him, in addition to identifying the specific errors, 
to grade the various students of Hammad and determine their accuracy 
in reporting. 7 

Both Tmilnis, Muslim and his teacher al-Bukhari, have authored 
separate works on hadith criticism. In a hadith that Muslim has 
investigated, Ibn 'Abbas reported that on one occasion he prayed 
alone behind the Prophet and started to stand on his left side, but the 
Prophet turned him, to change sides from his left to his right side. 
This incident was then reported by the scholar Yazid b. AbT Zinad, 
from Kiii;i\I), from Ibn ' Villus staring that Ibn 'Abbas stood on the 
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right side of the Prophet and he was then made to stand on the left 
side. There was obviously an error. So Imam Muslim gathered all the 
statements of the students of Kurayb, and then he collected all the 
statements of lbn 'Abbas and established that lbn 'Abbas had changed 
sides from the left to the right, not vice versa. Then he compared 
this with other reports by the Companions who had prayed with the 
Prophet when alone, and found out that Yazid b. Abi Zinad had made 
a mistake/ 

Whenever the reliability of the hadith transmitter is questioned 
and a probing is attempted into his character and knowledge, two 
possibilities are envisaged, one of which is that the available evidence 
supports his reliability and uprightness. This is referred to as frfV//, 
or proving someone to be upright and W/ The other possibility is 
to establish by evidence that the transmitter is unreliable, or that his 
uprightness and \idaia is unproven. This is referred to as ai-jarh which 
literally means wounding. The methods by which ai-jarh is invoked 
and established are more rigorous than what is usually required in 
/</V//. The ^uiatvti' of hadith have often confirmed the transmitter of 
hadith to be acceptable and upright without actually inquiring into 
the detailed grounds of their conclusions. To establish the reliability 
of a person may be due to numerous reasons which may be difficult 
to elaborate. For otherwise the validator {mu K dil) may be saying things 
such as "he did not do this, did not tell a lie, he did do such and 
such" and the list may become lengthy. Yet validation, or ta l tftl, is 
not accepted if it is too vague. Thus if a validator does not identify 
the narrator and simply writes that % reliable person informed me," 
ii is not enough, although according to a minority view, this may be 
acceptable from a prominent scholar. 

As for the question whether validation or impugnment is acceptable 
from only one, or from a minimum of two persons, there is an opinion 
to the effect that like testimony in judicial disputes, the minimum 
requirement here too is affirmation by two persons. But the correct 
view is that jarh or tadll can both be proven by the affirmation of 
one person. 

As for the terminology that is used in ta*dil t some l trfama\ 
including lbn al-Salah and lbn Abi Hatim al-Razi (d, 327 H), have 
used slightly different expressions \u the six thai are listed below. If 



someone approves of a narrator in words such as k thiqa' or ^mutt/in 
(reliable, (rrrn) } his report is acceptable. Approval is also indicated by 
words such as Uhablun, (mjjatm 9 (proof, strong evidence), and even 
more so if words such as 'hafiz'' and ''dahif (retentive, unwavering) 
are used. These expressions indicate the first degree of la'dii, whereas 
expressions such as 'mduq 1 and K silih al-hadtth* (fit to be a hadith 
narrator) and Ha-ha sa bihP (no objection) tend to come next.' 

Impugnment, or al-jarh, is also verified by the use of terms and 
expressions as will presently be discussed. In the case of jarh y it is 
necessary, as already noted, that a reference is made to the grounds 
or causes oi'jurh. People tend to vary in their assessment of what they 
may regard to be a valid ground of jjflfi, but even here, there has been a 
tendency toward avoidance of detail in specifying the grounds (rfttZ-jarh. 
The l uiatmV have often made brief statements that "so and so is weak 
{(ia'lf) or malruk (abandoned)" and the like without giving much detail. 
Brief comments of this type often tell short of explaining or specifying; 
the grounds of^/r//, but they succeeded nevertheless in casting doubt 
on the reliability of their subjects. 1 " Hadith critics are also noted for 
having paid attention to what may be called profane muhdhdt, such 
as indulgence in jokes, eating on public thoroughfares, playing chess, 
listening to music, or playing a musical instrument. It is known that a 
narrator's indulgence in musk and chess hardly failed to disqualify him 
from being a narrator of hadith. It is of interest to note that al-Khatib 
al-Baghdadi has a chapter in Al-Ktfaya in which he elaborates on what 
is not suitable nor valid to be considered as a ground for jar fa." 

Pursuit of pernicious innovation (hid\i) and indulgence in 
capricious opinion (ham) also counted as grounds of al-jark. When 
ft narrator of hadith became known for these* or known for fraudulent 
dealings and dishonesty in financial transactions, his report did not 
fail to be downgraded or abandoned. 12 There has been a tendency on 
the other hand of taking a lenient view of any weakness thai might 
have been noted concerning well-known figures whose uprightness 
had become common knowledge. The Wa/a, for example, of the 
leading Imams of jurisprudence, aI-Awza l I (d. 157), 'All b. al-Madim 
lil 234)i Yahya b. Ma'in (d« 233) and others was taken for granted and 
AW hardly, if ever* questioned, Anothci tendency to be noted in the 
discussion dI ,ii jarh nml i.>\hi is thai the higher links in the disnu 
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of transmission, who were closer to the source, were given greater 
credibility and recognition than the lower links, The scholars of hadith 
thus tended to scrutinise reports by their contemporaries or narrators of 
later generations more stringently compared to, for example s narrators 
who belonged to the tab? tin or even the tab? iab?'\n." 

Yahya b. Ma 'in has specified four qualities in a narrator of hadith, 
namely truthfulness, willingness to authenticate hadith, abandonment 
of pernicious innovations (af-bida^i and avoidance of grave sins {ctf- 
kab&'ir), As for the truthfulness of a narrator or his avoidance of sin, it 
is generally acknowledged that no one is totally clear of sin and if one 
were to require total probity, no one is likely to qualify. It is also agreed 
that hadith is not accepted from those who indulge in criminality and 
transgression. God Most High has ordained acceptance of reports by 
an upright person and rejection thereof by a transgressor. 14 There are 
clear statements in the hadith of the Prophet on the identification of a 
number of sins into grave sins, hut these akadilh are not exclusive. In 
one hadith, the Prophet has warned the believers of seven devastating 
sins (at-saV al-mubiqat). The Companions then asked as to what were 
they and the Prophet, peace be on him, said that they were "associating 
another deity with God, sorcery, slaying a life that God has made 
sacrosanct except in the cause of justice, usury, devouring the property 
of orphans, staying away from jihad, and slanderous accusation of 
chaste women with zina.™ 5 

UjJ! JSlj ^L? Vj M £3* ^ D-iifi J3j j^2\ j &l} 

In another hadith on the same subject, it is provided that "the 
gravest of all sins before God on the Day of Resurrection is association 
with Him, slaying a believer without a just cause, escape from jihad in 
the way of God, and renunciation by one's parents," 16 

Ji5j i)L? ^11 j— 2)M «— «Uil f j_* A1 Us JL&\ jd Ji 



A similar hadith on the subject of grave sins adds one more, 
namely false testimony {skahadat al-zur), r ' To this list, the ^uiamd" 
of liadith have added drinking, sodomy, fraud and other prescribed 
offences when they are proven by the testimony of two just witnesses," 1 
Anyone who has deliberately lied concerning a hadith or is involved in 
forgery is disqualified for ever and may never be admitted again even if 
he repents and corrects himself. 1 " As for repentance from other major 
sins, it may qualify the repenter again when his sincerity and good 
conduct becomes known and established beyond doubt. 2 " 

When a reliable person narrates a hadith from an equally reliable 
person and then the latter denies it in definite expressions such as "1 
did not narrate it, or he lied," or the like, then there would be a clash of 
two decisive statements, one of affirmation and the other of negation. 
Negation prevails in this case and the hadith concerning affirmation is 
rejected. But if the teacher in question merely says "I do not recognise 
this, or I do not remember," this docs not amount to impugnment and 
the hadith is also not rejected because of it.- 1 

When someone narrates a hadith and subsequently forgets what 
he narrated, this does not amount to impugnment of himself and the 
hadith he had narrated is also not affected by his forgetfulness. This is 
the position of the majority of the *utama' of hadith, with the exception 
of the Hanafis who have rejected a hadith on this very ground. This 
was the hadith of Sulayman b. Musa from al-Zuhri -'Urwa - Wisha 
from the Prophet: "When a woman concludes a marriage without the 
permission of her guardian, her nikdh is null and void .,.'*. 

Ibn Jurayj has said concerning this hadith that he asked al-Zuhri 
about it but he did not recognise the hadith. The correct view is, 
however, that of the majority as many learned authorities arc known 
to have narrated a hadith and then forgot their earlier report. People 
do tend to forget and this by itself does not amount to impugnment 
of either the person or of the hadith he had narrated." 

As for a narrator who charges a fee for transmitting hadith, some 
'ulama* of hadith have considered this as tt ground of impugnment. 
Ilm al-$ailiih confirmed this und wrote thai Ahmad K Hanbal and Abfi 
1 1 mm al-RM have also held the same view, According to u minority 
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view attributed to some scholars, including Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi, 
charging a fee in this case is like charging a fee for teaching the Qur'an, 
which is not objectionable, especially for someone who may be in need 
of earning a fee. But even so, charging a fee for transmitting hadith 
of the Prophet is considered demeaning of the integrity and munVa 
of a person. 25 

The methods that were applied in hadith criticism were clearly 
focused on the reliability of the narrator. To accept a hadith according 
to the criteria of hadith criticism, it is not sufficient for the text to 
be accurate and sound but that il should also be transmitted by an 
upright W/ person of undisputed credibility. The issue at stake is not, 
in other words, the narrator's accuracy and care in receiving, retaining 
and then transmitting the hadith hut also his upright character and 
l uiidfa. Individual narrators naturally varied in their abilities and 
attitudes. To ascertain these, the 'ulama developed a set of criteria that 
enabled the grading of hadith transmitters initially on the binary scale 
of impugnment al-jarh and validation al-ta l dif, each of which were 
then sub-divided into six sub-headings, or ranks, known respectively 
as the grades of validation maraiib al-iadll^ and grades of impugnment 
mardtib al-jarh. There were attempts at the use of uniform terminology 
for grading purposes, which tended to vary somewhat in the works 
of various authors and it has evidently taken time for a measure of 
uniformity to develop, ibn Hajar al- 'AsqalanI (773-852 Y\) has rendered 
the relevant terminology as follows: 

1 . The Companions who stand at the highest point on the scale of 

2. Thiqdt pdhitiin: Unwaveringly trustworthy, accepted beyond 
question. 

3. Thiqdt: trustworthy and retentive, inspiring confidence. 

4. Saduq: truthful (the word mutqin is sometimes used by other 
writers as an equivalent). 

5. Saduq yahtm: truthful but prone to making mistakes. 

6. Maqbul: accepted; occasionally the phrase in-sha' Allah (God 
willing) is added. What it means is that there is no proof why his 
report should not be accepted. The word layyin (of little weight) 
is also occasionally used. 



Al-Nawawl and Ibn al-Salah have recorded a four-point scale in a 
descending order of probity, each of which consists of several terms, The 
first rank is identified by the following six terms: ihiqa (trustworthy), 
murtqin (firm), thabtun (of proven record), kujja (proof), "adlun hajizun 
(upright and retentive), and ddbitun (retentive). The second rank is 
identified by saduq (truthful), muhal af-sidq (inclined to truth), Id ba\a 
bthi (no objection). These three terms imply a second ranking next 
to the six terms above as they do not indicate the retentiveness (al- 
ilabt) quality of the narrator. The third rank of probity is identified 
by the use of the term shaykhun, that is an acceptable transmitter but 
that one may need to look into his report and not to readily accept it. 
This is equivalent to sadttq yahvn m al-'Asqalani's terminology, which 
we earlier identified as truthful but prone to indulging in untruth 
(wahm) and making mistakes- The fourth and last rank in this scale is 
identified by the phrase salik al-hadlth (fit to transmit hadith but should 
be verified). This is said to be equivalent to the last point, that is sadiiq, 
or maifbul ifi-sha' Allah in al-'Asqalanl's terminology," 

The probity (Wd7d) of a person is established by his good 
reputation and acceptance of his hadirh by the "ulu-mtV and scholars, 
or when the latter speak well of the narrator, praise him, and express 
confidence in his work. Leading figures such as Imams Malik, Shafi'l 
and Ibn Hanbal, Sufyan al-Thawrl, Yahya b. Ma 'in, t Ali al-Madini 
and many others have established a reputation of l adala to an extent 
that they stand beyond questioning and challenge. Many of them have 
in turn spoken well of the work of others or else have impugned and 
denounced them as being unreliable," 



2. 



The six grades of impugnment or al-jarh are: 

Majhul al-hdt whose integrity is unknown, but there is nothing 
negative about him. As a general rule, obscurity {jahdla) is 
overruled when two upright individuals are known to have 
accepted the report of one who would otherwise be classified as 
majhul ai-hdi The word tnastur (hidden) is occasionally employed 
as an equivalent. 

/V/"/; weak, in the sense thai no Scholar has given him any credit 
and some have openly spoken against him. 
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3. Majhfih unknown, obscure, no more than one person has narrated 
from him, and the person has little to his credit that can be 
said. 

4. Matnlk: abandoned, mainly because someone reliable has 
discredited him. The abandoned person also fails to qualify the 
prerequisites of uprightness. 

5. Muttaham bi'l-kadkib: accused of lying and forgery. 

6. Khadhdhab (liar), or maddd 1, (forger). 

Al-Nawawi uses a four-point scale of evaluation that implies 
degrees of weakness in the trustworthiness of a narrator. The first of 
these is layyin al-hadith (of little weight) which does not necessarily 
imply that the hadith is totally rejected yet it does imply impugnment 
of a type that represents a blemish in uprightness ('adala) of the 
person concerned. The second expression is taysa bi-qatinyyin (not 
strong by any means) which is a degree below layyin, yet hadith 
narrated by this type may still be considered and upheld subject to 
verification. This is followed by da'ifai-hadtlh (weak in the narration 
of hadith) which is a degree below that oi'laysa bi-qawiyyin y yet still not 
totally rejected. And lastly; the terms matruk ai~hadtth (abandoned), 
wfihi (careless, superficial) and kadhdhah (liar). When these arc used 
in the impugnment of a narrator, his hadilh is totally rejected and 
abandoned.' 6 

These grades were mostly followed by earlier scholars, but some 
degree of laxity in their application had been noted in the works of 
the scholars of later ages. Many have used additional expressions for, 
and within, each grade. Scholars preceding al- ( Asqal-anI have often 
used different terms for grading but were generally assiduous in their 
assessment. 37 

Should there he conflicting information concerning a narrator of 
hadith, some of which qualifies him to be reliable and the rest does 
not, the evidence on al-jarh takes priority over the evidence on al- 
ta^dii But if the negative evidence only relates to an earlier part of the 
narrator's life and he is subsequently known to have become upright 
and reliable, then his narration may be accepted. It is important to note 
that in situations of uncertainty such as this, greater attention will be 
paid to the grounds/reasons ihat are gi\<n for impugnment rather than 
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validation. Although the evidence in support of ui-jarh takes priority 
over that of ai-t^dil, but if the number of validators exceed those 
of impugners, then validation may take priority over impugnment. 
The safer position, as Ibn al-Saliih points out, is still the first one, 
which is supported by the majority, namely that jarh takes priority 
over tadllr* 

When a reliable person reports from another reliable person and 
later denies ir himself or overrules what he had earlier reported, this is 
not exactly a form nfjark but the effect is similar in that two positions, 
one positive and the other negative have come about, and the latter 
therefore takes priority over the former. Forgetfulness is also not a form 
ot'jurh and therefore one who forgets what he has reported earlier and 
denies it because of forgetfulness - this does not invalidate the hadith 
according to the majority, except for a group of the Hanafis who do 
consider this as a form of impugnment, The correct view here is that 
of the majority as instances are noted when prominent scholars have 
forgotten |iadlth, or comments on its narrator, which they had earlier 
rendered or confirmed.* 

The ''uhttrnV have differed as to the admissibility of impugnment 
and validation without any reference to the grounds thereof. Whereas 
some have considered specification of the grounds necessary in both 
validation and impugnment, others maintain this to he a requirement 
of validation but not of impugnment. According to yet another view, 
specifying the cause or ground of one's assessment is necessary in 
impugnment but not in validation. The correct view is that explanation 
of causes is not a requirement in validation but it is of impugnment. 
Impugnment is thus unacceptable without a clear reference to its cause 
simply because people tend to differ as to what they may or may not 
consider to be a ground for impugnment. This view is upheld by Ibn 
Ma 'in, Ibn al-Salah, and al-Nawawi among others, whereas al-Khatib 
al-Baghdiidl has identified it as the madhhah of all the leading scholars 
of hadith. It is thus unacceptable to judge a narrator to be weak, or 
unreliabje, withuut explaining the ground of his weakness. 1 " 

Ibn Hajar a I ' AsqalanT has held that impugnment without 
explanation is unaavptuhh: concerning a person who is considered 
hi i" !•■■ run .1 ih •!■ li irncd tfckokr of hadith, For once % person 

. . ih. Liicd he num. ilni .m .t,h, ,,i,on ttfttCM ii is \d\ b) clear 



evidence. It is generally known that the leading - Imams of hadith do not 
validate nor impugn a person unless they are assured of the grounds of 
their assessment. This is also confirmed by al-Dhahabi who went on 
record to say that "never have two learned scholars of hadith validated 
a weak narrator nor have they impugned a reliable one." Abu Shahba 
who quoted both al-Dhahabi and Ibn Hajar has observed that Ibn 
Ha jar's position represents a mature stage of developments in hadith 
sciences on this. 11 

Moreover, validation is unacceptable even from a reliable authority 
without naming of the person concerned. Thus if a reliable figure 
narrates hadith from "a trustworthy person {iil-tkiqaT whom he does 
not mention by name, his validation is not acceptable, as it is possible 
that the same person is not considered trustworthy by someone else 
who might know of a ground of impugnment concerning the same 
anonymous "tkiqa'J" 1 Narration of hadith from a person by an upright 
narrator without mentioning that person's name does not amount 
to validation (ta l dtl) either. An exception to this is made, however, 
concerning well-known authorities who are known to have narrated 
hadith only from reliable persons. n 

There is a difference of opinion as to whether impugnment and 
validation is acceptable from only one person or two. Those who 
maintain that two persons constitute the necessary minimum to 
establish an assessment on one side or the other do so by analogy to the 
testimony of witnesses. The correct view is, however, that impugnment 
and validation by one person is acceptable in the narration of hadith, 
a view which has prevailed among the i ulamd 1 of hadith. u 

When a reliable person narrates hadith from someone whom he 
has mentioned by name, this by itself docs not amount to validation 
of the person so named, although some have held that it does amount 
to validation. The correct position is, however, the first one, for it is 
impermissible in principle to narrate hadith from a person who may 
not pass the test of probity {^adaiu) and narration by itself does not 
establish his \idala. %% 

Among the grounds of impugnment that some scholars have listed 
are (1) attribution of lies and false reports to the Prophet and narrating 
something from him which no reliable person has verified; (2) suspicion 
of lying especially concerning som< who has a repm of telling 
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lies even if he is not specifically known 10 have lied concerning a hadith; 
(3) reputation for making frequent errors; (4) when one is known for 
neglect and oversight {ghajk)\ (5) sinful conduct whether consisting 
of words or action that falls short of unbelief {kufi); (6) when one 
is known for incredulity and imaginary indulgence {wahn) contrary 
to truth; (7) disagreement with reliable authorities and narrators; (8) 
obscurity in regard to personal identification or in regard ro uprightness; 
( ( >) advocacy of pernicious innovation {bid l n) consisting of views and 
beliefs that are contrary to well-known precedent owing to confusion 
and doubt but not to hostility and arrogance; and (10) bad memory 
of the kind that gives rise to doubt whether the person is accurate or 
the opposite thereof 1 " 

Hadith scholars are in agreement as to the permissibility of what 
may amount to backbiting {ghlba) in the context of impugnment. 
Although giriha is normally forbidden, it is permitted on grounds 
of necessity in this context, for it would otherwise be difficult lo 
distinguish the truthful from the liar and the upright from the 
transgressor. The same exemption from ghtba is granted, on the basis 
of general consensus Ujrtitf) with regard to witnesses before the courts 
of justice. The purpose in both cases is to protect the community 
against harm and to avail them of the best means that would uncover 
the truth and avert indulgence in falsehood and evil. 17 

Validation and impugnment are only acceptable from persons who 
are knowledgeable of this subject to a degree that inspires confidence 
in their ability and insight. The person who validates or impugns 
narrators of hadith must be dedicated to truth and act in the capacity 
of a judge of high integrity. The majority of hadith scholars ha\c 
held that impugnment by a learned "and upright person is acceptable 
even without any further explanation as to its grounds, but that such 
explanation is necessary in the evenr where impugnment is attempted 
by a commoner {^amml), It is thus reported that when the Imam al- 
Shafi'l learned that someone had impugned another, he enquired into 
the grounds of his accusation. The man said that he saw the .accused 
urinating in a standing position. The Imam then asked as to what did 
thai have to do with impugnmem, to which the man replied that the 
mini' would splash nntotui elm lies and praying 113 smli cloihcs became 
tpt. lln- Imam (hen naked ilu- nun whether he had i- mal 
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'Hal al-Hadtth 



THE K ulama* of hadith have designated f ilal al-hadtth as 
a separate branch of hadith studies. The discussion here is primarily 
concerned with the study of defects of a less than obvious type in 
hadith, defects that often escape the naked eye in that they may be 
present in a hadith even if the hadith appears to be otherwise intact. 1 
A defect ( v iUa) may relate either to imdd, such as elevating a suspended 
hadith {raf al-mamquj) or connecting a disconnected hadith (ittisal 
(i(-mursa[) y or to the subject matter (main) such as a subtle change 
of a word, superfluous addition or insertion of words that do not 
belong to the text, known as idrdj, and insertion sometimes of one 
hadith into another {idkhal hadith ft hadith)\ or indeed the W& may 
relate to both the text and the isttdd. The delects arc often related 
to the isndd and detecting them often begins with the verification of 
the manifest conditions of a sahth hadith, A defect is often suspected 
when there is something odd about the isnad^ which may be due to its 
variance with other reports or criticism it might have invoked from 
others. The method that the ^u/amd' have applied in order to detect the 
Ufia in hadith is to look into ali the relevant information concerning 
a particular hadith and ascertain discrepancies therein and then to 
verify the reliability or otherwise of the transmitter who comes under 
suspicion. The defects are often such that only the expert would be 
likely to detect them/ Ai~Hakim al-Nistibun {321-405 AH) has stated 
that the focus of attention in this branch of the hadith studies is not 
on hadith which clearly falls under the rejected (mardtid) category, nOT 
is impugnment (af tath) of concern lo l ihil {a! hadith), fitr a rejected 



hadtth is usually set aside and abandoned. Rather, in l ilal al-haiilh 
one often looks into the works of reliable narrators who might have 
themselves failed to notice the defect in the hadith thev have narrated. 
l IM ai-hmilth basically looks into the retentiveness, comprehension, 
and knowledge (al~hijk f ai fahm, ai-ma l rifa) of the qualified narrators 
of hadlth. 11 Because of its sensitivity and refinement, the ^ufmna of 
hadith have often considered Ulal al-hadlth as the most meticulous 
and worthwhile of all the hadith sciences, and one who masters it is 
often compared to a keen craftsman who can distinguish the pure from 
the adulterated by dent of valuable experience/ To illustrate this, it 
is noted that when the isndd of a hadith combines transmitters from 
different places, such as when a Madinese transmits a hadith from one 
who resided in Kufa, this often gave rise to suspicion. 

The 'tihima' have spoken at length about 7/a/ al-hadlth and some 
have written specialised works on the subject. The focus is often on 
the skill, reliability, and knowledge of the narrators, their personal 
details, works, contacts and teachers. The earliest known work on 
'ilaf al-had'uh is that of Yahya b. Ma 'in {158-233 H) bearing the title 
Al-Tarikh Wa'i^Ilal; followed by Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal's (164-24! 
H), 'Ualai-hatrtthyAi-Ulal by Muhammad Ibn 'Isa al-Tirmidhj (209- 
279 H), and many others/ 

Numerous examples of defective hadith have been recorded. To 
give one or two brief examples, it is provided in a hadith, narrated by 
Yunus, from al-Zuhri, from Salim, from Ibn T Umar from the Prophet 
who said: "One who captures one unit of the Friday or other prayers, 
has captured the whole". 

Abu Hattm al-Razi has stated that this hadith is defective both 
in respect of transmission and subject matter. The correct names in 
the chain of transmitters (from al-Zuhri upwards) are al-Zuhri, from 
Abu Salama, from Abu Hurayra, from the Prophet, and also the word 
"Friday" in the text is superfluous. The correct rendering of the text 
therefore is "Whoever captures one rak l a of (a congregational) prayer 
has captured (alt of) it". 

The defect Cilia) of this hadith has thus been located in both the 
subject matter and the «hM ( ' 

Another example Of a defective hadith is as follows: Abu ( Abd 
AUflh Muhammad reported from Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isa - Abu 
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Hudhayfa - Zuhayr b. Muhammad b. 'Uthman b, Sulayman - from 
his father who heard the Prophet, peace be on him, reciting the Sura 
al-Tur in the Maghrib prayer (this is contrary to normal practice 
of silent recitation). Al-Nisaburi has identified three defects in this 
hadith: firstly that l Uthman*s last name is "Ibn AM Sulaymaii", and 
not * Lt Uthman Ibn Sulayman", second that 'Uthman reported it "from 
Nafi* b. Jubayr, from his father", and third that Sulayman's father did 
not hear anything from the Prophet as he never saw the Prophet, 7 
Hidden defects of this kind are not infrequently found in the works 
of even senior scholars who often discuss a hadith without noticing 
the defects therein. It is always recommendable for the transmitter 
and critic to expose and explain any hidden defect that they know 
in a hadfth. Al-Hakim al-NisabGrl identified ten different varieties 
of V/rt/, which will presently be reviewed, but has in the meantime 
mentioned that he only mentioned some varieties, or grounds, of 'tiai 
and that in reality the ways in which ^ilta can find its way to a hadith 
cannot be exclusively enumerated nor defined. But the y ulaw& have not 
neglected the subject and most of these have, in fact, been identified 
and exposed from early times by scholars such as 'Abd al-Rahman 
b. Abi Hatim al-RazT (d. 327 H), Ulal al-HaMk, and ( Ali b, 'Umar 
al-Daraqutni {d. 385), Al-'/iai al-Warida fil-AfuWuh ai-Nahimiyyti, 
and many others. The < ufamd f of hadith have also considered certain 
works such as the three collections of al-Tabarani, namely, Ai-Kablr, 
Al-Awsat, and Al-Saghir, Daraqutni's work Al-Afrad, compilations of 
hadith by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, and Abu Nu c aym al-Isfahani's Htfyat 
al-AwIiyd* wa Tabaqal ul-Asfy'd' to contain many a weak hadith and 
should therefore not be relied upon/ 

To illustrate a defect that relates only to the text or matti, one 
may refer to a hadith, recorded by al-Bukhari, in which the Prophet 
said in response to some news that had broken out in Madina that 
considerable wealth had arrived from the collection of poll-tax {jizya) 
in Bahrain, The following day when the Prophet ended his morning 
prayer in congregation the attendants had apparently expected an 
announcement over the distribution of those assets. The Prophet then 
said: 



By God! I do not fear poverty for you. I only fear that, when this 
material world has been opened to you, as was opened to those who 
came before you, it may distract you from the right path, just us it 
distracted them [fb-tulhikum kamd afhathuin). 

In another version of the same hadith the last three words have 
been recorded as fat uhlikukum kamd ahlakathum {it will destroy you 
as it destroyed them),* 

It has been suggested that a Companion who might have been 
closer to the Prophet on that occasion had heard this phrase differently 
to the one standing a little farther away, as the two phrases sounded very 
similar and their meanings could also equally fit into the context, 10 

For an example of an 7/to that is detected in the isndd^ one may 
refer to a hadith narrated by Ya'la b. ^Ubayd al-TanafusI, from Sufyan 
al-Thawri, from c Amr b. Dinar, from Ibn 'Umar, from the Prophet 
thai "The buyer and seller have the option to (retract their agreement) 
until they part company 1 '. 

Other scholars have reported the same hadith from the associates 
of Sufyan al-Thawri, including Abu Nu'aym al-Fadl b. Daktn, 
Muhammad b, Yusuf al-Faryabi and Mukhlid b. YazTd. It has been 
discovered thai Ya f la had mistakenly recorded l Amr b. Dinar, instead 
of *Abd Allah b. Dinar. There is no defect in the text of the hadith. 11 

Another example of Hliti in the &?»£<$ is the hadith narrated by 
Musa b. <T Jqha, from Suhayl \x Abt Salih, from his father, from Abu 
Hurayra that the Prophet, peace be on him, said: "One who sits in a 
meeting where he speaks excessively, he should say before he leaves 
the meeting 'praise be to God, there is no god but Allah, I seek your 
pardon and J repent 1 ; if he recites this, God would grant him pardon 
for all of his misgivings in that meeting,"" AI-Hakim al-Ntsaburi wrote 
concerning this hadith: One day Imam Muslim visited his mentor, 
Imam al-Bukhari, and asked him concerning this hadith, to which the 
learned al-Bukhari replied {< ir is an elegant hadith and it is the only 
one that I know of concerning this subject, except for the fact that it 
is defective (wwVm/): Musa h. Ismail narrated it from Wuhayb, from 
$uhayl, from 'Awn b. 'Abd Allah... which means that the hadith in 
question is B Statement of *Awn b. 'Abd Allah and not of the Messenger 
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of God. This is a prcfcrabJc reading as it also appears that Musa b. 
X'qba has not actually heard it from Suhayl. 1 ' 1 ' 

Moreover, al-Hakim al-Nisaburi also gives the following instances 
of defective {ma'Iut) hadiths: 

a. where a mursal (disconnected) hadith is partially joined by a 
mumad (complete isnad) hadith thus ending a murmf with a musvad. An 
example of this is the hadfth narrated by Abu Qulaba thai the Prophet 
said: u The most compassionate of my umma is Abu Bakr, and the most 
stringent in God's religion h *Umar; the most truly modest is 'Uthman; 
the most literate is Ubayy b. Ka 'b; and the most knowledgeable on halal 
and haram is Mu'adh b. Jabal. Verily every umma has a trustee and the 
trustee of this umma is Abu l Ubayda (b. al-Jarrah)." 

The larger part of this hadith is a mursal as it is said that Abu 
Qulaba may have heard it from Anas b. Malik but this is uncertain. 
Only the last portion that adds some tiling to the text concerning Abu 
'Ubayda is musnad (as known from other reports) and it is a separate 
hadith which is joined to a larger hadith, thus ending a mursal with a 
musnad. The separate hadith here is: "Verily every umma has a trustee, 
and the trustee of this umma is Abu 'Ubayda." 

b. hnad becomes defective, according to al-Nisaburi, wherein the 
Madinese narrate from Kutians. The doubt here obviously relates to 
distance and location and doubt will persist unless it becomes known that 
the one link travelled to the locality of the other to meet the latter. An 
example of this is the hadith wherein the Prophet has reportedly said: "T 
ask God for forgiveness and repent a hundred times a day." AI-Nisaburi 
wrote concerning the hnad of this hadith; lk Jt is the type of isnad that 
I would not look into, if 1 report a hadith, that is. For one who knows 
the conditions of authenticity of hadith would also know that when the 
Madinese narrate from Kufians, they tend to slip {zalaqu)" n 

C- hnad becomes defective if it omits a link which may be very 
well known, and the fact of its omission is known through another 
chain of isnad concerning the same hadith. An example of this is the 
hadith narrated by Yunus b. Zayd, from Ibn Shihah (al~£uhrl), from 
'All b. al-Husayn, from men of the An$ar (rijitl mm al ) rhtit one 
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night they were with the Messenger of God "when we saw a comet 
that enlightened the sky,.. 1 *, 

AI-Nisaburi wrote that notwithstanding his eminent retention and 
status as a reliable narrator, Yunus b. Zayd unduly condensed the isnad 
of this hadith. The first link in the chain of isnad was Ibn 'Abbas who 
said that he had heard this hadith "from men of the Ansar". The hadith 
has been confirmed to be suhih due to the correct information obtained 
concerning the missing link as it has also been reported from al-Zuhrl 
by Ibn 'Uyayna, ShuVyb, Salih, Awza'i and others. 1 ' 

d. hmld is defective if the narrator omits a link that may be unknown 
and replaces it with another name so as lo make it look more reliable. 
An example of this is the hadith reported by al-Zuhri, from Sufyan 
al-Thawri, from Hajjaj b, Farafisa, u from Yahya b. Kathir, from AbCi 
SaJanra, 1 ' from Abu Hurayra that the Prophet said U A beiiever is dignified 
and generous whereas a transgressor is secretive and ignoble." 

Al-NisabGri commented that there is a distortion in this isvad 
and it occurs bcrween Hajjaj and Abu Salama. The correct version is 
verified to be u from Hajjaj b. Farafisa, from a man Can rajuf), from 
Abu Salama ...", The defective isnad has thus substituted "a man" 
with "Yahya b. KatruYV 3 

e. Sometimes the narrator quotes his immediate source, or shay kh, 
who is his contemporary and the two have met, but the narrator has 
not actually heard the particular hadith from him. An example of this is 
the hadith narrated bv Yahya b. Kathtr, from Anas b, Malik that "when 
the Messenger of God broke his fast in someone's house, he would say: 
observers of fast opened their fast with you and ate your pure food and 
the angels prayed for you (or peace descended on you)." 

jLal ijl Cjjui JaI iic jJafil IJI {L*j AjIc M ur La ^1 J 
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w 

In this isndd, it is known from other relevant evidence that although 
Yahya b. Kathir met with Anas he did not hear this particular hadith 
from him. 1 ' 1 

f. A hadith may be considered defective due to its report via two 
separate chains of transmission, one of which is elevated {marfa*) and 
the other suspended {maipquj). Thus it becomes difficult to establish 
whether ii is d hadith proper or ihe s;i\ imrof -,i ( iompanion. An cMisuple 
of this is the hadith narrated by Abu Farwa Yazid b. Muhammad, from 
his father, from his grandfather, from A 'mash, from Abu Sufyan, from 
Jabir that the Prophet peace be on him said "One who laughs during 
prayer must repeal the prayer but need not rake a new ablution." 

This is the elevated version of the hadith wherein Jabir narrated 
from the Prophet. JiuL the same hadith is reported through a second 
imdd in which Abu'l-Husayn *AII al-Subay l i of Kuia narrated it from 
Ibrahim b. *Abd Allah al-'Absi, from Wald\ from A ( mash, from Abu 
Sufyan who said that "jabir was asked concerning a person who laughs 
aloud in saldh, and he said that only the sulak may be repeated but not 
the ablution". 17 

It is quite obvious that defects of this type can easily pass 
unnoticed by readers who are not knowledgeable on the narrators of 
hadith, their contemporaries and the expectation therefore of the place 
of particular narrators in the relevant isndd. Defect Cilia) is identified 
when something unexpected or unusual is noted concerning the isndd 
or the actual text of the hadith. 

Instances are also found of plausible additions of a phrase to an 
originally shorter hadith, which phrase either explained the hadith or 
gave additional detail, but was found, upon closer examination, to have 
been added by the narrator himself. There is a hadith, for example, 
wherein Anas b. Malik has stated that he had prayed in congregation 
behind ihe Prophet, as well as Abu Bakr, ^Umar and c tJthman and they 
all used to start the prayer with the recitation of"al-hamdu li-llah rahbi 
al-dlamin and did not recite bimiltdh al-rahmdn al-rahini\ It was later 
found out that the latter portion of the hadith (i.e., and they did not 
recite .„) was not mentioned in the original version of the hadith thai 
was transmitted by Anas b. Malik, but was added by other transmitters 
somewhere down the line. Al-Bukhar! and Muslim have consequently 
recorded the shorter version of (his imluh,'* 



[ io ] Hidden Defects II 

Tadln al-HadUh 



TAD LIS literally means concealment, especially in reference 
to a fault that a merchant does not reveal in order to sell his goods. 
It is the verbal noun of dalam which originally means the mixing of 
light and dark colours, Tadlts is usually attempted by one who knows 
what he chooses not to reveal and remains silent. The ^ulama of hadith 
have used tadlts somewhat technically in reference to a transmitter who 
has narrated a hadith from an authority whom he met but from whom 
he did not learn that particular hadith, but learned it from someone 
else going through the same authority, It also refers to a narrator who 
was a contemporary of his immediate source but has not met him, yet 
he makes out as if he did. At other times, the narrator, who might or 
might not have met with his immediate source uses a term which can 
imply both direct and indirect learning. In such situations, the narrator 
tends to avoid using such terms as "so and so informed, or spoke to 
me" and uses terms such as "so and so said, or it is reported from 
so and so". Note for example, the hadith which reads: "Abu f Awana 
narrated (rawd Abu K Awana) from A 'mash, from Ibrahim al-Taymi, 
from his father, from Abu Dharr that the Prophet, peace be on him, 
said .„■' Abu 'Awana then went on record to say tiiat he asked AVnash 
whether he heard the hadith in question from Ibrahim. To this AVnash 
answered that he actually heard it from Hakim ibn Jubayr who quoted 
Ibrahim. A 'mash hud thus concealed his direct source, but the fact 
that he actual I \ divlarcd so when he was asked about it exposes the 
concealed clement ami effectively changes the Mudaflas into a MurwU 
This form of com cnlmcnl in known as UitUU if-ito&d, or hiding some 
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weakness in the isnad } as opposed to concealment in the identification 
of the teachers, or tadlis al-shuyukh, wherein the transmitter has used 
a scholar's name which was not commonly known, instead of using 
the name for which he was well known. The transmitter may have 
used the first name of his authority, or an appellation, or a description 
of some kind, which somehow fails to clearly identify his source. An 
example of this is the report by one Abu Bakr b. Mujahid al-Muqri* 
who narrated from "'Abd Allah K Abi c Abd Allah", by which he meant 
Abu Dawiid, the author of Sttnan Abu Dawud, but Abu DawQd was 
hardly well known by this appellation (kunya) of his. Another variety of 
tadlis ai-shiiyukh occurs when the transmitter exaggerates in the praise 
of his teacher and refers to him by such terms as at-hajiz af-ddbit, td- 
\illdma al-lhdbit y etc., which may be less than accurate. A similar tadlis 
can be seen with reference to places, such as mentioning the name of a 
village without mentioning the nearest city or country, or using a name 
that could apply to different places. An example of this is the use by 
a)-Khatib al-Baghdadi of "so and so from Ma-Wara* a]~Nahr reported" 
by which he simply meani the other side of the river Tigris. Such 
ambiguities have occurred occasionally in the reports of people who 
had not travelled widely in search of the hadith, as opposed to those 
who had, but made out as if they had. This situation was obviously 
encountered frequently, so much so that Ibn Ha jar has given it the 
name * tadlis ai-bilad^ {concealment of cities).-' 

The ^ulunnV have strongly condemned tadlis of the first type 
and have spoken disapprovingly of the second, although they have 
disagreed in their acceptance/rejection of hadith in which tadlis 
might have occurred. The i ulama have often equated tadlis al-isnad 
with lying and have disqualified the person committing it from the 
transmission of hadith, even when committed only once. At times 
words and expressions that the transmitter has used are such that can 
equally imply direct or indirect hearing, and this creates ambiguity, 
but it is often read in the light of the general reputation and record of 
the transmitter so as to determine the reliability of his report. Reports 
that contain tadlis are generally suspect, yet in the more milder cases 
of tadlis, scholars do not disqualify the transmitter altogether and 
tend to accept only those of his reports in which the words used are 
indicative of dircci hearing from the source, To jrive an example, one 



of al-Zuhri's reliable pupils, Sufyan b. x Uyayna (107-198) transmitted 
a hadith from him saying qaia al-Zuhrt (al-Zuhii reported, or al-Zuhri 
said), and he was asked the question, by one ^li b. Khashram, whether 
he heard that particular hadith from al-Zuhri; he remained silent but 
Khashram repeated the question to which the reply came li No, I did 
not hear ii from al-Zuhri, nor from the one who heard rt from al-Zuhri, 
I heard it from *Abd al-Razzaq, from Ma^mar, from ai-Zuhrf'. As it 
is generally known, the two Sufyans, namely Sufyan b, ^Uyayna and 
Sufyan al-Thawri, both well-known and reliable figures, are associated 
with this kind of dubious usage of words, but the < uIam{i , of hadith 
have still accepted their reports. This is because the two Sufyans are 
otherwise known to be reliable and have usually transmitted hadith 
from trustworthy narrators; rhcir version of ladlis^ especially that of 
Sufyan al-Thawri, is often said to consist of little more than a use of 
appellation for the first or full name, and the ambiguity is generally 
ignored.* This kind of tadlis is also known in the narrations of such 
other personalities among the tabCun as Qatada, Hasan al-Basri and 
A Vnash, and even the prominent Companion, Tbn c Abbas, for the latter 
had heard only a handful of a hadith directly from the Prophet and 
heard the rest from fellow Companions, and yet he often quoted the 
Prophet directly. But once again these are not discredited altogether as 
the ambiguity is considered to be slight on the whole when seen in the 
light of their generally acknowledged integrity and accomplishment. 
The collections of both al-Rukhari and Muslim comprise iihadlth 
transmitted by these well-known figures notwithstanding their 
involvement in some mild forms ottadlh. Some have compared tadJts 
by Companions to Mursal hadith, which should actually be classified 
as MursaL Be that as it may, Subhi al-Salih is right in saying perhaps 
that few narrators of hadith were able to avoid tadfts altogether in all 
respects. The traces of tadiis that are found in al-Bukhari and Muslim 
are often said to consist of mild forms of ambiguity in the use of words 
and concern the precise import of expressions such as ^kaddatkand* and 
^akhharana* as to whether ihcy might conceal the difference between 
direcr and indirect hearing. It is probable^ however, that al-Bukharl 
and Muslim may h.m ignored such levels of uncertainly on account 
of the sound repui.uuni and rdinbilif) of the prisons i hai might have 
Urn implicfliui] in hulh* 
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Some critics have drawn a distinction between Mudalias and 
the type of Mursal known as Mursal Khaft (hidden Mursal) in that 
the Mudalias involves transmission of hadith from someone who is 
known to the transmitter and the two have met or that they were 
contemporaries but who have not communicated concerning the hadith 
at issue, yet it is made out as if they had. Mursal Khaft on the other 
hand involves a missing link and the likelihood therefore that the two 
were con temporaries but have not met nor spoken to one another. 
Mursai Khaft differs from Mursal in that Mursal consists of a broken 
link at the level of the Companion and there is no concealment in it 
whereas Mursal Khaft consists of a noted broken link at a lower level 
and it is concealed. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi held that it is the element 
of concealment which distinguishes the Mudaliai from Mursal Khajt. 
When a person transmits hadith from another and makes out that 
he heard the hadith directly from him and then it turns out that this 
was not the case, or that he intentionally conceals the name of his 
immediate source, this is tadfts. This is different from Mursal^ which 
is not likely to involve concealment but it does involve omission. A 
Murm^ in other words, does not involve tadlis but tadlis may on the 
other hand involve ir$al> that is, jumping the link, or omission. This 
may explain why the 'ulamd' disapprove of tadlis much more strongly 
than they do otirsdt. When tadlis is committed by someone who is not 
known to be reliable {i.e. thiqa) s it must be abandoned/ 

Various reasons have been detected for tadlis, some of which 
are more objectionable than others. Tadlis may sometimes be due to 
a certain amount of confusion on the part of a transmitter who has 
heard many things from his immediate source and cannot distinguish 
with clarity exactly what he had heard, so he uses a word that is 
less than categorical on the fact of direct hearing and thus falls into 
tadlis. The transmitter may also happen to be a more senior person 
than his immediate source and may thus be reluctant to quote him 
clearly and refers to him instead by a name other than what he is 
commonly known by, or some such description for which he is not well 
known. Sometimes the transmitter, who has quoted another person 
on numerous other occasions, may refer to him vaguely so as to show 
that he has transmitted hadith from more than one teacher or shaykk. 
Tadlis may also involve an attempt to hide one particular!) weak link 



in an otherwise reliable isitdtl. And lastly a certain ambiguity in tadfts 
may be due to a desire on the part of the transmitter to make out that 
he had travelled widely or met with more scholars than he actually did 
in his search for the hadith of the Prophet. 5 

The Udama of hadith have written at length on transmitters of 
hadith who have committed iudUs and their detailed investigations have 
led them to grade these individuals into four categories of concealers 
{mudatlisun) ranging from those who committed tadlh rarely but were 
otherwise trustworthy, to those who only left out the names and details 
of well-known figures, and then those who left out the names of weak 
and unknown links, and finally those who did this and were weak 
narrators themselves. As a general rule, transmission from these last 
two groups of people is rejected altogether, but narration of the (irsi 
two grades in the four-point scale may be accepted unless there is 
specific evidence to suggest otherwise. There is general agreement as 
to the disqualification absolutely of the perpetrator of tadits ai-imud in 
which a weak Link is deliberately omitted. Some l itlama" have also held 
ihar the ensuing disqualification is permanent, whereas others have 
held that hadith which is clear of ttidlis may be accepted from one who 
has committed tadlh previously provided there is no ambiguity of any- 
kind in his report and the person is otherwise upright. This is the view 
of the majority of the leading madhdhih y including the Shafi'is.'' 

A branch of the hadith literature which relates closely to some 
aspects of lad/ls is knowledge of the names of hadith transmitters 
who are known by different names {nu^rifatu ma dhukira bi-asmi' aw 
sijat mukhlalifa), For example, Salim Abu ( Abd Allah al-Madinl, who 
narrated hadith from Abu Huravra, Abu Sa'Jd al-Khudii and 'A'isha 
is known by no less than eight other variations of the same basic name, 
including Salim Mawla Malik b. Aws, Salim Abu 'Abd Allah al-Dawsi, 
Salim Mawla Daws, Abu 'Abd Allah Mawla Shaddad and others. Ibn 
al-Jawzi has noted that this name has been rendered in fifty variations 
or more and this has given rise to numerous instances of iadtis? 



[ n ] Conflict in Hadith 

Mukktalif al-HaMh 



THIS branch of the hadith studies, which is also known as 
mushkit (iHiadtth 1 (the difficult in hadith) is concerned with the study 
of conflict in ahadltk and proposes methods by which to reconcile 
them. In ihe event of an apparent conflict which can be resolved by 
recourse to interpretation (ta'tvrf), the latter is often attempted through 
the application of the rules of takhsis, that is, particularisation of the 
general, or whenever appropriate, by qualifying the absolute {taqyui 
al-mutlaq). A conflict may also be resolved by attempting reconciliation 
{<ti-jutn wal-tawfiq)^ or by providing factual information so as to 
distinguish the context and application of each hadith with the purpose 
of retaining both and applying each in their respective capacity. This 
area of hadith studies is also concerned with clarification of the meaning 
of difficult and unfamiliar terms and expressions in hadith even when 
i here are no other conflicting hadi th . This is why the expression i mushki i 
al-hatfllh 7 is sometimes preferred to 'nmkhtahf aMiadith" as the former 
can include conflict in hadith as well as hadith which is not in conflict 
with any other hadith but difficult nevertheless to comprehend. The 
difficulty in mushki! ai-kuditfi may also be due to an apparent conflict 
between a hadith and a Quranic text, or with human experience and 
natural sciences. We still retain the more commonly applied term 
(i.e. mukktalif a l-hadilh) here with a reminder perhaps that the term 
'con tlict' is used in rather a loose sense and in reference sometimes 
to cases that do not strictly amount to a conflict siiu.mon. Resolving 
conflict and clarifying difficulties in hadith is admittedly mil i facile 
task and the effort often involves a combination of the kmiwlcd- •< ol 
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ftqjk and hadith. If two hadiths cannot be reconciled by recourse to the 
rules of interpretation, then one may be given preference over the other 
and in this way at least one of them will be upheld, if not both. 

Mukhtalif al-hadith is concerned exclusively with valid hadlth of 
the Sahlh and Hasan varieties but not with hadith that is spurious and 
weak, which would not merit serious attention anyway. This branch 
of the hadlth studies is concern ed, in other words, with hadith that 
commands acceptance but is difficult to understand owing to conflict 
with other equally persuasive evidence either within or outside the 
hadith. Moreover, Mukhtalif al-kadlth is concerned with two types of 
conflicting ahadlth'. firstly when they can be reconciled, and secondly 
when they cannot. The first of these may be illustrated in the two 
ahadith which follow: 

' When the water reaches (the height of) two qultas, it does not carry 
dirt. 2 

God created water clean and will not make it unclean unless there 
is a change in its taste, colour or smell.' 

There is an apparent conflict here which can be resolved by 
recourse to particularisation of the general. The first hadith declares 
water clean when it reaches a certain height (regardless of any change 
in its colour and taste). The second hadith declares that water is clean 
{below the level of two aullas) so long as there is no change in its 
attributes of cleanliness. Each of the two hadiths operates as a specifier 
over the other and the conflict therein is resolved. 

The second of the two possibilities envisaged of conflicting 
uhitdith is when they cannot be reconciled with one another, and this 
also occurs in one or the other of the following two varieties, (a) When 
it is possible to identify a chronological order between the two hadiths, 
in which case the rules of abrogation (naskk) will apply to them and 
the one will uhrogare (he other. Some examples of this are found in 
our discussion of iilirii^iiton in hadith in ;i separate Section below. 
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(b) When a chronological order between the two conflicting hadiths 
cannot be ascertained, in which case recourse will be made to the rules 
of preference (ai-tarjih) to determine which of the two is stronger and 
therefore preferable. There are numerous grounds of tarjlh, most of 
which refer, in the context of hadtth, to the strength and reliability of 
its narrator, and to the clarity and strength of the wording of hadith. 
In his Tadrib at-Rawt, al-Suyuti has discussed the grounds of tarjth 
under seven main headings which are then subdivided into numerous 
sub- varieties that reach altogether to one hundred and nine grounds 
on which al-tarjih may be attempted. I do nor propose to discuss all 
of these here but will refer to some aspects thereof. 

The principal grounds of preference that al-Suyuti has discussed 
are: 

1 , Conditions of the narrators* which refer to a variety of factors such 
as the knowledge of the narrators, their ages, their rerentiveness, 
and their number (if there be many), proximity or otherwise to 
the source, and the manner in which the narrator received the 
information himself and then transmitted it to others and so forth. 
If one of the two conflicting hadiths is proven to be stronger on 
any of these grounds, it may be given preference. 

2, The actual words and expressions (whether sami'ttt, haddalham, 
haddaihana, etc.) and clarity of the language that the narrator has 
used which might indicate preferability and strength. 

3, Whether the narration is verbatim or conceptual, and whether the 
hadith actually refers to its own rationale and V/7«. 

4, Preference by reference to time and place - the Madlnese hadith is 
given preference to the Makki, and the hadith itself may sometimes 
indicate the time and place of its origin. 

5, Preference by reference to the wording of the hadirh: the specific 
is preferable to the general, the literal to the metaphorical, the one 
that expounds its cause to the one that does not, the explicit to 
the implicit, the verbal (qawfr) to the actual (/*'/?), the longer text 
to the shorter and so forth. 

6- Preference by reference to the ruling: prohibition takes* preference 
over permissibility, and one that omits punislnneiii or liability to 
l In- one thai imposes ii 



7. Preference by reference to external factors: hadith which complies 
with the Qpr'an or other ahddtth is preferred to the one that 
dots not. The practice of the Companions is also a point of 
consideration, and so is the extraction of hadith by al-Bukharf 
and Muslim and so forth. 

In the event where preference is totally unfeasible, then the t ulama' 
advise suspension {al-tawaqquj) which means that the conflict prevails 
and no action is taken in either direction, The four courses of action 
that are thus envisaged consist of (1) reconciliation and retention 
(til-jam 1 ) whenever pussible; (2) abrogation when this is ascertained; 
(3) preference; and (4) suspension. There is some disagreement as 
to whether abrogation should be the second or the last recourse, 
but al-^Asqalam and al-Suyutl have opted for the order that is here 
presented.' 

Ever since the time of the Companions, the y ulama' throughout the 
ages have tried to remove difficulties and conflicts in hadith by recourse 
to interpretation and ijtihad. The scholars of hadith were particularly 
challenged by the doubts and controversies expressed by sectarian 
movements, such as the Mu'tazila and the Kharijircs, concerning the 
import and meaning of some ahadith. Imam Shaft *i (d. 204) was the 
first to write a book, entirled Jkhlilaf al-ffadtth, which appeared on 
the margin of the seventh volume of his Kit&b at-Umm. It is not an 
exhaustive work on the subject, but it provided a set of guidelines 
on methods of reconciliation and preference of conflicting hadith. A 
more extensive work on the subject is Tuwll Makhiaiif al-Hadith by 
Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah b. Muslim b. Qutayha al-Daynuri (d. 271). 
The author has, in this work, engaged in disputation with those who 
were over-critical of the Ahi al-Hadith and sought to widen the scope 
of conflict in hadith by highlighting spurious conflicts and aspects 
of conflict that were more apparent rather than real, Ibn Qutayba 
addressed the alleged conflicts in hadith, attempted reconciliation 
between them, and succeeded in providing effective responses to many 
of the Mu'tazilite claims. Many others have written on the subject 
and some Uihma* have considered this branch of the hadith studies 
as "one of the most important, such that no learned scholar or W/wi, 
whichever group he may belong to, can nflforxl to neglect,,. It, involves 
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development of special acumen attained by scholars who are learned in 
hadith^jfyA and usui al-Jiqk.^ Another authoritative work on the subject 
is Mushkil al-Athdr by Abu ja'far Ahmad b, Muhammad al-Tahhawi 
(d. 321 H) in four volumes, a later edition of which was published in 
India in 1333 II. Abu Bafcr Muhammad b. al-I.Iasan al-lsfahani's (d. 
406), Mushkil al-Hadltk ma Bayanuh is also well known. 

Some of the early partisan movements such as the Kharijites, the 
■Shi a, the Qadariyya and the Murji*a have quoted hadith in support of 
their views and doctrines often at the expense of other often divergent 
evidence in the hadTth. When two ahad'ith are quoted by the two sides, 
there is often an apparent conflict which may take a great deal of 
explanation to reach an understanding over issues. 1 do not propose 
tn engage the reader in minute details of this but will merely give the 
general outline of an example as follows: 

The Kharijites have quoted in support of their viewpoints the 
following two akddith; 

1. A group of my umma will continue to be defenders of the 
truth and will not be harmed by the opposition of those who 
oppose them. 

^JlAz* ^j^-kLjV dyjA^ c>^' ij^ lJ^ C) — * ^ — ^^=* J' J^ 

2- Put your swords on your shoulders and then let your strength 
be shown in vour number. 



»AAfrl j^^v I j^fjl >J aSSjI jC- ^e* aSSjju*) \ 



The first hadith evidently envisages defence of truth through 
rational evidence and persuasion, whereas the second speaks of recourse 
to military methods- 

Those who argued against this militant posture advised adherence 
to the community and quoted in support the following akddith: 

You arc to follow the community for God Almighty*s 
(protective) hand is with them, 



• One who boycotts the community even by the measure of a 
span truly severs his bond "with Islam. 

The explanation to justify peaceful methods of defence or recourse 
to militarism and war may thus be sought in the true merit and value 
of the cause which is pursued. The question to ask may be whether 
the cause or principle for which one fights merits such a course of 
action in the first place. 

Controversy has also arisen over the correct meaning of the hadith 
which Ibn Maja has recorded on the authority of Abu Sa c id al-Khudrl, 
and al-Tabarani from 'Ubitda b. al-Samit, wherein the Prophet has 
said in a supplication. 

O My Lord! Kelp me live as a pauper, let me die as a pauper, and 
resurrect me among the paupers.* 

• clyiL-Jl IjaJ ^ ^j^rJj l ij's.nn ,jZ*\j lijl^ ^lJ ^Dl 

This hadith is considered to be in apparent conflict with the 
Prophet's frequent denunciation of poverty, and also his other 
supplications in which he sought refuge from God against the evils of 
poverty. A hadith has thus been recorded on the authority of ^A'isha 
wherein "the Prophet, peace be on him, prayed to God against the evil 
of poverty {fitnat al~fuqr)" 7 and said on another occasion that "God 
loves His servant who is affluent, pious, and modest,"" 

.^ ^& ^\ ±im!\ s_±*j M j} 

These and similar other sayings of the Prophet have led some to 
reject his earlier quoted hadith which apparently presented a conflict 
situation. Al-Qaradawl who has referred to many of these instances has 
observed, and also quoted other commentators, to the effect that ihe 
correct meaning of poverty in the first hadith is modesty and humility 
and not poverty in its literal sense. How can the literal meaning be 
upheld in the face of the Quranic address wherein God Most High 
shows His favour to the Prophet Muhammad by saying '*... and He 
found you poor and made you affluent" (al-Duha, 93:8)? 
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Noted here is also the hadith wherein the Prophet drew a parallel 
between poverty of disbelief: l4 Lord, T seek Thy refuge from disbelief 

and poverty, " ? 

■ 

The reality of all this is reflected in the (act that the Prophet lived 
a lifestyle of humility and shunned arrogance and pomp that was in 
vogue in Persian and Roman courts of his time. 

Moreover, there is a hadith that Abu Dawud has recorded on the 
authority of Umm Salama which prohibits women from looking at 
men, but the hadith has been rejected due to conflict of evidence. The 
hadith in question provides: 

Umm Salama, may God be pleased with her, said: I was with the 
Messenger of God when Maymuna was also present , at which 
rime Ibn Makium turned up, and this was after we were ordered 
to practice veiling. So the Prophet told us to "hide from him". We 
said, O Messenger of tied! Is he not blind? He can neither see nor 
recognise us! Then the Prophet said "Are you Wind too then? Can 
you not sec him? ,,Tfl 

Notwithstanding this being graded as a Sahih hadith, it is noted 
that one person in its chain of tmSfa namely Nabhan the matvU (freed 
slave) of Umm Salama is obscure and has been classified as among the 
weak (ai~du\{fa% Besides, this hadith is in conflict with the evidence 
recorded by both al-Bukhari and Muslim which implies permissibility 
of a woman looking at a stranger, 1 ' 

Thus according to a hadith, which al-Bukhari has recorded; The 
Prophet told Fatima bint Qays after her divorce became final, to 
"observe your waiting period in the house of Ibn Umm Maktuir^ for 
he is a blind man ? you may be changing your clothes bur he would not 
be able to see you/ 11 ' 

According to another hadith which both al-Bukhari and Muslim 
have recorded. 'A'isha has snid thai "The Prophai was screening mc 



with his mantle on mc while I was watching the Abyssinians playing 
in the courtyard of the mosque," 13 

Al-Bukhari has also placed this hadith under the heading "Chapter 
on a woman's looking at the Habash and the like of them without 
suspicion. >,H While speaking in support of this latter position, al- 
Qaradawi has also quoted the views of the author of la/sir al-Qurtubt 
and Qadi ( lyad al-Yahsubl to the effect that it is permissible for a 
woman to look at a stranger or inspect what a man is doing; what 
is not permitted however, is when viewing takes place in a lacivious 
context. 1 ' 

As already noted, a part of the disagreement that has arisen 
concerning the meaning of some aluutith is due to a tendency among 
the scholars and jurists to stick to the literal meaning of words and 
expressions even on occasions when a metaphorical meaning would 
seem preferable. There are numerous instances of departure from 
the literal to metaphorical meanings of words in the Quran and the 
position is no different in the Sunna.™ Some differences of opinion 
have arisen on this especially with reference to the attributes of God 
Most High and the precise meaning of activities or references that God 
has occasionally recorded of His own illustrious self. Some of these 
difficulties, but not all, can be removed in the understanding of such 
expressions in the Qur'an and the Surtna by recourse to allegorical 
interpretation and metaphorical readings of the relevant words and 
sentences. We shall give more examples of this later, but it will be noted 
here that disagreement concerning the meaning of hadith is known to 
have arisen between the Companions themselves. An example of this 
is the hadith {of the cat) which Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and others 
have recorded on the authority of c Alqama. 

We were with 'A'tsha when Abu Hurayra arrived and 'A'isha 
told him; Are you the one who reported the hadith that 'a woman 
was tortured concerning a cat that she had kept in captivity and 
refused to feed or watct the eat?' To this he said "I heard h from 
the Proplin" Then die snid: Did you know who that woman was? 
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The woman who did so was a disbeliever. For a believer is much too 
honoured bv God Most High to let him be tortured for the sake of 
a eat. When you speak concerning rhc Prophet, you must be careful 
as to what you are saying." 

Al-Qaradawi has quoted this episode and noted that in her critique 
of Abu Hurayra, ^A'isha, may God be pleased with them both, did 
not give due credit to Abu Hurayra's hadith and her analysis of it was 
also somewhat questionable. "May God bless 'A'isha for her neglect of 
something that lies at the very heart o\' Islam", The punishment due 
to that woman was because of her callousness to let a weak animal die 
of hunger and thus her failure to show mercy. The principle that is 
upheld in the hadith is of utmost importance tL so much so that it makes 
Muslims proud to subscribe to a high standard of humanitarian value, 
one that demands care and compassion for all animals/* Al-Qaradawi 
went on to refer to another hadith which confirms the one that Abu 
Hurayra had narrated. According to this additional hadith God Most 
High granted forgiveness to an otherwise unruly woman for her act of 
compassion in giving water to a dog that was suffering from thirst. 1 " 

Moreover, Abu Hurayra v s hadith concerning the cat has also been 
narrated by another Companion, c Abd Allah b. *Umar, which both al- 
Bukhari and Muslim have recorded as follows: 

A woman was punished concerning a cat, which she kept in captivily 
until the cat died of hunger. So she was sent to Hell. God Most 
High said to her, you did noi feed the cat nor watered her while 
you tied her, nor did you send her out so that she could feed herself 
from the cast over of die earth. 1 '' 

To further illustrate the metaphorical in hadith and difficulty that 
it may entail, we refer to a hadith, recorded by both al-Bukhari and 
Muslim, on the authority of f Abd Allah b. 'Urnar that the Prophet, 
peace be on htm. said: 

When the people til Paradise reside in Paradise, and those ol Jlell in 
Hell, then death in brought forward until ii i md between Paradim 
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and Hell, and then it is slaughtered. A caller will then call out: O 
people of Paradise! there shall be no death anymore; people of 
Hell! there shall be no death anymore. The people of Paradise \wll 
exceedingly rejoice whereas the people of Hell will be saddened 
further. 20 

It is reported in another hadlth on the authority of Abu Sa'id 
al-Khudrf that "death will, on the Day of Resurrection, be brought in 
the form of a pretty sheep ,.. WI 

How is the former hadith to be understood? How is death 
slaughtered or killed; and how does death itself, in other words, die? 
Some Mu'tazila commentators have underscored the difficulty here by 
saying that death is an attribute (*arad} which has no physical existence 
or corpus {jimi) and the one does not change into the other. How can 
an attribute be slaughtered? Others have doubled the authenticity of 
this hadlth and sidelined it altogether, and still others have said that 
the reference here is to the custodian (mut await) of death. There is also 
an opinion that denounces all of this as unwarranted extrapolation that 
seems to question God's unbounded power over all things. Then it is 
noted that all of this disagreement is caused by a refusal to read a simple 
metaphorical meaning in the hadlth which is that God will bring death 
to an end/ 2 But even this view is questioned by Ahmad Muhammad 
Shakir who says that in the matter of the unseen (ghayfriyyai) it is 
superfluous to resort to metaphorical interpretation; one should retain 
the literal meaning and leave it at that, and that nothing is beyond 
God\s ability and power." 1 

For another example of the metaphorical we may review the 
following hadlth: 

God Most High created the creation and when He finished it, the 
womb rose and said: this is (or 1 am) the place of refuge for one 
who avoids severing the ties of kinship. God Most High said u Ycs, 
Arc you not pleased that I get close to one who gets close to you, 
and I sever ties with one who severs you?" The womb said yes, and 
God confirmed: It (this favour) is granted to you , i .* >14 

fAjl) siuU ^U £ j9 lij Jj^ (jiiJl Jk. lI^J j& ^ di 
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Is the reference to 'womb' here figurative or literal? - is a question 
over which commentators have differed, and there is evidence to the 
effect that the literal meaning is not meant, 

Al-Qaradawi has quoted Qadi 'lyad and Tafslr al-Qiirhibi to this 
effect and has himself observed that this type of shift from rhe literal to 
metaphorical (Majdst) meaning poses no issue, despite the somewhat 
more involved debate that has arisen over the place of the figurative 
in the Qur'an and the Sunna. Ibn Taymiyya has gone on record to 
deny the occurrence of the metaphorical in die Qur'an and hadith. 
Al-Qaradawi has referred to lbn Taymiyya but added that what Ibn 
Taymiyya had meant was to close the door on the excesses of allegories 
in the essence and attributes of God Most High. This may be justified 
to some extent but not the totally negative attitude that Ibn Taymiyya 
has taken over the issue of the Majazt in the Qur'an. 24 

Even Ibn Hazm al-ZShiri, whose literalist approach to the reading 
of the text has earned him the name *ZahirI\ has not denied the 
occurrence of the metaphorical in the Qur'an and the Sunna. Ibn Hazm 
went on to give the following two examples in support of his views: 
one of these is the hadith which reads that "The Nile, Euphrates, 
Savhun and lavhun are the rivers of Paradise'' and the other where 
the Prophet said that "There is a garden from the gardens of Paradise 
between my house and my pulpit." 

^Li <j*? •***$ jM O* UJ?^J U^^^J ^>l l j Jp& 

Ibn Hazm then comments that only the ignorant would hold on 
to the literal meaning of these, and it should be obvious in each case 
that metaphorical language has been used. "Rivers from Paradise" 
underscore the benefit that is derived from these rivers, and "a garden 
from Paradise" is meant to underscore the superiority of that particular 
place in that praying therein rewards one with Paradise.* 5, 

Yet the *ulamd' have warned against indulgence in figurative 
interpretations and advised that onW when the literal approach fails, 
one may resort to the metaphorical. Instances have been noted of 
unwarranted departure from the literal to the metaphorical reading 
of ljadlth, including the hadith, for example, which instructed the 
believer to: 



Wake up lor suhur (pre-dawn meal in Ramadan), for there is 
blessing in the suhur* 

It is then said metaphorically that 'suhilr' in this hadlth means 
prayer and asking for forgiveness (i.e. at-tstighfar) at that time rather 
then eating a meal as such. This is unnecessary and represents an 
unwarranted departure from the literal meaning as there arc several 
other cthdt/Jlh in support of the same. 

Another and even more remote interpretation of hadith may 
be said to be the one that some modern commentators have given 
concerning the references to "at-Masih al-Dajjtir who will appear 
before the return to earth of Jesus Christ. Muslims arc advised to 
seek CJod's protection and help against the evil {fitna) of Dajj&L Some 
people have advanced the view that references to Diijjdl^ in the many 
dhdiiith where such references are found, imply western culture and 
its influence, which is blind (in one eye, just like the Dajjdt\) to the 
idea of spirituality and religion and sees life, the universe, and man as 
purely physical realities. 

Al-Qaradawf has referred to this and has rightly observed that it 
is rather a forced reading of the text and should be avoided. There are 
a large number of ahddilk on this subject and also on the return of 
Jesus Christ that bring light and peace to humanity, so much so that 
when put together they become Mutawdth\ and it is hardly acceptable 
to escape from all of this into some metaphorical interpretation that 
simply fails to inspire credibility.-* 

Two other hadiths that appear to be in conflict are as follows: 

1. What is watered by rain is liable to one-tenth portion (in 
zakah). 

2. There is no zakdh in less than five amsuq. 

• 43Afcja 3*4 j) <LuLoa. (j_$^ L*J3 t^Kr 

TJu' lirsi of thfi*c in said to be concerned with produce of dry 
farming land ami ilu second with produce of irripled land, This is 
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one way of resolving the apparent conflict, and the method here is one 
of interpretation (ta'wtf), The other way is proposed by recourse to the 
rules of the general Cdtnm) and the specific (khusi). The more specific 
or khdss ruling: of the second hadith thus makes an exception to the 
general or *itmm ruling of the first hadith. This would mean thar no 
zukah is imposed on less than five anwa^The second hadith thus acts 
as a specifier over the first and both remain applicable as a resoh. 

AI-QaradawI has advanced the argument on the other hand, that 
both of the two ahddith above are in disharmony with the Qiir'an. For the 
general proclamation of the Qur'an on the subject otzakdh on agricultural 
produce does not make exceptions of the sort that are found in these as 
well as some other ahadith. The uya in question thus provides: 

He it is who created gardens wiih trellises and without, and dates 
and tilth with produce of all kinds, and olives and pomegranates 
similar in kind and different. Eat of their fruits in their seasons, 
but render the dues that are proper on the day that the harvest is 
gathered, (al~A.n 'am, 6:141 ) 

This verse evidently does not differentiate between food grains, 
fruits and other agricultural produce and makes all liable to the payment 
of zakuh. Even the hadith which provides that "there is no zakak on 
vegetables 1 ' - is considered to be weak. 

According to al-Tirmidhi, "the isnad of this hadith is not sound and 
nothing reliable on this subject has been proven from the Prophet. " M 
Al-QaradawT who has written a voluminous work on zakdh discusses 
this subject and questions some of the juristic conclusions, such as 
the one that makes only four categories of food grains liable to zakdh y 
to be at odds with the Qur'an. How can one say that other fruits 
and vegetables as well as apple gardens, tea plantations, cotton and 
so much more which involve enormous amounts of produce are not 
liable to zakah} This very position, he adds, has led some observers to 
the conclusion that the Islamic taxation system only mak* % the small 
farmers who grow wheal and barlex liable to i.»\ "Jl is righl For a 



Muslim,' 1 al-Qaradawi wrote <v to stand in the way of any hadith which 
he finds to be in conflict with the clear injunction of the Qur'an and 
finds no other suitable interpretation for it." !t 

There is also a hadlth that appears in Abu Dawiid, on the authority 
of Ibn Mas'ud, which states, somewhat surprisingly, concerning the 
pre-Islamic practice of female infanticide, that "Both the perpetrator 
of infanticide and its victim are in Hell." 11 One can understand the 
verdict of this hadlth on the perpetrator of this heinous crime, but 
why is the child condemned to the same predicament? This hadith 
also appears to be in conflict with the Qur'anic aya\ "and when the 
female child buried alive is questioned: for what crime was she killed?" 
(al-Takwir» 81:8-9). 

The hadlth at issue is therefore unreliable, and there is no suitable 
interpretation that can actually remove this conflict.*' To give another 
example, we refer to a hadlth which both Muslim and Abu Dawud 
have recorded on the authority of Anas b. Malik that a man asked the 
Prophet concerning his deceased father u where is my father?" to which 
the Prophet replied "your father is in Hell," and when the man was 
walking away, the Prophet called him, to say to him "my father and 
your father are (both) in Hell."'* To this we apply the same analysis 
that was earlier presented concerning a similar hadith that referred to 
the mother of the Prophet. The Prophet's father c Abd Allah and his 
mother Amina died at a time when no message nor scripture had been 
communicated to the inhabitants of Arabia, which means that they 
were not accountable. The hadith verdict that condemns them to Hell 
therefore appears to be unsustainable and in conflict with the Qur'an. 
To give yet another example of a difficult situation we refer to a hadith 
in which the Murji'a have advised a peaceful and pro-status quo attitude 
and quoted the following hadith in support of their viewpoint; 

One who utters la ilaha ilhl-Aliuk goes to Paradise. It was asked 
then: Even if he commits theft and adultery! And he (the Prophet) 
said: Even with theft and adultery. 

*i3>" Jj u?J ub : J^ «*** t/ Ji* ^ V) -U] ^ Jli t> 
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The opponents rejected this and quoted the following hadith to 
the contrary: 

The adulterer does not commit adultery while he is a believer and 
the thief does not commit theft while he is a believer. 

The explanation may be in the figurative language of the hadith in 
both cases - both accentuating the value of true faith* One who has it 
cannot commit such and such, so to speak, and God may still grant him 
success if he repents. The literal meaning is not intended perhaps. A 
certain conflict appears also to exist between the following two ahadith 
one of which provides to the effect that "no contagious infection of 
disease nor bad omen is conveyed without God's permission,"* 5 and 
another hadith which directs the believers to "run from the leper like 
you run from a lion.'* 

Both ahadith arc accepted and an explanation is provided in that 
diseases are not inherently contageous but when a healthy person mixes 
with one who is infected with the disease, he may catch it. Transmission 
of disease is thus caused by contact and intermingling, and causation 
remains the accepted norm of the laws of God. u 









[ 12 ] Unfamiliar Expressions 
in Hadith 

■ 

Gkarib al-HaMtk 



THIS branch of the hadith studies is concerned with odd 
and unfamiliar expressions that are encountered in hadith. When the 
hadith contains rare and difficult expressions, it becomes naturally 
difficult to understand. The ^ulama' have, in fact, encountered unusual 
expressions in the hadith especially after the documentation of hadith 
on a large scale and it is said that the tdbi l l ai-idhi^un, that is > the 
third generation of Muslims, were the first to speak on the subject. 
Outlandish elements may be inherent in the meaning of a word or 
words, or it may be due to customary usage and differences in customs 
and dialects. A certain degree of ambiguity and confusion has also 
been caused by contact and literary influence from non-Arab sources, 
especially the Persian language and tradition after the mid-second 
century hijra when such influences began to affect the language and 
culture of the Arabian peninsula. 

Noted in this context is also the nature of the Prophetic mission 
of Muhammad concerning whom it is proclaimed in the Qur'an: "We 
did not send you but as a conveyer of good news and warnings to the 
whole of mankind" (Saba', 34:28). 



'^^^&40^&t& 



The mission of the Prophet Muhammad was not confined to the 
Qurayshites of Makka; he had to address and communicate with all the 
tribes of Arabia. Arab tribes had different dialects some of which were 
easy and li^ht whereas others were unfamiliar even to the nearby tribes 
and were noi well I now n cm .ill The Ikdouinfl among the Arabs were 
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particularly nored for the use of unfamiliar words and expressions. 
They used to convert, for example, the definite particle "«/" to a single 
letter "vitm "and this often sounded unfamiliar and confusing to others. 
This feature of the spoken Arabic in the Arabian peninsula was also 
noted in regard to the text of the Qur'an. As is well-known, the Qur'an 
was compiled into a single volume; during the time of the first Caliph 
Abu Bakr, but then it was variously rendered and pronounced in the 
"seven dialects of the Arabs". These variations became a cause for 
concern strong enough to impress upon the third Caliph ^Uthman to 
verify the text of the Qur'an once again and then to order the variant 
versions to be destroyed. 

With the arrival of non-Arab people into the Arabian peninsula 
in large numbers following the period of the Companions and the 
Followers, words of non-Arabic origin infiltrated into Arabic and were 
absorbed into the Arabic language, some of which then sounded less 
than familiar to the Arab speakers themselves. The newcomers and 
foreigners on the other hand themselves had difficulty in mastering the 
language of the Qur'an and hadith. Then there came a time when the 
''ulamiY and scholars of hadith were prompted to address the issue of 
unfamiliar words and expressions which had crept into the corpus of 
hadith. For the vast bulk of hadith was articulated and narrated in the 
words and expressions of the narrators and included among them were 
Arabs and non- Arabs from almost every corner of the Islamic domain. 
The early scholars of hadith took a meticulous attitude toward such 
unfamiliar and difficult words and expressions as they encountered 
in the text of the hadith. It is thus reported that Imam Ahmad b. 
Hanbal was once asked about the precise meaning of a letter of an 
unfamiliar description in a hadith to which he replied; u Ask those 
who are expert in al-gharih, for I am reluctant to speculate concerning 
the sayings of the Messenger of God". 1 One of the experts of Arabic 
language, 'Abd al- Malik b, Qurayb al-Asma'i (d. 216 H) was once 
asked about the meaning of the hadith which simply read "al-jaru 
ahaqqu bi-saqabihi" 1 to which he replied "I do not wish to interpret the 
hadith of the Messenger of God, but the Arabs tend to use i al-$aqab i 
in the sense of "immediately adjacent" {inna ai-saqah ai-laziq). 

The hadith would thus mean that "the neighbour has a greater 
claim to what is immediate! \ adjoining his property, " 
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The Hrst work that addressed th^ gharib ai-hatUih was that of Abu 
^Ubayd Ma War b. al-Muthanna al-Taymi (d. 209 H), a small book 
in which he explained unfamiliar expressions in hadith by reference 
to Islamic or pre-Islamic origins of the words and how they might 
have been used in poetry and prose and the meaning: they coveyed in 
the particular hadith in which they occurred. Several works carrying 
the title GharU al-Hadith were written, including a highly acclaimed 
one by Abu *Ubayd al-Qasim b, Sallani (d. 224) entitled Giuirlb al- 
Huditk mal-Alhar, and another by Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-Anb;in 
(d. 328). 3 

Some of these works are better organised than others and deal 
with words and expressions in alphabetical order which makes them 
easier to use, Abu 'Uhayd's work is comprehensive as it is said that it 
is the result of forty years of scholarship. Ibn Qutayba ad-Daynurl (d. 
276 H) subsequently wrote his work on Gharib al-Hadttk in which he 
supplemented Abu 'Ubavd's work and filled in what was left out of 
Abu 'Ubayd's collection. One other work that acquired fame bears the 
tide Al-Nihdyajt Gharib al-Hadith wal-Athar, by Majd al-Din AbtM- 
Sa'adat b. al-Athlr (d. 606 H). Since this was written at a much later 
date, it has combined and consolidated preceding works on the subject 
and is accepted as a work of reference on gharib af-hudith. Many others 
wrote glosses and commentaries on it. Ai-Suyuti (d. 911) summarised 
it in his Al-Durr ai-Nalhtr Taikhh Nihayal Ifai al-Athlr. and there is 
even one which bears the title Ai-Kifayafi Naztn ai-Nihdyu by AhQ 1 !- 
Fkla' Isma'il b. Muhammad al-Ba l labaki al-Hanball {d. 785) which 
has turned the Nihaya of Tbn al-Athir into a book of poetry. Arabic 
words such as baha" (to take pride), abha 1 (houses), lahaiti (in lull, 
also to enjoy), bughaysh (rainfall), htttikayya (tiding, good news) and 
many more such expressions that occur in abdtfit/t are unfamiliar even 
to native speakers of Arabic and the ! ultima' have elaborated on Hun 
precise meaning. 4 

There are basically two ways to explain the unfamiliar cxprowiOnf 
in hadith, one of which is to took into other ahadtfh or works of h.ultili 
by different persons and on difiereni subjects which may help to explain 
tin problrm.iiic in nr. Thittta the preferable of the iwo methods 1 '•• 

second method j ., ol amine, through recour.M- m .h< uncs hoih 

general ami i i.»h-.c.l II j<, works <m ih<- subieei of gkurtb -'/ 
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hadith. One of the most commonly used works of reference on the 
subject is that of Jar Allah Mahmud al-Zamakhshari, Al-Faiq (i- 
Gkarib al-HadJth} Al-Hakim al-rvlsaburi has recounted what many 
^ultima* before him have said, that God Most High has favoured the 
Muslim umma with four people: with al-Shafi 1 ) who advanced the 
understanding, qt fiqh y of the hadith of the Messenger of God; with 
Abu 'Ubayd (Qasim b. Sallam) who explained the ghara'ib (pi. of 
xhurib) of the hadith; with Yahya b. Ma'in who cleared the hadith of 
the Messenger of God from fabrication and lies; and with Ahmad b. 
Hanbal who remained firm against adversity and hardship {mihna) in 
serving the Messenger of God, peace be on him; without their services, 
Islam would have dissipated. Al-Nisaburl has also spoken in praise of 
similar distinguished services of 'Ali b. al-Madini and other prominent 
figures in the field,* 

Al-Nisaburi has quoted a number of ahddtth in which words 
and phrases of an unfamiliar type occur and he then attempted to 
explain their meaning; he also tried to verify a particular meaning as 
the preferred meaning of the words in tjuestion. One such hadith he 
quoted is in reference to a common expression of the Arabs who would 
say "Khahuthiii nufsl" (my soul indulged in filth), and the Prophet 
said concerning it "Let none of you say khabuthut nafsi, but say rather 
laqisat no/si." This last word is somewhat unfamiliar and it is said to be 
synonymous to "dtiqat nafs?* (my sou I /heart suffocated) apparently in 
reference to a kind of pain or ailment to which it applied. Al-Nisaburi 
has also quoted some words that the Prophet spoke affectionately while 
playing with his grandson al-Husayn, which have been subsequently 
explained by experts in the language. Quoted also is a poem cited by 
'Ali b. Abi Talib which contains unfamiliar words. These too have 
been explained.' Since these are somewhat technical, quoting them 
here would not serve any good purpose for English readers. 



[ 13 ] The Abrogator and 
Abrogated in Hadith 

ai-Nasikh wa'l-Mansukh fVl-Hadith 



THIS is an important yet little understood area of the hadith. 
According to al-Zuhri, even the learned jurists are often unaware of 
the abrogator and abrogated in hadith. AUShafiVs understanding 
of this subject and his contribution to it invoked compliments from 
subsequent scholars including the Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal who went 
on record to say that al-ShafM was the one who "taught us the mujmai 
and mufassar (ambiguous and clarified) and the abrogator and abrogated 
in the hadith of the Messenger of God, peace be on him." 1 Other 
prominent scholars who wrote on the subject include Ahmad b. Ishaq 
al-Tanukh! (d. 318/930), Muhammad b. Bahr al-Isfahani (d. 332/934), 
l Umar b. Shahin al-Baghdad? (d. 385/995) and Abu Bakr Muhammad 
b. Musa al-Hamdant (d. 584 H), who wrote Al-rtibarfi'l-Ndsikh mcCl- 
Matmlkh mitt ai-Atharr 

Abrogation is defined as the removal or suspension of one Shan a 
ruling by another, provided that the latter is of a subsequent origin and 
the two rulings are enacted separately from one another The occasion 
for ttaskh arises only when there is a clear conflict between two ahadith 
and the conflict between their respective rulings cannot be reconciled 
nor can the one be distinguished from the other in regard to its 
subject matter, time or circumstance. Naskk occurs not only between 
one hadith and another but also between the rulings of the Qur'an 
and those of the hadith. Abrogation, whether in the hadith itself or 
between the Qur'an and hadith, is of relevance mainly to definitive 
rulings especially in the area of the aJtkSm, as cases of clear conflict in 
this area would have to be resolved prior to enforcement. Since cases of 
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conflict and abrogation between the Qur'an and hadith extend beyond 
the scope strictly of hadith, naskh in its wider sense falls within the 
ambit more of usili al-fiqh than hadith, Naskh is a controversial subject 
and many of the conclusions that have been upheld on it in the works 
of some 'uianuV have been questioned by others. The leading schools 
of Islamic law are also in disagreement over the scope ot naskh. Among 
the four leading schools, only the Shaft J Is have attempted to narrow 
down the scope of naskh by holding the view that the Qur'an and the 
Sanna can only abrogate themselves but that they do not abrogate one 
another. More recent research on the subject has on the whole shown 
that the scope of naskh may not be as wide as it was shown in some 
earlier writings on the subject-' 

As already noted, naskh can occur only in the case of a clear 
conflict between two akadtth. Another prerequisite of naskh is to 
establish a chronological order between the two hadiths and verify that 
the abrogating hadith is of a later origin than the one that it abrogates. 
The subject matter of hadith must also be one that is amenable to 
abrogation: Naskh mainly applies to the ahkam and even here the two 
rulings must be decisive and not open to interpretation. Naskh does not 
apply to purely rational subjects nor does it apply to factual statements 
that are in the nature of news and reports. To say that justice is a virtue 
cannot really be abrogated. Similarly one can deny a report but cannot 
abrogate it. These are some of the prerequisites of naskh which musi 
be fulfilled before naskh is implemented. 

There are four types of abrogation in hadith. The first of these is 
one that is explicitly known from the saying of the Prophet himself. An 
example of this is the hadith of Burayda which is recorded in Muslim 
thai the Prophet, peace be on him, said: "I had forbidden you from 
visiting the graves. You may now visit them." 1 

The facts of abrogation and the two rulings^ one permissive and 
the other prohibitive, as well as the fact that these were separately 
enacted arc all clear in the hadith itself, which is why this type of 
abrogation is known as explicit abrogation {ul-tmskh al-sarih), 

Another example of this is the Ijadith reported by Jabir b. l Abd 
Allah that the Prophet said: M You may eat what is taken from the ■ I 
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(below the surface) but do not eat [hat which moves about above the 
water ^ 
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This hadlth stands abrogated by another hadlth reported by Abu 
Hurayra that a man asked the Prophet: 

O Messenger of God! We go out in the sen and carry with us a little 
water; if we use that water for ablution we would not have enough 
for drinking. Can we make ablution by sea water? The Prophet, 
pence be on him, said to him: u The sea is clean, its water is clean 
and so is the dead of Lhe sea> n5 

Second, abrogation in hadlth may also be known from the saying 
of a Companion rather than the text of the hadlth itself, An example 
of this is the hadlth reported by Abu Ayyub af-Ansari that the Prophet 
said: "Refresh your ablution after consuming what is changed (cooked) 
by fire*. 

The hadtth stands abrogated, however, by what the Companion 
Jabir b. 'Abd Allah has said that: The last of the two rulings that is 
known from the Messenger of God, peace be on him, is that ablution 
is not vitiated by consuming food that is changed by fire (or cooked 
by fire). 4 

liljj alulj AjJC illl gjLuo <*iil <J.>wdJ L>* LtD**^ J^' U^ 

Another example of this is the hadith narrated by *Abd Allah 
b. 'Ulnar that the Prophet, peace be on him, said "The deceased is 
tortured by the weeping of his relatives over his death". 

This hadith stands abrogated, however, by what the Prophet's 
widow, 'A'ishu, is repotted to have said: "May God bless Abu 'Abd 
al-Rnhmifn (i.e, Ihn Tlmur) who has not lied but has forgotten or 
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mistaken that when the Messenger of God passed by a (deceased) 
Jewish woman whose relatives were crying over her, he said: They 
are crying while she is being tortured in her grave" (stating thus two 
separate things, i.e. not that the one had caused the other)/ 

Third, abrogation in hadith may also be known through an 
historical or chronological sequence of events. An example of this is 
the hadith that Shaddad b. Aws narrated from the Prophet to the effect 
that "cupping breaks the fast of both the cupper and the cupped"; 
and another hadith reported by Ibn 'Abbas that "The Prophet, 
peace be on him, cupped while he was fasting". The former hadith 
is recorded by Abu Dawud and al^Nasa'I and the latter by al-Bukharl 
and Muslim. 1 * 

.jjL^a jAj aa"i^1 flutj 4jjfi Jill ^gLuO J (jj 

Imam Shafi'i has explained that the second hadith has abrogated 
the first. This is because the first hadith is known to have been uttered 
at the time of the conquest of Makka in the year 8 Hijra whereas the 
second was pronounced later in the Farewell Pilgrimage in the year 
10. The ^ulama are consequently in agreement on the conclusion that 
cupping does not vitiate the fast." 

And lastly, abrogation in hadith may be known through general 
consensus (ijmd') such as the hadith "one who drinks liquor shall be 
lashed, but if he repeated it four times, he shall be killed". 

.»jMi f4Jh l^ ^ C&* " J-^^ j*±Jl uj^h t> 

This hadith is recorded bv Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhi, but it 
stands abrogated as consensus has made known that action is not taken 
on it, and it is abrogated. Ibn Hazm al-Zahiri has taken an exception here 
but al-Nawawi wrote concerning it that u fhe Zahiriyya disagreement 
does not detract anything from the said ijma\ In addition, it is known 
that after pronouncing the hadith in question, there was an occasion 
when the Prophet punished a man for drinking on a fourth occasion 
by beating but did not kill him.'* Although ijmii* itself cannot abrogate 
hadith it can nevertheless verify whether abrogation has or has not 
occurred," 



An area of the hadith literature which is especially helpful and 
relevant to the occurrence or otherwise of abrogation in hadith is the 
asbab wurud al-hadith, that is, the phenomenology of hadith which 
explain and specify occasions of the occurrence, or pronouncement 
of hadith. One useful work on this subject is that of the Damascene 
Traditionist Ibrahim Muhammad b. Kamal al-Dln, also known as Ibn 
Hamza al-Husaynfs (d. 1 120 H), Ai-Bayan wal-TaWifJt Ashdh Wurud 
al-Hadith at-Shanf^ which is alphabetically arranged in reference to 
persons and events. A Syrian edition of this work was published in 
Aleppo in 1329 H and it appears in two volumes. Many works have 
also been written on abrogation generally and on abrogation in hadith 
in particular. An early work on the latter was Nasikh al- Hadith wa 
Mansukhuh authored by al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Athram 
(d. 261) who was a friend of the renowned Imam Ahmad b, Hanbal. 
The work was written in three small booklets and it has survived. 
Another monographic work on the subject thai bore the same title 
was Nasikh al-Hadith ma Mansukhuh authored by al-Hafiz Abf Hafs 
*Umar b> Ahmad al-Baghdadi, known as Ibn Shahin (d. 385 H). A 
more comprehensive work was later written by al-Hafiz Abu Bakr 
Muhammad b. Musa al-Hazimi (d. 584} entitled Al-ttibar fi'l-Ndsikh 
waH-Mansukk min al-Athdr. 11 






[ i4 ] Additional Segments to 

Hadith by Reliable Narrators 

Ziyadat al-Thiqat 



TWO different versions of a hadith are sometimes reported 
by two different but reliable narrators, or even by the same narrator at 
different points of time, one of which adds a segment to the shorter 
version or records some kind of variation to the words. The question 
then arises as to the admissibility or otherwise of the additional data 
to the hadith in question. The additional part is more often than not 
reported by one narrator who is reliable and also knowledgeable on 
the subject. 

Two situations are envisaged here, one of which is that the 
additional part to a hadith either opposes the substance of ihc shorter 
version and stands in conflict with it or that it merely reiterates 
and endorses it. There is basically no problem when the additional 
information confirms totally the existing pari, but there are often 
cases where the additional segment, although confirming the shorter 
version, nevertheless, contains a juristic addition or an element which 
may present a minor interference of some kind. 

In the event where the additional part conflicts directly with 
the existing portion of the hadith, the issue will be treated as one 
of conflict and preference {ai-ta\muj mil-tarjlh) to which the rules 
that apply to this subject will apply. This would necessitate looking 
into the circumstances and occasions of the two reports, the cause, 
if any, of the addition, and retentivencss of the narrators involved. 
U the addition is by a narrator or narrators who command a greater 
degree of reliability and are known for their care and accuracy in 
transmission compared if) those who nr« associated with the shorter 
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hadith, then the longer version will be upheld and the shorter version 
will be treated as a shadhdh (stray) hadith. If on the other hand, the 
additional elements,, whether in the text of the hadith or in its chain of 
transmission, are manifestly odd and isolated and are not supported by 
the much larger number of reported cases of the same hadith, then the 
addition itself will be struck out and ignored. Attention will also be due 
to the occasion or circumstances in which the two versions originated. 
Were the two ahd&th uttered at one and the same meeting or occasion 
when the Prophet actually pronounced them or on different occasions? 
[f the latter be the case, then a conflict may be less likely to arise and 
both versions may be accepted as they are, But if it is established 
that the different versions originated at one and the same meeting or 
occasion, then the version that is transmitted by more narrators will 
prevail over that which is variantly transmitted by one, provided that 
the former are not known for error and oversight. Consequently the 
additional part of the hadith which is transmitted by a single narrator 
is isolated and rejected for the simple reason that error by one person 
is more likely than by a multitude. But if the single narrator who has 
reported the addition is an eminently reliable person, who is also more 
knowledgeable on the subject, then his version, as noted above, will be 
preferred over the variant report of many who are known for careless 
reporting, although some hadith scholars do not agree with this. 
However, on occasions, the preference of one over the other version 
may be determined on juridical grounds and the greater proximity 
that might be exhibited by one or the other with the Qiir'an and the 
relevant principles of Sharta.* 

As for the situation where the longer version of the same hadith 
confirms and reiterates the shorter version, two possibilities can arise, 
one of which is where both versions are reported by the same narrator 
who has merely quoted the same hadith but has elaborated it further 
on the subsequent occasion by adding something to it. This situation 
does not present a problem and the longer version is merely regarded 
as an elaboration and does not affect the original hadith. But if the 
longer version of the hadith adds a new point that does not exist in 
the shorter hndiili, then the longer hadith is considered as a separate 
hadiih 1 1 i.i i is reported bv a reliable narrator, and each part may be 
separate!) quoted \\ lint the (wo pans of a luultili lit concerned with 
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two different subjects, it is also permissible to quote only the relevant 
part in a context where the other part is left out. This also applies 
to a hadith that may consist of more than two subjects or points. 2 A 
different scenario obtains, however, in the event where the same narrator 
is known to have cited the longer version of his hadith first and then 
a shorter version on a subsequent occasion. The longer version is to 
be upheld as it is likely that he summarised it later with the assurance 
that he has already delivered the fuller version of the hadith.' 

An example of hadith wherein the additional segment adds 
something which is however not in conflict with its shorter version 
is the one reported by Muslim through Abu Malik al-Ashja X from 
Rub ( i, from Hudhayfa that the Prophet, peace be on him, said 
"... the earth has all of it been made into a mosque for us, and its soil 
has been purified for us."' 

Abu Malik b. Tariq al-Ashja 1 ] is the only one who has narrated 
this hadith with the additional elements at the end, especially the 
reference to the soil "turfwtufuf* which is absent in other reports. For 
other narrators including 'Ubayd Allah b, 'Umar and Ayyub who have 
reported it from Nafi ( from Ibn 'Umar have reported the same hadith 
without this additional element and reported it simply as "and the 
earth has been made into a mosque for us and purified.' 1 

As it appears here the additional version docs not oppose the 
shorter version of the hadith; both arc therefore accepted and this 
is what Imam Malik and Abu Hanifa have also held, and it is the 
correct position. The Shan 'is and Hanbalis have held on the other 
hand that the additional clement brings in an adjective (was/) which 
tends to introduce a change and the rules of tarjth or preference would 
therefore apply. The Hanafls and Malikis maintain that addition of the 
word "lurhatitka" (its soil, or dust) merely confirms that the hadith 
refers to the earth "al-artf\ whereas Imam Shaft*? and ibn Hanbal 
read into this addition that it is the soil of the earth rather than all of 
the rest of the earth such as stones, trees and the like that is the focus 
of hadith. Thus it would include 'soil 1 that is carried to a different 
surface, for example. Dry ablution, or tayammum, according to the 
Shaft 'is and Hanbalis is thus valid only with clean soil. But if the 
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shorter version of the hadith is followed, tayummum would be valid 
on all clean surfaces of the earth. 4 

Another example to note here is the hadith, recorded by both al- 
Bukhari and Muslim from c Abd Allah b. Mas'ud, which is as follows: 

Abu *Amr 'Uthman b. Ahmad b, a!-Sammak reported from Hasan 
b. Mukarram from *Uthman b. l Umar from Malik b. Mighwal from 
al-Walid b. al-*Ayzar, from Abu c Amr aUShaybanl from *Abd Allah b. 
Mas'ud who said that "I asked the Propher, peace be on him: what is the 
best of all deeds? And he said "prayer when performed at the beginning 
of its time segment." Then I asked "then what?" and the Prophet, peace 
be on him, said "struggle in the way of God"; then I said "what else?" 
to which the Prophet replied "being good to one's parents". 

Al-Hakim al-NlsabCiri who recorded this hadith wrote that this is 
a well-preserved hadith which a group of leading figures have reported 
from Malik b. Mighwal and also from c Urhman b. 'Umar, but they do 
not mention the phrase tl at the beginning of its time segment". It is 
only Hasan b. Mukarram (and Bindar b. Bashshar), both of whom are 
trustworthy and knowledgeable (fktqatatt, faqlhan) who have reported 
it with the added elements. Since the additional segment does not 
interfere with the substance of the hadlth v it is accepted. 3 

In another illustration that also appears in al-Hakim al-Nisaburrs 
chapter on ziyaddl, Abu c Ali al-Hafiz narrated from Ishaq b. Ahmad, 
from Abu Yusuf Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hajjaj, from 'Isa b. Yunus 
from Ibn Turayj from Sulayman b. Musa, from al-Zuhri from 'Urwa 
from l A*isha, that the Prophet, peace be on him, said: "when a woman 
is married without the permission of her guardian (waif) and two 
upright witnesses, her marriage is null and void; if the marriage is 
consummated, she is entitled to the dower, and if there is a dispute, 
then the ruler is the wati of one who has no wati? 

\ plVii Jjc ^c^fcl wj \$A j ji) >-j*j Cia£j at >_J UJ 
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Al-Nisaburi then wrote that this is a well-preserved (mahjuz) 
hadith from Ibn Jurayj, from Sulayman b. Musa al-Ashdaq from al- 
Zuhri, but the phrase "and two upright witnesses" is not reported by 
anyone else except by Abu ( AH al-Hafiz.' It is thus implied that the 
version of hadith without this additional phrase is the verified and 
correct version. 

Addition {ziydda) can also occur in the isnad of a hadith and the 
nature of the scrutiny that is involved here is similar to one that is 
noted of addition to the text. Credibility is thus given to that version 
which is narrated by a larger number of narrators, and the other 
version is consequently considered odd or isolated. An example of this 
is the hadith, recorded by Muslim, which 'Abd Allah b, al-Mubarak 
has narrated from Sufyan, from f Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid b. jabir, from 
Busr b. f Ubayd Allah, from Abu Idris, from Abu Wathila b. al-Asqa* 
from Abu Murthad ai-Ghanawi, that "I heard the Prophet, peace be 
on him, saying: "Do not sit by the graves nor perform prayers toward 
them/' 7 

Ibn al-Salah wrote that the reference to Sufyan in the isnad of 
this hadith is an addition which is a mistake, and so is the reference 
to Abu IdrTs. As for the former, it appears that a number of reliable 
narrators have quoted this hadith from 'Abd al-Rahman b. Yazkl b. 
jabir directly and some of them have reported it in words that imply 
direct contact. As for the reference to Abu Idris, it also appears that 
the same group of reliable narrators who reported it from Ibn Jabir 
made no mention of Abu Idris coming in between Busr and Wathila, 
but reported it such that Busr had received it directly from Wathila 
in words that implied direct hearing. Having said this, Ibn al-Salah 
then quotes Abu Hatim al-Razi to the same effect, namely that Ibn 
al -Mubarak has imagined these additional names in the isndd, and his 
addition is therefore isolated and considered incorrect.* 

Additions and discrepancies that are observed m the isnad, might 
amount to the same hadfrh having been reported as a Mursal by a group 
of narrators whereas only one narrator has rendered is as a Musnad, 
that is hadith with an unbroken isnad. Discrepancies in the isnad 
are, broadly speaking, determined by reference to the same methods 
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which apply to discrepancies in the text. The rules of validation and 
impugnment (al-jarh wal-l^dif) and those which apply to the veracity 
and retentiveness of the narrators would thus be applicable. 

Al-Kbatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 H) has authored a book on the 
subject of additions to hadith bearing the title Kit ah ai-Tamylz al- 
Maztd fi Muttasil al~Asdntd (Book on distinguishing the additions to 
connected chains of transmission) in which he has identified many 
imads of this kind. But Ibn al-Salah who has also mentioned this work 
has expressed reservations about some of its conclusions. It is thus 
said that certain imtids which should have been identified as Mursai 
have not been so identified and references to such hadith therefore 
remained inconclusive. Similarly when there is evidence to show thai 
direct hearing occurred between the two links in the isnad, but this 
has not been clearly and consistently stated as such. v 

In his larger work, Ai-Kijaya ft ''Urn al-Rtwaya, al-Baghdadi has 
quoted several prominent figures including l Abd Allah b al-Mubarak 
(d. 181) and Yahya b. Ma'in (d. 233) who have recommended that in 
the event of doubt as to the accuracy of a longer or a shorter version of 
hadith, one should opt for the shorter version as this would also reduce 
the possibility of error and doubt in rendering the hadith. This is then 
supported by the purport of a hadith which al-Baghdadi and others 
have quoted. It is thus reported that the Prophet said in his Farewell 
pilgrimage: "May God gladden one who heard my speech and did not 
add anything to it and conveyed it to others. May the conveyer then 
deliver it to one who is even more attentive in preserving it. 1 "" 

ijA ^gjj <Lal£ J-ala. wljS L&JS J JJ a!s .jII^ a-aj-i i JA Ai\ j*Ja} 

Some hadith scholars have held it permissible to shorten a hadith 
which the narrator has narrated in full on a previous occasion but then 
condensed it or recapitulated its purpose and meaning at a reduced 
length. Having quoted these various views, al-Baghdadi then observes 
that it is not permissible to reduce a hadith or omit a part of it if by- 
doing so one is likely to truncate the hiadith or leave out a ruling, 
condition or provision therein that would undermine the integrity of 
the hadith, especially when it is concerned with religious observances 
mid V When -in li is ilu i ;i*.t n In-conies obligator) to quote 
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the hadith in full, without any omission or change whatsoever. But if 
the hadith contains two separate parts one of which is not dependent 
on the other, nor is it a condition nor exception thereto, then it is 
permissible for the narrator to cite only the part that is relevant to 
his purpose- When this is the case, the other portion of the hadith 
would to all intents and purposes be treated as a separate hadith. Once 
the complete version of hadith is verified, it becomes permissible to 
summarise it tor purposes of brevity. In fact it is reported that Sufyan 
al-Thawri (d. 161) used to do this and summarised a hadith which he 
knew had already been narrated in its entirety. But he did so in such 
a manner that stayed clear of alteration in the purpose and meaning of 
hadith, 11 As for addition of elements to hadith by a reliable narrator, 
aKBaghdadi wrote categorically that it is acceptable regardless of the 
nature of its subject matter, be it concerned with legal rulings {ahkam) 
or outside this sphere, provided that the narrator is "upright, retentive, 
careful and accurate," and that there is general agreement among hadith 
scholars on this. lJ It is perfectly understandable, al-Baghdadl added, 
that two or three persons have heard the same hadith and at the point 
of reporting, two of them forgot a certain point in the hadith, which 
the third listener, who happened to be more attentive, remembered 
and reported it with the added elements. It is also possible that of 
the three persons, two suffered loss of concentration due to the late 
hour or fatigue and the like, and only one of them heard the complete 
version; then it is also possible that the other two have missed out on a 
word or a phrase in the same hadith. Some hadith transmitters who are 
reliable have actually gone on record to say that "I heard and retained 
what the rest of us did not," in which case their version of the report 
is admissible subject to verification." It is also possible, al-Baghdadi 
added, that the one and the same narrator had narrated a hadith once 
and then remembered about a word or phrase that he forgot in his 
earlier report, which he then added on a subsequent occasion, when 
he had time to refresh his memory on relevant details. 
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Sahih, Hasan and Da if 
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THE grading of hadith transmitters, as noted in the 
previous section on impugnment and validation, enabled the ""alamo" 
to classify the hadith, from the viewpoint of acceptability or otherwise, 
into the three broad categories ofSakih (sound), Hasan (fair) and Da^tf 
(weak). Tt may be noted at the outset, however, that these categories 
are less than exclusive and sometimes tend to be overlapping in that 
a particular hadith may qualify for some of the conditions of Sahih 
and some also of Hasan, which is why some scholars have actually 
introduced intervening categories of hadith so that the name reflects 
the overlapping character of the ahadlth that fall in between these 
classifications, 

Hadith is classified as Sahih when its narrators belong to the first 
three classes of narrators. It is defined as a hadith with a continuous 
imd4 all the way back to the Prophet, or a Companion, consisting 
of upright persons who also possess retentive memories and whose 
narration is not outlandish {shadhdk) while it is, in the meantime, free 
of both obvious and subtle defects (7/a/). The last two requirements 
here are concerned mainly with the text {main) and what it all means 
is that both the isnad and main of the hadith are clear of apparent 
uncertainty and doubt. A Sahih hadith must not be outlandish in the 
sense that it does not contradict a reliable hadith that is reported by 
a larger number of transmitters, or even by one transmitter of higher 
authority and ranking. 1 Abu Muhammad Husayn al-Baghawi (d. 516 
1 1) lias suggested a mure simplified method Of identifying Sahih and 
IJmtin ulnuhlh li is thus it&tl d thai .1 hadith is Safjilt if it is recorded 
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by both al-Bukhiiri and Muslim or by one of them, and it is Hasan 
if it is recorded by Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidht and others. It is further 
suggested that the best of Sahlh ahadith arc these that are transmitted 
by the people of Madina. 2 Sahlh al-Bukhari was the first collection 
of hadith that was exclusively devoted to Sah'th hadirh. Imam Malik's 
Mnmatla\ although earlier in time, is not given the same ranking as it 
contains Mursal and Maqtu\ Imam Malik has also mixed the sayings 
of Companions with hadith and docs not therefore clearly distinguish 
between the Marfu* and Mawquf, whereas al-Bukhari has distinguished 
and isolated the sayings of Companions and Successors and records 
only Marfu* hadith under the Sahth category. As for Imam Slwfi'i's 
comment who said a I do not know of any book of knowledge greater 
in merit than the book of Malik 1 ' - Ibn al-Salah wrote that this was 
said before al-Bukhari and Muslim came into being.* 

Sahlh is also not a monolithic category of hadith as it has been 
divided into several sub-varieties. There are Sahlh on which there 
is general agreement {tuultafaq f atayh) and Sahth on which there is 
disagreement as to whether they should be classified as such. One of the 
well-known classifications of Sahlh, as already noted, is focused on al~ 
Bukhari and Muslim. The most authoritative of all Sahth is that which 
are recorded by both al-Bukhari and Muslim, followed by those which 
are recorded by al-Bukhari, or by Muslim, alone, then hadith which 
fulfil all of their conditions even if they do not appear in either. This 
is followed by Sahth which fulfils the conditions respectively of either 
al-Bukhari, or of Muslim but which, however, do not appear in either. 
The last of these seven varieties is Sahth that is authenticated hv other 
prominent *ulawd\ independently, that is, of al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
Geography is also a factor that is considered in determining the relative 
strength of Sahlh: Sahlh chat originates in Madina generally ranks 
highest, then comes Basra, then al-Sham (Syria) and then kufa. 1 

Sahlh bfcS hticn further suh-divided into Sahth li-dfmtih. that is 
Sahlh in itself, and Sahth li-ghayrih, or Sahlh because of some extraneous 
evidence. The former is a hadith which fulfils all the requirements of 
Siifilh in that it has an unbroken chain of transmitters all of whom are 
reliable and retentive (ddhi(un) and it is clear of hidden defects and 
outlandish content. Sahlh It-ghayrih also fulfils these requirements, 
'1>! ii»r one, which h that not all of its transmincrs arc known \'nr 
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retentiveness as occasional errors have been detected in some of their 
reports. Jt is then possible that the point of weakness on account of 
retentiveness of the narrator is made up for by some other evidence 
that may fall under one or the other of the following three types: 

First, when the same hadith is reported by another chain of 
transmitters wherein all the transmitters are fully qualified. An example 
of this is the hadith transmitted by Muhammad b. 'Amr from Abu 
Salama from Abu Hurayra from the Prophet, peace be on him, who 
said: "Had it not been for fear of imposing hardship on my umma 1 I 
would have ordered them to brush their teeth before every (obligatory) 

.S^L-a d^ * i ^ c - t*ilj**Jlj f$Jj^V tjlol tjlc ^^ U' ^ jl 

Muhammad b. *Amr b. 'Alqama is well-known fur truth and piety 
but not for retentiveness, according to some commentators, whereas 
others have approved of htm in every respect. The above hadith thus 
fails to qualify as Sahlh in itself and may have been qualified as Hasan, 
had it not been for the fact that it has also been reported by Muhammad 
b. 'Amr's teacher, and the latter's teacher consisting of al-AVaj, Sa'id 
al-Muqbiri, al-Muqbiri^s father from Abu Hurayra. It is on this basis 
that al-Tirmidhi has recorded this as a Sahifi as he has also found an 
additional isnad for it through another Companion, namely Zayd b. 
Khatid and the various chains of isnad thus reinforce one another. 3 

Second, when the hadith in question is generally accepted by the 
t ulurnd\ which would, in turn, make up for the point of weakness 
in the transmission and it is elevated to Sahlh {li-ghayrih). This 
is because the ^ulamtV have known of the point of weakness in its 
transmission, on account of some compromise on retentiveness, but 
have nevertheless accepted it An example of this is the hadith which 
proclaims concerning the open sea that "Its water is clean and so is its 
(unslaughtered) corpse. 1 ' 

■ 4jlLL« jJ^JI fijjLa J Jg *"*" _jA 

Notwithstanding sonic weakness in the ismhl of this hadith, al- 
Itnkh.in bm qualified ii us Sukih, and so has al-TirmidhL Ibri 'Abd 
al H.iit lus also commented in // htulhkm thai the 'ultima' of hadith 
have ,i< vi pud tlir, .c. .1 Suhtfi Iwdilli. 
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Third, when the hadith in question is in harmony with the Qur'an 
or a principle of SharVu, in which case it is elevated to the rank of 
Sahih. This is because the Sumia generally supplements the Qur'an 
and the hadith in question would fit in with the general pattern of the 
relationship of the Surma with the Qur'an. 

The Sahih collections signify a later stage in the compilation of 
hadith. In its early stages, the hadith compilers simply collected hadith 
uf the Prophet without drawing a clear distinction between the Sahib, 
and other shddifh y and it was the Imam of hadith, Isma'il al-Bukhari 
(194-256 II) who devoted his renowned collection to the compilation 
entirely of Sahih hadith. Of the six well-known collections of hadith, 
known as al-Sihah al-Sitla y only the first two, that is, Sahih ul-Bukhari 
and Sahih Mustwu are, in principle, devoted to the compilation only 
of Sahih hadith whereas the other four collections are not confined to 
Sahih and also contain the Hasan and Da '//'varieties, 

Hadith experts have identified the most reliable chain of 
transmission (asahh al-asdmd) on the basis of their own understanding 
and ijtihad, which is why they tend to differ in their assessments. Al- 
Hakim al-Nlsaburi thus wrote that it is therefore not possible to say 
that the best iswdis from certain individuals among the Companions, 
or that which may be related by people from a certain town or a certain 
group of narrators. The Companions have transmitted hadith which 
are quoted and passed on by certain individuals among the Successors, 
most of whom are trustworthy and it is difficult to be certain in giving 
absolute preference to some over the others." Rut the hadith scholars 
have attempted nevertheless to mention what they considered to be the 
most reliable of all tsridd. lbn al-Salah agreed with al-Nlsaburi and goes 
on even to quote examples of discrepancies in such assessments. 

Ishaq b. Rahawayh and Ahmad b. Hanbal are quoted to have 
said that the most reliable of all isnad is al-Zuhri from 'All b. al- 
Husayn from his father al-Husayn from 'All b. Abi Talib. Yahya b. 
Ma 'in considered the best of all hnads to be Sulayman al-A ( mash from 
Ibrahim b. Ya/ld ai-Nakha ! i, from ^Iqama b. Qays from r Abd Allah 
b. Mas'ud. Al-Bukhari himself considered the best imdd to be Malik 
from Nafi*, from ( Abd Allah b 'Umar. Abu Mansur 'Abd al-Qahir al- 
Tamim! also went on record to say that the besr of all isnad is Shaft \ 
from Malik, from Nflfi* from lbn 'Umar. 'All b. aJ-Madfni and Wmr 
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b. * All al-Fallas considered rhe best isnad to be that of 'Abd Allah b. 
Ibn 'Awn from Muhammad b. Sirin from 'Abida al-Salmani from 'All 
b. Abl Talib. 

Hadith scholars have generally held that no one more reliable than 
at-Shafi 1 ! has ever narrated hadith from Imam Malik, and manv of 
the l utamd' of later generations (muta'ttkhkhinw) have considered as 
a ''golden chain — sihilat <ii-dhahab" narration by Ahmad b. Hanbal 
from al-Shiifi'i from Malik - Nan* - l Abd Allah b. 'Umar. Yet there 
is only one hadith with this kndd in the Musnaii of Ahmad b. Hanbal, 
despite its voluminous content; but it is said that the hadith in question 
actually consists of four ahadlth, which the Imam has brought together 
under one isnud, 7 

Hasan hadith is defined as a hadTth that falls between the Sahth 
and Da V» ar *d although its narrators are known for truthfulness, they 
have not attained the highest degree of reliability and prominence.* 
When the transmitters of hadith have, in other words, reached the 
highest degree of reliability on grounds of %dffl& t accuracy and 
retcntiveness, the hadith is ranked as Sahth. Should there be any point 
of weakness in the records of the transmitters, especially with reference 
to retention (af-dabt) and accuracy, the hadith is likely to be classified 
as Hasan. The transmitter of Hasan^ in other words, qualifies as adi 
and the hadith is clear of hidden defect ( l ffla) and outlandish content 
(sJiiidhudh), but there is some doubt on grounds of accuracy and dabt. 
The dabt of a transmitter is usually tested and evaluated by comparing 
the reports of a particular transmitter with similar reports by other 
more reliable transmitters. When there is substantial correspondence, 
the dabt of the transmitter under review is established, but if there is 
wide discrepancy in the accuracy of his reports the person is likely 
to fail the test of accuracy on the ground of dabt. Retention {dabt) is 
also of two kinds, one of which is retention by memory (dabt al-sadr) 
and the other through documentation [dabt al-kitab). Both of them 
arc valid and dabt through accurate documentation may under the 
present circumstances be said to be the principal form of dabt. This 
is because the volume and scope of hadith have grown so much that 
(lubf without doc omen i at ion hasalmosi Become unfeasible, Abu isa ll- 
I ii mid hi, the author <>f .Swum ai f'trtntdhi, \s said in h.ivc introduced 
linn iiik'i hh'iIi.Hi ml \ ul IJmitn I'm iht lirsi time, M no one < 
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seems to have used it before then. A Hasan hadith may be elevated to 
the level of Sahih if it is endorsed by another hadith with a stronger 
isndd, in which case it would be called Hasan ti-ghayrih, that is, Hasan 
because of that (extraneous) evidence. This is in contradistinction to 
Hasan li-dhatih, which is Hasan for its own sake. As noted above, this 
dual classification of li-dkatih and li-gkayrih also obtains on similar 
grounds for Sahih and Da'if. 

Hasan is an intermediate category between Sahih and Jpa'f/'and it 
seems that most of the ' alamo" of hadith did not even recognise it as 
a separate category for some time. It seems that until it was generally 
recognised as a separate category, Hasan was generally subsumed under 
Sahih. This is implied in the nomenclature of al-Tirmidhi's book as 
al-JdmC al-Sahlh despite the fact that it contained Hasan hadith which 
the author himself had acknowledged. In earlier times, inconsistency 
of terms existed even with regard to Sahih which writers and hadith 
scholars have variously identified as al-jayyid (very good), al-qawt 
(strong), al-t habit (well-established, proven). The Imams al-Shafi ( I, 
Ahmad b. Hanbal and al-Tirmidhi sometimes even used phrases such 
as hasan jayyid t ajmad ai-asamd and the like.* 

A Da Vhadith is generally defined as one which fails to qualify the 
conditions of Sahih and Hasan. More specifically a hadith is classified 
weak or Du^fif its narrators include a person or persons of lower 
grades than those accepted for Hasan on a scale of gradation that 
appears in our discussion of al-jarh wa'l-ta'dti in chapter eight above. 
The weakness in Da^frmy be in the isndd or in the text {main) or in 
both. There are many varieties of Da l ij\ Mursai is one of them, and it 
is hadith with a broken link in its isndd at the level of a Companion, 
A Follower {tdhi^i) has, in other words, reported it directly from 
the Prophet, The leading Imams, Abtt Hanifa, Malik and Shaft 1 !, 
have accepted the Mursai, not only of the Companion, in which one 
Companion might have reported a hadith from a fellow Companion 
and not directly from the Prophet, but also of prominent scholars of 
the tdki'un such as Sa^d Ibn al-Musayyib, Qatada, and al-Zuhri. Imam 
Shan't has also accepted Mursai if it was supported by another hadith 
with an unbroken isndd> or when it was in harmony with the precedent 
of the Companions and also when the htlamd' generally accepted it. 
The Hnnafis, who accept Mnrsal of the finfl three generations, have 



justified their stance by saying that when an upright and learned person 
is convinced about the truth and reliability of a hadith, he tends to link 
it directly to the Prophet, saying that the Prophet said such and such. 
Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal does not rely on Mivrsal and the majority of 
^ultima 1 of hadith and jurisprudence are of the view that acting upon the 
Mursal is not obligatory- Both al-Bukharl and Muslim^ however, contain 
the Mursal of Companions. It is noted, for instance, that much of the 
hadith narrated by Ibn 'Abbas falls under this category, due mainly 
to his young age: he was only thirteen at the time of the Prophet's 
demise, and has evidently narrated hadith which he had subsequently 
learned from fellow Companions. 1 " The 'uiama* have generally accepted 
Mursal of the Companions, which is somewhat different from Mursal 
proper, since the latter involves direct report by a Follower or tdbi^J, 
In Aiursat of the Companion {Alunal al-Sahdbl), the Companion often 
reports a hadith from the Prophet without having actually heard it 
from the Prophet but heard it from another Companion and attributes 
the hadith directly to the Prophet. This may be due to the lower age 
of the Companion in question or due to his belated embrace of Islam; 
in either case it is not considered a serious weakness in the hadith. 
Al-Suyuti has stated that "the two Salfth collections {al-Sahlhayan) 
contain countless numbers of Mursal al-Sahabl^ for most of what they 
have reported is from other Companions and they are all deemed to be 
upright." 11 The younger Companions have often reported hadith from 
the senior Companions and when they have reported hadith from the 
Followers, they have usually explained why. Mursal of the Companion 
is generally held to be as good as a muliasil, or connected hadith. 
This is because the missing link therein is, in all probability, another 
and probably a more senior Companion and that is not a serious 
defect although some have expressed reservations on this point as it 
is possible, although not very likely, that the Companion has actually 
relied on a Follower (tabfi). 

Aiunai is also sub-divided into several types beginning with the 
Mursal of a Companion who has seen the Prophet, as noted above, 
1*111 his direct hearing of hadith from the Prophet is not proven. This 
is followed In Mursal of the Follower (ttlbi K 1) who embraced Islam 
while the I'niphei was .tint* hul did not actually meet the Prophet. 
J In, is .»!>,<> known as mukha<h,ini mh h .is Sa/d h. Win ftl-Slmhitni, 
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Suwayd b. Ghafla and others; twenty of them have been mentioned 
altogether. Then comes the Mursal of prominent tablet such as Sa'id 
Ibn al-Musayyib and 'Ubayd Allah b, c Adi b. al-Khiyar. Many have 
considered this as the principal variety of Mursal; this being a hadith 
that a leading Follower has attributed to the Prophet. And lastly Mursal 
of the minor figures among the Followers such as Qatada, Hamid al- 
Tawll, Ibn Sfaihab al-Zuhri, Yahva b. Sa l id al-Ansari and others. One 
who has heard from the Prophet when a disbeliever and then embraced 
Islam after the Prophet's demise is a iabCl and there is no disagreement 
on this. 

Only the Mursal of Companions is generally accepted, but the 
other types of Mursal are not. Even with regard to the Mursal of 
Companions, some scholars, such as Abu lshaq al-Isfara'ini have 
expressed reservations by saying tliaL unless it becomes known that 
the Companion in question has heard it from the Prophet or a 
felluw Companion, it is possible he may have received it from a non- 
Companion, that is a Follower, in which case it becomes unreliable. It 
has, however, been said m response that the case where a Companion 
might transmit hadith from a tablet is rather unlikely and rare, and the 
Mursal of a Companion most likely refers to another Companion, 1 * Al- 
Nawawi has been quoted to have said that "the Mursal hadith is a weak 
hadith according to the vast majority of hadith scholars, ai-Shafi'i, 
and most of the (uqahc? and jurisprudents of usuf." li This is because 
of ignorance of the condition of the missing link which may possibly 
be weak or may be a person other than a Companion even when it is 
known that the transmitter in question is one who only narrated hadith 
from reliable persons. 

Munqali is another type of Da*!/, This is a hadith in which there 
is a broken link in the isnad somewhere below the level of Companion 
or that it consists of a link that is ambiguous and vague. A hypothetical 
example of this might be when it is said that Malik reported from 
Ibn ( Umar, or that 'a man* reported from Tbn l Umar. This is because 
Malik has not seen 'Abd Allah Ibn 'Umar and there must have been 
an intervening link, which is unknown, although one might guess that 
it was Nafi\ but that guess is of no value. But if that link is clearly 
identified to be Nafi\ then it would be one of the strongest chains of 
isnad, which is known, among Lhe "ukmtV of hadith, as the Golden 



Chain, Munqati is also a general term, especially to the \damd' oimui 
al-fiqh who tend to apply it to any hadith with a broken imad. 

Mu'dal is another variety of Da^tf'm which the chain of imad 
consists of two broken links, one after the other. When it is said, for 
example, that Shaft ( i reported from ibn f Umar, the link jumps over 
two generations consisting possibly of Malik and Nafi ( . This is even 
worse than MunquiX simply because two links are missing in the isnad. 
An example of Mu^daf is the hadith that Imam Malik has reported 
from Abu Hurayra that the Prophet, peace be on him, said "a slave 
is entitled to food and clothes in a decent manner, and may not be 
asked to do work that is beyond his capacity" {Al-Mnwaliu ', Kitab 
al-hti'dhiirt, hab al-amr bVl-rifq hi'l-mamhlk). 

This is a Mudal as Imam Malik narrated it directly from Abu 
Hurayra, but it has; elsewhere been reported as a MuttasiJ (connected) 
hadith wherein Malik reported it from Muhammad b. 'Ajlan, from 
his father from Abu Hurayra (al-Hakim al-Nlsaburi, Marifat 'Ulutn 
at-Hadith, p. 37), 

Matruk, or abandoned, is yet another variation of Da^ij "wherein 
the isndd consists of a transmitter who is suspected of lying, he it 
concerning the hadith of the Prophet or lying in any other context. 
An example of Matrtlk is the hadith of al-Jarud b. YazTd aJ-Nisiiburi, 
from Bah?: from his father, from his grandfather that the Prophet said 
""when anyone tells his wife: you are di%-urced as from next year, God 
willing, it is of no effect." 

This is a Malruk hadith as al-Jarud is suspected of lying and many 
scholars, including al-Dhahabi, have identified him as such, 

Muqluh (reversed) is also a weak liadith and it consists of a reverse 

order of reading in its imad or its text. An example of reversal in the 

i is i lie hadith of \bu I lurayra which both al-Hukhnri and Muslim 

have recorded 1 1nn the Prophet, peace be on him, s.iid "what I have 

prohibited in you avoid ft, and whm I have commanded you Efi d<> 

do il (o |Jm i ■-(( til nl v .ihihiv 



348 &» A Textbook of Hadith Studies 

Al-Tabarani has reported this hadith from Abu Hurayra in the 
reverse order, which brings the latter portion of the hadith first so 
as to read "what ] have commanded you to do - do it ..,'\ Reversal 
in the imad, on the other hand, may involve the whole of the isndd, 
such as attaching the isniid of one hadith to another hadlth, or it may 
involve reversal in names, such as Murra b. Ka^b, when rendered as 
Ka l b b. Murra. 

Al-Mudraj (inserted) is another variety of Baif which consists of 
inadvertently inserting the speech of a Companion, a Follower, or a 
hadith transmitter into the text or isndd o( the hadith of the Prophet. 
Insertion in the text may occur at the beginning, middle, or end of the 
text. An example of insertion at the end is the hadith reported by ( Abd 
Allah b. Mas^ud who said that the Prophet, peace be on him, took him 
by his hand and taught him the laskahhud and said; "say; at-tahiyyatu 
li-Aliahi was-Salaimtu, then the iashahhud, and said when vou have 
cited this you have completed your saldh; if you wish to stand up (and 
go) stand, Dr sit if you wish. 1 '' 

lift i^jjIj IjU : Jla tj^j]l j£ia uliljU^lj & CjUaaJl :Ja 

Al-Hakim al-Nisaburi wrote concerning this hadith that the 
latter portion of it (i.e. when you have cited this .,,) is ( Abd Allah b. 
Mas'ud's own statement which the narrator has mistakenly added to 
the hadith. 14 

Aiunkar, which is another variety of Da^if is a hadith whose 
narrator cannot be confirmed to have fulfilled the prerequisites of 
\iJdla and retentiveness of memory and his hadith is also contrary ro 
one narrated by a more reliable narrator on the same subject, Munkar 
is similar to shddhdh with one difference, which is that in shddhdh the 
hadith of a reliable narrator is conirary to one reported b\ main reliable 
narrators whereas reliability of the narrator of Munkar is doubtful. 

Mudtarib (confounded) is also another variety of Da*!/, and it 
refers to a hadith the contents of which are inconsistent with a number 
of other ahadith, none of which can be preferred over the others,' 5 The 
confusion sometimes originates in conflicting reports from the same 
narrator. An example of this is the hadith of Anas b. Malik who said that 
he prayed behind rhe Prophet, us well as Abu Bakr and 'UthmSn, and 



heard them opening the sutak directly with the Sura al-Fariha without 
citing the bismala first. Elsewhere it has been reported from Anas that 
Anas was questioned concerning the basmala where he said that he 
had not known anything on this from the Prophet. Sometimes the 
confusion relates to a portion of the isndd such as when two narrators 
report a hadlth with the same tsnad but they differ with regard to 
one link therein. An example of the Mudiarib occurs in the matn of 
the following two hadiths, both of which are supported by acceptable 
imads. Fatima bt. Qays said that the Prophet was asked concerning the 
zakdh and he said: "property is liable ro rights other than the zakdh" 
The same hadlth has been reported in conflicting words wherein it is 
staled that "property is liable to no rights other than zakdk" 

Neither of these can be preferred, nor can they be reconciled, 
hence a Miidtarih. lb Sometimes the confusion arises when the same 
hadlth is reported as a Mursal by one and as Muiiimi by another. It 
may be possible to ascertain grounds by which one of the hadlths in 
question is given preference whereas this may not be feasible if the 
two reports are about equal in all respects and the confusion would 
therefore remain unresolved. 17 

Da^fh-AB once again been divided into two types, namely Qa^f, 
acting on which is not objectionable and this resembles the Hasan in 
the terminology of al-Tirmidhl. The second type of Da^fis that which 
is totally spurious, acting on which is not recommended, hut ihcrc is 
some difference of opinion on this. 

The ^ulama* have held three different views with regard to acting 
on Da*!/ hadlth. The first view is that it is of absolutely no value and 
should not be followed whether in reference to moral virtues [fadd^il 
nut muwd^iz) or to legal rules (akkam). This is the view of the leading 
'ittamd\ including al-Bukhari and Muslim, Yahya b. Ma 'in, Abu Bakra 
Ibn a!- 'Arab! and that of the Zahiri school. The proponents of this 
w have referred to the QurYinic directive to "take nor a stand over 
h rthing wfiich von do not know* 1 (al-lsra", 17:36), 
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Since Da^tf fails to impart positive knowledge, it does not provide 
an adequate basis on which to determine a ruling o(SharVu. It is better 
to act, in such cases, on the basis of personal reason {ray) rather than 
a weak hadith. 

The second view validates Da^lj "hadith generally and considers 
that acting upon a weak hadith is preferable to acting on personal 
opinion and ra'y. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and Abu Dawud al-Sijistani, 
among others, are associated with this view, but they rank such hadith 
below the fatwa of Companion, It is noted, however, that the distinction 
between Da 'ffand Sakth may not have been so clear-cut in Imam lbn 
Hanbal's time, and it seems likely that Imam Ahmad counted the Hasan 
as a variety of Da f 1/ The Da'tf must, however, fulfil three conditions, 
one of which is that the weakness in it is slight and not dominant, and 
there is consensus on this. The second is that it is in harmony with the 
accepted norms and principles of Islam and there is nothing strange 
in it. Thirdly, it is not made the basis of belief as the possibility is not 
overruled that it may not be genuine. 1 * 

The third view which is preferred by ihefuqaha" and many ^ulama' 
of hadith has it that a Da c if hadith mav be followed in moral virtues 
but not in legal injunctions [ahkdm), provided that it fulfils certain 
conditions, namely that none of its narrators are implicated in lying and 
distortion of hadith, nor known as matruk al-kadlth^ that its message is 
in conformity with the valid norms and principles of Islam, and that 
acting on it is not accompanied by dogmatic belief. 

Ibn al-Salah al-ShahrazQrT (d. 643 H) advises that whenever one 
speaks of a Da'tJ hadith, one should identify it as such and also specify 
if the weakness is only in the transmission {da l lf ai-hndd). For it is 
possible that another chain of transmission may be found concerning 
the same hadith that is free of defect and would help to strengthen the 
isnad and elevate the hadith to the rank of Sahlh. Ibn al-Salah further 
advised that when one recites or transmits a Da '(/ hadith without its 
imad y one should avoid saying that "the Prophet, peace be on him, 
said such and such" in a definite tone of voice but should say instead 
that "it is reported from the Prophet, peace be on him," or that a 
hadith in such and such terms has been transmitted to us and so forth. 
Ibn al-Salah has, moreover, noted the tendency among the scholars of 
hadith that they tend to ignore weakness in I he with/ of fht'lj'aluldlth 



when they refer to such ahadith in the context of moral virtues and 
encouragement (al-targhih wa'l tarhih)^ narratives and preaching outside 
the scope of the akham. It is then recommended that one should not 
confuse the Da 'if with the Sahih hadith and should clearly identify 
them for what they are. 1 ' 

Ibn al-Salah has also stated: "when they say that this hadith is 
Sahth" it means that it has a continuous isndd and a text that is free 

n * V'.r 

of defects and, as such, it fulfils all the requirements of a Sahih hadith, 
but it does not necessarily mean that it is true and authentic as a matter 
of certainty. For even in the Sahth category there are ahadith that are 
narrated by one upright narrator, and as such, the possibility of error 
and forgctfumess cannot be eliminated altogether, Bui for practical 
purposes this possibility is not given much attention in that a Sahih 
hadith does provide a valid basis of judgement and acting on it becomes 
obligatory. In a similar vein when "they say concerning a hadith that 
it is not Sahih - ghayr Sahth"'' it does not mean decisively that it is a 
lie, for it is still possible that it is a true hadith but has failed to have 
a valid isttdd that fulfils all of its necessary requirements. 20 Sometimes 
hadith scholars use the expression Sahih al-imdd (sound of isndd) with 
regard to a Sahih hadith, which implies doubt in the accuracy of the 
text thereof. Another expression that is sometimes used is that a hadith 
expert may identify a hadith as asahh shay' fil-bdh {the best that there 
is on the subject). This expression does not imply that the hadith is 
Sahih, let alone the best of Sahih; it may indeed mean that the hadith 
is weak, or that it is the least weak of the ahadith on the subject and 
that no stronger hadith is available on that matter. 21 

The *uiama l are not entirely consistent in their evaluation of 
hadith into the Sahih category for reasons that relate both to the 
requirements of Sahih as well as qualifying or disqualifying certain 
individuals as upright and retentive. The first level of disagreement 
(ikhitidj) concerns the minimum requirements at isndd, Whereas some 
*ulama f have stipulated for a $ahih hadith that it should qualify as a 
IziZ) which effectively means that it should have two separate isndds, 
others haw: utveptccl into Sahih hadith which falls under the category 
<>1 Qhartifi This last is .1 h.iduh which is supported by a single narrator 
in .11 least some pari oi its < tin in <»l wtdd. There thus arises a certain 
amnion of thhiih'if .is lo whcthci oni "i both of 'Aziz and Gharib* 
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or only one but not the other is accepted into the category of Sahlh. 
This might explain the dual characterisation by af-Tirmidhi of some 
ahddtih as Sahth Ghartb, Disagreement could also arise over individual 
transmitters and ahadith as to whether a particular transmitter, 
or hadith, as the case may be, has fulfilled all or only some of the 
requirements of Sahlh> with the consequence that the same hadlth is 
evaluated by some \ilama' as Sahlk whereas others may have placed 
it under Hasan. Moreover, al-Tirmidhi has identified certain ahadith 
with the somewhat unusual terminology of "Hadith Hasan Sahtk^. 
This has given rise to much debate among the scholars of hadlth. What 
it simply means, however, is that the hadith is supported by two isndds t 
one of which qualifies it as Sahlh and the other as Hasan, or else that 
there is onh" one isnad for the hadith which is considered as Hasan bv 
some and Sahth by others. J2 

There is a tendency among the * ultima' of hadith, when classifying 
a hadith under a certain category, whether Sahlh > Hasan* or Da^tjl to 
speak in a language that often amounts to a probability such that does 
not overrule the possibility of a remaining doubt. In their classification 
of hadith, the i ufam& 'often draw the conclusion that this or that hadith 
has fulfilled the requirements of Sahlh, or that its text has fulfilled 
these requirements. This manner of expression usually conveys some 
hesitation and differs from unqualified expressions that describe a 
hadith to be authentic beyond all doubt. 21 

As already noted, Da^tj is not a monolithic category but consists of 
degrees of weakness in both the text and the isnad. Hadith experts have, 
in this connection, discussed the classes of weak narrators and have 
written monographic works on the subject. The very title, for example, 
of Muhammad Ibn Hibban al-Busti's (d. 354 H) work, Al-Majruhin 
mm al-Muhaddithin wal-Du* afa* wa'l-Matrukm is indicative of this. 
Weakness can be attributed to character, to memory, and ignorance, 
etc., of the narrator and also to various aspects of the hadith itself. 

Just as the ^ukma 1 were abJe to identify the most reliable isnad 
and its component names of transmitters, they have also identified 
and publicised the most spurious and unreliable isndds in conjunction 
usuaUy with the leading Companions or in reference to particular 
localities. The most spurious istuht {awha'i-asamd) with reference to 
\bu Bakr ftJ Siddiq is \\\m noinl to consist of tyidaqa b. Musa al- 
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Daqiqi, from Farqad al-Subkhi, from Murra al-Tayyib from Abu 
Bakr al-Stddkj. The weakest isnad with reference to 'A'isha Siddiqa is 
al-Harith b. Shibl from Umm al-rsVman al-Kindiyya from ^A'isha. 
With reference to Ibn 'Abbas the most spurious isnad is al-SuddT al- 
Saghir Muhammad b. Marwan, from al-Kalbi, from Abu Salih, from 
Ibn ( Abbas. Ibn Hajar al-^Asqalani has called this a "string of He? 
— sihilat at-kadhib" . The weakest of all isndds concerning l ALi b. Abi 
Talib is 'Amr b. Shimr, from Jabir al-Ju'fl, from Harith al-A\var, 
from *Ali. Similar information has been compiled concerning: Abu 
Hurayra and others, as well as concerning transmitters from various 
places such as the Yemen, Egypt, al-Sham and Kufa, etc The weakest 
of the Yemenite isnad is thus said to be Ja'far b. l Umar al-'Adani, 
from al-Hakam b. Aban, from 'Ikrama from Ibn c Abbas. Hadith that 
is transmitted through any of these so-called black-listed channels is 
classified as Matruk (abandoned). 

The ^ultima' have often declared a hadith as jptf 'tfeven when only 
One link in its chain of isnad is known to be unreliable; for example, 
the hadith that "one who performs six units of (supererogatory) 
prayers after the (obligatory) Maghrib prayer without engaging in 
conversation in between would have earned the equivalent of twelve 
years of worship." 

The isnad of this hadith consists of € Umar b. Rashid, from YahyS 
k Kathir, from Abu Salama, from Abu Hurayra, from the Prophet. 
The Leading 'alamo" of hadith, including Ahmad b. Hanbal, Yahyfl 
b. Ma 'in, Daraqutm* al-Bukhari and Ibn Hibban have all declared 
4 Umar b. Rashid as unreliable and weak, as one whose report counts 
for nothing, and so forth. The hadith is thus identified as Da 'tfbecniru 
of <Umar b. Rashid." 

Many prominent contemporary ! ultima' including Ahmad 
Muhammad Shakir, Nasir al-DIn al-Albani, Yusuf" al-Qaradawi, \ 1 1.1 1 
al-Khatib and Manna* al-Qattan have advocated the view that the 
{to '//'should be abandoned altogether/ 1 I too believe lhal a ivsm< (in 
approach to the admissibility Of weak hadith is safer and in gn ..in i 
harniom with the objective ol preserving the purity >»l luduh To mis 
the weak with the geoeial corpus ol vnlitl hadith is likely to undermine 
the credibililv ol the Inner and n should i>< .1 ■ . . I • 1 I his mnj also be 
11 I gencralh n-gaidlrss ul ihe suhjen 111 il huditlt, whethei it 
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relates to moral virtue (fada t if) } encouragement and warning {al-targhlb 
wa'l-tarhib) t or the legal rules {ahkdm) of Sharfa, 

According to rhe general rule, the overall acceptability of a hadith 
is determined on the weakest element in its proof. Thus the presence 
of a single weak narrator in an otherwise sound isndd would weaken the 
hadlth and take it out of the Sahlh category altogether. A weak hadith 
does not constitute a Shar'i proof {hujja) and is therefore rejected.* It 
will be noted, however, that the clear cases of rejection have already 
been largely identified and a hadith that is so rejected is labelled either 
as Mairnk (also known as Matruh) and Mawdu. A hadith in the Ba^tf 
category is not always of this type and one finds varying shades of 
weaknesses. To evaluate these, the rules of impugn men i and validation 
(al-jarh wa'l ht'dif) are employed. The \dama are inclined to be brief on 
validation (ta^dil) but more specific on impugnment ijarh). The tendency 
here is conveyed in the Arabic phrase ai-ijttidl Jt'i-ta^dil ma'l-lafslf Ji'I- 
tajrih (brevity on validation but elaboration on impugnment). When a 
narrator is declared as trustworthy and W/, one usually does not find 
much elaboration of the grounds of such assessment, hence little detail 
as to whether the person in question was regular in the performance of 
prayer in congregation, fasting, etc. This is partly because the grounds of 
ia'dtl can be numerous and cumbersome to itemise. But when it comes 
to impugnment, the nature and ground of the defect in the narrator, 
such as inaccuracy in reporting, confusion, defect of memory, distortion 
and lying, etc., arc specified. Even here, it may be added, the tendency 
is to avoid unnecessary detail, for it is often deemed sufficient to Specify 
a single defect in order to impugn the probity of a narrator, and this 
is what the t u/amd > were inclined to do. This attitude may be further 
explained by saying l hat impugnment partakes in necessity (durum) and 
invokes in turn the legal maxim that "necessity must be measured by its 
true proportions 1 ' {al-dwuratu tuqaddaru bi-qaJariha). This restrictive 
approach toward impugnment has often had the result that there is 
no need to mention two or three reasons to impugn someone if one is 
enough to achieve the same result." 

Muiliih has also been classified under several other categories 
which may, in turn, fall under any of the three classes ofSahlh^ Hasan 
and £toj£ or that its relevance to any of these may not be self-evident. 
This is the subject thai is taken up next. 



[ 16 ] Hadith Classification II 

Marju\ Maipquf, MuttasU, hlaqtu Mu^anHn, 
Mu'annan and Nluallaq 



THIS classification is predicated on the question as to who 
has actually uttered the hadith, nr to whom mav it be attributed. The 
terms that are used for this classification are also descriptive of their 
purpose and consist of characterisations and adjectives {si/at) that help 
a better understanding of hadTth, which are, however, not indicative of 
its placement on the three-point scale of Sahih - Hasan - Da*}/. The 
classification we are about to review, in other words, does not look into 
the inner strength or weakness of hadith but merely seeks to identify 
its origin and the likelihood or otherwise of it originating from the 
Prophet himself. There are several of these classifications, of which 
We only review the salient ones as follows. 



Marju (Elevated) and Mawquf (Suspended) 

The underlying idea of this classification is that a hadith may sometimes 
consist of the statement or conduct of one or more Companions, which 
is then elevated and attributed to the Prophet himself, due to a strong, 
even irrebuttable, assumption that no one else could have validated it 
in the first place, even though a direct saying of the Prophet on it is 
wx available on record. This procedure of elevating the saying of a 
< Companion and its attribution directly to the Prophet is called raf' 
(elevation) and the hadith is then identified as elcvaied (Matfitty. For 
without ilns i kpkiiuiioii. .ill hadith are presumed to lie originating 

from i in Prophet and would all b Midi red W<nfll\ in which case 

thtM Id remain no burin Foi the dusHiliealion \ \in/n l h.uhili 
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stands in contradistinction with A1 awqiif {suspended); the latter refers 
to a hadith that stops at the level of the Companion and does not reach 
the Prophet himself. This is because the Companion has not attributed 
it to the Prophet nor is the subject such that an attribution of that kind 
could be taken for granted. 

Marfu 1 is a wide-ranging concept, much wider, one might say, 
than the Alawgiif, presumably because the underlying notion in all 
hadith is that they must originate in one way or another in the person 
of the Prophet. Since this is a focal point of reference in all hadith, 
the concept of Marfu becomes a wide-ranging one and tends to arise 
in reference to all hadith whose attribution to the Prophet is not self- 
evident and yet the subject is such that could not have escaped the 
attention of the Prophet. 

Marfu 1 may consist of a saying, act or tacit approval and it may 
likewise be a continuous {muUasil) hadith, or gkayr muttasil y that is, 
hadith with a broken imad y which might include a Mursal. The subject 
matter of Marfu'' is such that it could only have been said or acted by 
the Prophet or that his approval can be taken for granted over it. The 
narrator may be a Companion, which would normally be the case, or 
it may be someone else, and often the narrator himself identifies it as 
Marffi*. The subject matter of hadith often gives a better indication of it 
being a Marfu' hadith. When a Companion says something concerning 
the text of the Qur'an or the occasion of its revelation and the matter 
is such that he could not have said it entirely of his own opinion, it is 
classified as Marfu 1 . According to an alternative definition, attributed 
to al-Baghdadi, Marfu* consists of what a Companion has reported 
concerning a saying, act, tacit approval, or a personal attribute of the 
Prophet. The origin, in other words, is the Prophet, and the Companion 
also attributes it to the Prophet.' This would preclude Mursal from 
the purview of Marfu* \ Ibn al-Salah has added that according to this 
definition, Marfu K is identical with muttasU^ that is, hadith with a 
continuous isndd. 1 This would also mean that Marfu* does not include 
a discontinued, or ghayr muttasil, hadith. 

When the saying of a Companion contains a reference such as 
"we were commanded to do such and such, or were forbidden from 
such and such, or we used to do such and such," - this is usually 
classified under Mar/it* if it is attributed to ihe Prophet and the matter 
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is such that could not have escaped the Prophet's attention, provided 
also that it is attributed to the time of the Prophet, If the saying of the 
Companion is not so attributed to a general practice of the Companions 
or to the time of the Prophet, then it would fall under M&wquf. An 
example of the former is the saying of the Companion, al-Mughira b. 
Shu'ba, that "the Companions of the Messenger of God used to knock 
at his door with their finger nails/ 1 

Although this is not a Mvsnatt (hadlth with a continuous imdd 
all the way back to the Prophet), it is very likely, nevertheless, to 
have come to the knowledge of the Prophet. Marffi in this sense also 
includes the saying of a Companion concerning the personal attributes 
of the Prophet,-' Another typical example ot'Marfu^h the saying of the 
Companion, Jabir b. ( Abd Allah, concerning the rituals of the regular 
prayer {sdhlh): "we used to say takblr when we rose and tu shift when 
we descended." 4 

djjt^ U> li] j U.j£ Ljj*^ 131 U£ 



Thus it is very likely that the Prophet had known of this and 
authorised it himself Similarly che statement of Anas b. Malik falls 
under Marfu" when he said that "Bilal was ordered to read the adhdn 
in even (numbers) and the iqama in odd". 5 

yWcjp^I/Xsuspended) is hadith that is attributed to the Companion; 
it may consist of words, action or tacit approval, but its mtad stops at 
that level and falls short of reaching the Prophet himself Mawqufmny 
have a continuous chain of isnad up to the level of the Companion, in 
uliich case it would be a connected Alawquf {al-Mawquf ahmamfrf). 
Should there be disruption tn its imad s however, it would be a 
disconnected Mawquj \al-A\awtjuj 'ghuyr al-manmil)?' This distinction 
i dso i rue of Maiju 1 in that a Mwfit> may be either connected 

ttap/) y or disconnected (ghuyr mttttasif). M4BH$fCSUl also include 
suspended hadlth below the levcj oJ cJn I "mpanion, in which case 
the nan nroj would speeih « << i\\ •■•■ In re th< >u ipi nsion <«.. ii\ (&$ 
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Mawquf upon Tav\us, or 'Ata' or al-Zuhri). In the absence of such 
qualification, a Marpquf normally means suspended at the level of 
the Companion only. The jurists of Khurasan have drawn a parallel 
between Mawqufand Athar as they equate the one with the other. A 
similar equation is drawn between Marfu^ and Kkahar. The ''ulamd* 
of hadith, on the other hand, tend to use Athar as a general term that 
includes all of these. 

As for a commentary on the Qur'an that a Companion might 
have attempted, if h can be based on the opinion of the Companion, 
which he has also not attributed to the Prophet, it would fall under 
the Mawquf. This also applies to commentaries that cannot be based 
on the personal opinion of the Companion, yet it is known that the 
Companion in question has been influenced by the ahi at-kitab, 
especially the Jews, in advancing it. Thus the commentaries that 
some Companions have advanced with regard to the chapters of the 
Qur'an and the hidden mysteries of creation and stories of bygone 
Prophets that were based on hmtliyat - these are all classified under 
Mawquf and further weakened if they sound contrary to reason and 
their attribution to the Prophet is unlikely and remote. Even if they 
were known to have attempted such due to pious motives, this will 
not add to the credibility of their comments. But if the Companion 
is known to have avoided hra'lliydt and says something which is not 
likely to be his own opinion, then it would qualify as Marfii*. An 
example of this is the statement of the renowned Companion, 'Abd 
Allah b, Mas^d, that "one who declares as true a sorcerer {al-sdhir) 
or one who forecasts the future by employing the fortune teller (a!- 
kahin), he denies what is revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, peace 
be on him." However, when a Companion advances an opinion that 
consists of his own thought and he does not attribute it to the Prophet 
either, it would be considered as his personal ijiikad which would not 
be binding on anyone, unless it is adopted by general consensus, in 
which case it would be binding. 

Included in the Mawquf arc also the sayings of Followers {tab fun) 
such as "we were ordered to do such and such or were forbidden from 
such and such." This is also the case with regard to such statements 
of^tuhfi that in his rime, or in earlier times "the Surmn was such and 
such/' There is sonic disagreement as to whet her some such si alum nis 



would qualify as Marju\ Mursal or Mawquf but the correct position 
is that they are Mawquf Aji example of this is the saying of the tabi% 
'Ubayd Allah b. "Abd Allah b. 'Ufha that "according to Sunna, the 
prayer leader on the day of Fitr and the day of (Eid) al-Adha is to 
sit on the pulpit and read the takhlr seven times prior to the sermon 
{khuiba)^ Al-ShafM, al-Nawawi, and al-Bayhaqi among others have 
held this to be Mawquf although it is reported that initially al-Shafi'i 
had said it was Marju 1 but later changed his view over it and considered 
it to be Mawquf 1 

As for the question whether Mawquf (of the Companion) is a 
weak hadilh because its attribution to the Prophet is uncertain, it is 
suggested that there is weakness among I he Mawquf and much of the 
hrdliiydt tund to creep into it, just as there is also sound and fair 
{Sahlh and Hasan) in the Mawquf. Thus it may be said that Mawquf 
qua Mawquf \$ not necessarily all weak. This is true especially of that 
variety of Mawquf wherein the Companion does not speak of his own 
opinion and ra[y but of something that can be presumed to have been 
authorised by the Prophet. This type of Mawquf may even qualify as 
Sahth or Hasan that can provide a valid proof and basis of judgement. 
What needs to be stated is that the rules of usul al-hadltk, be it related 
to Sahih, Hasan \ or Da^tf should be applied to Mawquf m order to 
determine strength and weakness therein and not to dismiss it all 
simply because it is Ma&qufi 



Muttasil (connected) and MaqliS (broken) 

Muttasil, or Mawsul is defined as hadith with a continuous isndd in 
which every narrator has received the hadith from his immediate link 
;ibove. The isndd may be continuous all the way back to the Prophet 
himself, in which case it would also be Marfu 1 and Musmd or it may 
reach up to the level of the Companion and thus quality as lAlawquf 
Al-iChatib al-Uaghdadi has equated Muttasil with Musnad which would 
idently confine the Muttasil to Marfii\ but this equation tends to 
mnounl ro what $ubht ; ,| s;i|jh has described as the dominant usage 
U'.hiiiabtti at itii'tmil) li is, in nihcr words, very likely that Muttasil 
would also hi W(irfii\ t>m not always The vqu » i ion is somewhat similar 
to id liiglidiUti's iirhci equation which l»< drew hciwmi Utrnat and 
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Mutiqdti\ This too contemplates the most likely situation which may 
not always be the case.' J Ibn a!-Salah has also noted that the MuUasi/ 
may include not only the Mar/it 1 but also the Mawqiif hadith. 

As for the question whether the saying of the Followers (labfun) 
which are transmitted through a continuous tsnad can also be included 
under MuUasi/ - it is suggested that Mtutasii in its unqualified usage 
does not include this, but the term Muttasii may be used if it is 
qualified with the name of the tdbCl in question. Thus it may be said 
that "this is Aluttasif up to Sa^id h. al-Musayyib," otherwise it would 
be classified as Maqtu* . Ibn al-Saiah prefers to confine Muttasii to 
Marfu 1 and Mawqiif on\y.™ 

And lastly Nlaqlu is a hadith that is suspended at the level of 
a leading* figure among the Followers {tabi x un) such as Sa'id b. al- 
Musayyib, Ibrahim b. Yazid al-Naltha'i (d. 96), Masruq b. al-Ajda' 
(d. 62), Hasan al-Basri (d. Ill) and others." This is different from 
Mitnqati\ which is elsewhere explained under the general category of 
Da^lf although it is said that a}~ShIfi ( I and also al-Tabarani have used 
the two interchangeably. This was, however, as al-Suyuti explained, 
before the terminology was firmly established. 12 Maqtu^ may also 
consist of saying, action or tacit approval that is attributed to a tabi L i. 
Imam Abu Hanifa considers it weak, so much so that it fails to provide 
a valid basis of judgement, and he prefers acting on analogy (qiyds) over 
Maqtu\ It is said that only the Maqtu K which is attributed to leading 
figures among the Followers who met with the leading Companions 
may be taken as evidence. The leading Followers include Sa^Id b. al- 
Musayyib., al-Sha'bT, al-Nakha'i and Masruq, 

Mu^an^in (from from), Mu'annan (that that), and Mu^allaq 
(hanging) 

Mt^mi^in is hadith with an isndd in which "so and so narrates from 
so and so {ix,Ju/dn \w fuldri)" is used without actually specifying the 
manner of its reception between the two links whether by direct hearing 
or other methods. The kndd of such hadith is considered unbroken 
and continuous {muttasil), nevertheless, if it fulfils the following three 
conditions: firstly that the narrator is an upright person { W/), secondly 
that he actually met with his immediate source, and lasih that ihe 



hadith is clear of l adits. u The mere possibility of a meeting between the 
narrator and his source is not enough to fulfil these requirements. 

Muarfin is very frequent in both al-Bukhdrt and Muslim and most 
other collections of hadith, but compared to al-Bukhari, it is more 
frequent in Muslim for the simple reason that Muslim did not require 
that his narrators should have actually met one another. Muslim went 
on record to explain his position on this in the introduction to his 
Sahtk Aiusiim and how he omitted the condition of actual encounter 
despite the fact that many of his senior colleagues and predecessors, 
including at-Bukharl and 'AH al-Madini had stipulated and applied 
it. Muslim maintained instead that narration by way of ' an ana and 
wwWVff is normal and must be held to mean that the narrator has 
actually heard his teacher if they are contemporaries and trustworthy 
individuals. 14 

Many of the leading \damtV of hadith have expressed reservations 
over Muslim's position on this. Thus according to Ibn al-Salah u what 
Muslim has said is debatable. U is also noted that Muslim actually went 
against the leading Imams of hadith, namely c Ali b. al-Madml and al- 
Bukhari on this." 1 * Ibn al-Salah is not alone as many others have held 
similar views, some of whom have actually equated Mu^an^in hadith 
to Mursal, which they do not consider to amount to valid evidence 
unless it is proven to be mutlasiL It is thus stated, and rightl} so, that 
in the event where direct hearing {samd*) is established between the 
narrator and his teacher or, the use of words whether in the form 
Gf Mu %ri*ift or other similar expressions should matter little and the 
hadith that is consequently reported will be considered as Muttapl. 
This can also be said if the narrator and his shaykh are known to 
have actually met, provided that there is no ambiguity and tadlis is 
overruled. Ift SubhT al~Saiih has referred to Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalant's view 
on this and considered it authoritative. Al- T Asqalani has distinguished 
the following three different positions concerning Wana: Firstly, that 
' an ana is normally equivalent to haddatkana {so and so spoke to us) 
and akkbarana (so and so informed us); secondly, that it does not 
imply these when uttered by a mudaiiis {concealer); and thirdly, that 
u is equiviilcni to id-hbumtm that is used CO imply grant of permission 
(y i /), There is continuity (ittijdl) in all of these but some fall shon of 
direct hearing (utimtt) which is the most reliable method of reception 
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and transmission. 17 Muan K in is thus considered a Muttatil (connected) 
hadith unless there is evidence to suggest that this is not the case. 

Similar doubts have been voiced concerning the Mu'annan, This 
is a had it h with an midd wherein the particle W (that) occurs and 
tends to introduce an element of ambiguity as to the actual method of 
communication between the narrator and his immediate source. For 
example u so and so narrated to us that so and so said' 1 {haddathand 
fuldn anna fuldnan yaqul...). Imam Malik has considered this to be 
equivalent to Aiu^an'in. Thus when the narrator says "'anfufdti" (from 
so and so) or "anna fulanan gala" (that so and so said) - the two phrases 
arc about the same. According to Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Harun al-Bardiji, 
a scholar from Azerbaijan, the Mu'annan is different from Mtfai^in 
as the former implies discontinuity {inqila^) unless direct hearing is 
proven with regard to the hadfth in question, even if it be through 
a different source. Al-Suyuti who has referred to al-Bardiji then 
concluded that the correct position is what Imam Malik has held in 
that an is equivalent to 'an and both imply continuity {ittisdf) provided 
that actual meeting (al-liqd*) has occurred and the hadith is clear of 
tadlts 7 in which case both indicate direct hearing (samd 1 ). Ir is then 
stated that in cases where isttdd reaches a Companion, it matters little 
whether the Companion uses one or the other of these expressions, 
or any equivalent thereof - all would indicate ittisdl. Thus when a 
Companion narrates in such words "the Prophet, peace be on him, 
said - quia Rami Allah" or u airna Rasul Allah qdta" or a% m Rami 
Allah annahtt qdia" or "sami*tu Rasul Allah arm aha yaqiir — all of 
these are equivalent expressions. But then again, it is said that this is 
the privilege of the Companions. So the debate continues, but even 
so the general position that is vStated by Imam Malik, Ibn al-Salah, al- 
Suyutf and others still remains, 1 * I do not, however, propose to engage 
in further detail here due to the subtleties of Arabic expressions. 

The Muattaq (lit. hung) is a hadith in which one or more links 
arc omitted from the beginning of isndd at the lower end, or any other 
part thereof. Sometimes the entire tsndd is omitted where the person 
quoting a hadith simply says "the Prophet, peace be on him, said .../' 
or when it is said in reference to a Companion that "Ibn 'Abbas said 
such and such" or "Abu Ihnavni narrated such and such," or "Said 
b, al-Musayyib said while quoting Abu Ilurayra ,.,". 
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This manner of reference to hadith became increasingly widespread 
after the documentation of the bulk of hadith and proliferation of 
scholarly writings on it. Writers often did not mention the whole of the 
isndd but merely referred to the two ends of its chain of transmission 
such as "al-Bukhari reported on the authority of Abu Bakr" or similar 
other expressions that merely attempted to identify the ismd without 
giving any of its details. Works compiled after the fourth century hijra, 
such as al-Khatib al-Tabri2t's M i sh kdt al-Masablh, for example, quoted 
the hadith from the six major collections and frequently employed 
this manner of reference to the isndd of the hadith. Even in Sahih 
al-Bukhdn itself numerous hadith cited are of MtSalluq variety, so 
much so that Han? Ibn Kathir wrote a book on al-Bukhari entitled 
TaghUif at-Tti v fii} (closure of the suspended) in which he filled in the 
missing pans of al-Bukhari's (a'lhfdt as they were already known. Sahilj 
Muslim is also said to contain 14 ahaditk of this type. Ibn al-Salah has 
observed in this connection that al-Bukhari employed ta l tuf usually 
with reference to a very well-known hadith, or that he did so because 
he had elsewhere given the full isndd. 

According to the rules that the l ukfntt of hadith have generally 
upheld, the Mu K allaq ahddlth of al-Bukhari are considered as Sahlh if 
the suspension is made in decisive words, such as quia (said), fct l ala 
(did), inmuu (commanded), tut ha (prohibited), dhukttra (mentioned) 
rawa (narrated) and so on. Suspension [taTtq) would not convey validity 
and soundness {sthha} if it occurs in a defective form or expression 
(sighut al-tamrid) such as "it is narrated from so and so' 1 (yurma W 
kadha ma kadha) s "it is said of him" {yuqaiu l anhu) y "it is mentioned, 
or narrated 1 ' (yudhkaru, yuhka) and the like, which are in any case 
usually not employed in the typical cases of ta c /7r/. l * 

It is inadvisable to consider that the three hadith varieties of 
Mu^at^hi, Mu'annw and Mifallaq are necessarily weak. They may 
qualify as Salnh y or Hasan or Da l if depending on the specifications of 
their respective isndds and the individual narrators therein. 






[ 17 ] Hadith Classification III 

Fard, Gharth^ ^Aziz, Mashhur, Mutawatir, 
and A had 



HADITII classifications that are reviewed in this chapter 
are also premised on the number of narrators in their isndd without 
any reference to the placement of hadith on the three-point scale of 
Sahth - Hasan — D^Jf. The classification thus begins with hadith 
char Is narrated by one person (Fard) or a single chain of isnad, and 
the c . iziz, which is narrated by two persons at every level, and then 
Mashhiir and so forth. These are separately addressed as follows, 

Fard (single) and Gharlb (strange) 

Fard is described as a hadith that only one Companion has narrated 
from the Prophet, even if the hadith has become well-known and 
reported by many at the lower levels of the isndd. An example of this 
is the hadith which proclaims that "Acts are to be judged/evaluated by 
their intentions.' 11 Only one Companion, namely r Umar b. al-fChattab, 
has narrated it from the Prophet although it has subsequently become 
so well-known that it has found its way into almost all the six major 
hadith collections. Fard is subdivided into two types, namely absolute, 
that is, ai-Fard al-Mnilaq, and relative, ai-Fard al-Nklri. 

Absolute Fard is a hadith that is narrated by literally a single 
Companion, as was the case with the above example. Relative Fard 
refers to a hadith that narrators from only a single place, or a single 
teacher or group have reported. The application of Fard to this type of 
hadith is relative in the sense that it may have actually been narrated 
by many but they all belong to the same locality or group - such as the 



people of KOfa, or Basra or Madina, etc. When Fard is used without 
further qualification, it usually means absolute Fard, ant.1 this is not 
synonymous with Shddhdh. For Sfmdhdh is basically a Fard which also 
opposes another more reliable hadlth that is reported by man), and it 
is on. this ground that Shddhdh and Fard differ from each other. 2 

An example of Fard Nisbl which is narrated by the people of one 
locality from a single person is the hadhh of Ibn Burayda who said that 
he never held a judicial post after he heard the following hadlth from 
his father: "Judges are of three types, two of whom are in Hell and one 
in Paradise. The two include a judge who knowingly renders a wrong 
judgement, and one who renders a wrong judgement unknowingly. The 
judge who is in Paradise is one who renders a right judgement." 

JH^fl lia ;&»] ^ ^Jjj jljfi ^4 jLSIA |$£jg »L*ifl 

u^ L>bllj t jbfl ^k ^i ^l*_s jAj jaJI jjij ^Jo& ^>aUa 

| ^ ^il! j-Jjft Uj .Jjfl ^ j^J ^ 7 ja j ^l j^ 

Al-Hakim al-Nisaburi wrote that this hadlth has only been reported 
by the people of Khurasan {khumsamyyun) and its narrators are all 
from iMarw (in Bukhara). 

Gltarib is similar to Fard to begin with, but it may differ with it 
at the lower levels of the imdd, Gharib is defined as a hadlth which 
is narrated by only one narrator at any one link of its is?idd ? be it the 
middle, lower or upper end. So long as there is a link in the isndd which 
consists of a single narrator, this would qualify the hadlth as Gliarlb. 
It may thus be said that every Fard is also a Gharib but not vice versa. 
An example of Gharib is the hadlth narrated by Muhammad b. Suqah, 
from Muhammad b. al-Munkadir, from Jabir b. 4 Abd Allah that the 
Prophet, peace be on him, said concerning Islam: "This religion is 
firm so penetrate into it gently without causing yourself repulsion in 
»he worship of God. For a camel rider who does not take rest breaks 
the animal's back without traversing the earth." 
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AI-Hakim al-Nisaburi wrote concerning this hadith that no one 
exccpr Muhammad b, Suqah reported it from Muhammad b. al- 
Munkadir/ Another example of Gharih is the hadith that *Abd Allah 
b. Dinar narrated from ' Abd Allah b. l Umar that "The Prophet, peace 
be on him, prohibited sale and gift of clientage (al-waia")" s 

.4jjA j *y jfi £u j& ^ ^Lij <sk M iJ La ^jJ j| 

To classify a hadith either as Gharih or Fard does not necessarily 
imply its strength or weakness on the Sahxh - Hasan - Da K if scale of 
evaluation. For placing a hadith on this scale would nil depend on the 
conditions of its narrators and reliability of its isnad. Having said this, 
however, most of the Gharih hadith arc likely to be weak. Ibn al-Salah 
has given many examples of Gharih and has stated that al-Zuhri has 
recorded no less than ninety ahadith of this type and some of them 
have also found their way into the Sahihayn. h 

l Aziz (strong) and Mashhiir (well-known) 

Al-\4ztz is a hadith in which at least one link in its isnad consists of 
two narrators, even if the other links include more than two provided 
that none of the links in the isnad consists of less than two narrators. 
It is called Vfoafc (a derivative of V&tt) as it is said to be strong and 
consequently infrequent {qaiilan). The strength here refers to the 
minimum of two narrators in every link of the isnad. An example of 
'Aziz is the hadith wherein the Prophet declared that "None of you 
believes (truly) unless he loves me more than his father and son." 7 



This hadith has been narrated by two Companions, Anas b. Malik 
and Abu Hurayra. Then Qatada b. Di'ama and "Abd al-'Aziz b, Suhayb 
narrated it from Anas, and then Shu'ba and Husayn al-Mu'allim 
narrated it from Qatada v and Ismail b 'Aliyya and ( Abd al-Warith 
narrated it from c Abd a]-' Aziz b. Suhayb, then many more narrated 
it afterwards. 

'Aziz may be a sound f$a}ilk hadith due to the reliability of its 
narrators or it may qualify as Hasan or even /)./;/, 101 withstanding 
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the number of its narrators. To qualify a hadith as such is a question, 
once again, of the conditions of its narrators in the isndd^ and not 
necessarily of their number. 

When the number of narrators at every link, of the isndd is no 
less than three, the hadith would be classified as Maihkur. It is called 
Mashhur (widespread, well-known) because of the larger number of 
narrators that are involved in its isndd. It is important to note that 
Aiashhur must have become well-known and widespread during: the 
first three generations of the advent of Islam, as following that period, 
most ahadith are helievcd rn have become widespread and well -known. 
An example of Aiashhur h the following hadith which declares the basic 
attribute of a Muslim: "A Muslim is one from whose tongue and hand 
other Muslims arc safe." 8 

It is to be noted once again that a well-known or Mtnhhur hadith 
is not necessarily a Sahlh/ Sound hadith, as it may well fall under 
the Hasan or even Da l if categories depending on the condition of its 
narrators in the isndd. Authenticity and soundness according to hadith 
experts is not determined on the quantitative factor of the number 
of transmitters, nor indeed on how well-known, or less well-known, 
a hadith might be. Attention is paid instead to the reliability of the 
narrators, whether one, two or more, and the strength and weakness 
of hadith is evaluated on that basis. A Sahih hadith is not defined, for 
example, as hadith which is reported by a certain number of narrators. 
This is the basic position, but al-Hakim al-Nisabur? has suggested 
nevertheless that a Sahih hadith must be no less than l AzJz and that 
/■Wand Gharib may not be evaluated as SahlL Yet he also pointed out 
that a Aiashhur hadith does not necessarily qualify as Sahih.'' It thus 
remains i<> In said rhnt al-Hakim al-Nisaburi does not actually lay down 
conditions but says what would seem to be the most likely situation 
when he says, for example, thai Fard and Gharib do not measure up 
to the level of Sttfity, 

\ I Hakim has actually given many examples of Mashhur which 
fail to qualify its $4$^ and t his includes i In- following: "pursuit of 
knowledge is an obligation of every Muslim 1 '; "There is no nikdfi 
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without the wait"; "May God gladden a person who hears my speech 
and retains it ,..". M 

The following are some examples of the Mashkur hadlth which 
are also included in the Sahih category: "I have been commanded co 
prostrate on seven organs (of the body)"; "every good deed partakes in 
chanty"; "one who comes to the Friday prayer, let him take a bath." 11 Al- 
Hakim has also given examples of hadlth that have become well-known 
and widespread but which are weak /Da l tf and even worthless. 

■ p. I *?ic.\ AAb.* ^Ic- ly*w fj\ C-ijxt\ 

The diffusion (isktikar) of a hadith is also a relative concept to 
some extent in that a hadlth may be well-known in certain quarters 
but not in others. An example of this is the hadlth, that "Divorce is 
the most detested of all permissible things in the eyes of God." 

• tjpLUI M J\ J^t ijwj 

This is said to be well-known among the \ur\sta/Jugaka*^ whereas 
the hadith "My community will not be taken to task for mistake^ 
forgetfulness, and duress" is well-known among the l uiama' of usftl 
(jurisprudence). 

There are also ahadlth which are better known among the 
grammarians and the general public, but not so among the scholars of 
hadith and so on. 12 Well-known as some ahadtih are in some quarters, 
this factor of relativity by itself is not taken into account in the definition 
of Mnshhut\ which is basically a h;idiih that is narrated by a minimum 



of three narrators in every link of its isndd. One might also add here in 
passing that what al-Hakmi al-Nisabuii has written about the relative 
fame of a certain hadith in some quarters but not in others is also 
relative and liable to change. Some of the statements that he made then 
may not he applicable in the same way at the present time. 

Muta&atir (recurrent), Ahad (solitary) 

This is basically an extension of the previous classification as it is 
also premised on the number of transmitters involved in the isndd of 
hadith. The Ahdd and Alulawdtir classifi cation tends to acquire greater 
significance in itsut ai-fiqh than it does in usul ai-haiUth ■. This may partly 
be due to the fact that usul al-Jiqh is basically a science of the proofs 
and sources of Sharfa and the number of hadith transmitters in an 
isndd consequently becomes the focus of attention more so in usul al- 
jufh than the usul al-hadith. For the latter is basically concerned, not so 
much with numbers, but with the qualifications of hadith transmitters. 
Thus the Ahad - Mashkur - Mutamdtir trio of the usiil al-jiqh leaves 
its centre stage and tends to give way, in the context of usul al-hadith, 
to the Sahih - Hasan - Da '^classification, which is more focused on 
merit, uprightness, knowledge, retcntiveness and so on of individual 
narrators of hadith. A hadith may be identified as Sahth even if it is 
transmitted by a single but strong and reliable narrator as the criterion 
here is not the number but the credentials of individual narrators. A 
Sahih hadith may also be one that is transmitted by two, three, or a 
much larger number throughout its chain of isndd or only in some of 
its parts. Thus it would follow that a Sahih hadith may be an Ahad, 
Mashhur or Mutamdtir. The number of transmitters in the isndd is not 
entirely irrelevant to qualifying a hadith as a Sahih hadith but it is not 
the defining element, so to speak, of a Sahth hadith. 

Mutawatir is defined as a hadith narrated by a large number of 
people, so much so that it is inconceivable that they could have all 
collaborated in order to perpetuate a lie. That possibility is precluded 
owing to the large number, diversity of residence, locality and time of 
the narrators* A Mtttmi'diir report must by definition be based on sense 
perception ami imi on am oilier ground such as the raiinnaliiv of its 
message or bfcBlttfK n mu< l\ conveys whiil to ii matter ol" axiomatic 
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knowledge. To say that the world has a creator or that telling the truth 
is a virtue need not be supported by Mutawdtir as these are rational 
and axiomatic. 

The narrators of Mutawdtir are not required to meet the 
qualifications of 'add la and retentiveness in the same way as is required 
in Ahad hadith. This is because in Mutawdtir credibility is given solely 
to the multitude and number and not to personal qualifications. Thus 
the narrator of Mutawdtir can include anyone, including children. 
They need not even be Muslims. Thus if the entire population of a 
town, who are non-Muslims, report that they witnessed a huge fire, or 
explosion in their town, this would engender certainty and knowledge 
beyond dispute. 

A hadith is classified as Mutawdtir only when the number of its 
reporters in every generation is large enough to preclude the possibility 
of collusion to propagate a lie. Hadith would thus fail to qualify as 
Mutawdtir if its reporters are found ro be biased or associated with 
one another through a political or sectarian movement. There is no 
specified minimum nor a maximum for the number of reporters uf 
Mutawdtir^ although various figures from as low as four to as high 
as several hundred have been mentioned- To inspire certainty and 
conviction is the basic purpose, and this can hardly be linked to a 
particular number. Certainty can sometimes be inspired by a relatively 
small number if it is also endorsed by corroborative evidence. The 
number of reporters in a Mutawdtir must, however, remain large from 
the start to the end of the isndd. A hadith would therefore fail to qualify 
as Mutawdtir if the number of its narrators are reduced at any poin 
in its isndd. There ts no objection to an increase in the number of 
narrators. Thus if the number of narrators in one generation is thirty 
and it is increased to forty, this would be seen as a positive rather than 
a negative factor. 

Mutawdtir hadith is of two types, namely verbal Mutawdtir, or 
Alutawdlir lafzi, which consists of the verbatim transmission of the 
sayings of the Prophet, of which there are very few in existence, 
and Mutawdtir in meaning, or Mutawdtir Ma 1 nawl s which are quite 
frequent. Mutawdtir in meaning may consist of several reports through 
different channels which rend to support .1 omnium ilumeand meaning 
between them. An example of the verbal Mutawaiir is ilic hadith that 
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"one who lies about me deliberately must prepare himself for a seat 
in Hell fire." 11 

. jlill ^JA ftJlxiU ijluU 1-JAJtJul < Jc^ L_lJi£ fJA 

This hadith has been narrated by a number of Companions 
including 'All b. AbT Talib, at-Zubayr b. al-'Awwam, Anas b. Malik, 
Saiama b. al-Akwa , and Abu Hurayra; many more have narrated it 
from each of them in the same as well as in the next generation, and 
the number of its narrators has thus multiplied many fold further down 
the line of its chain of transmission. 

An example of the Mtuawdtir Malawi is the sum total of the 
various hadith reports that have been known on the raising of hands 
{raf al-yadayn) at the time of supplication (*/w V). J * There are numerous 
reports that en n linn this, and although each one of these, if taken 
individually, would only count as an Ahad hadith, the common theme 
and purport of them amounts to Mutawaiir. A theoretical example 
of this is the generosity of the legendary Harim, who may have given 
small or large amounts of gifts, hospitality and help to various people, 
but when all of these are put together they support a common theme 
which is the generosity of Hatim. This may also be said with regard 
DO so mam other things, such as the manner in which the imtdu is 
performed, or the way the prayer leader leads the salah, the manner 
i hat the hajj is performed and so on. 

Mutamdiir conveys certainty {ai-'ilm al-yaqm) which may not he 
open to challenge or doubt and the ruling that is established by it is 
also decisive in respect of proof. Critics have, however, maintained 
that Mulawutir is in effect a large number of solitary {Ahad) reports 
put together. If the component parts of Mutawalir can be open to 
doubt, then Mutawatir also does not eliminate doubt. There may be an 
element of truth in this, especially in our own time when we witness 
unprecedented developments in media and communications. A news 
i< i n hi can become widespread overnight and everyone who is exposed 
(0 it may also accept it but that by itself does not guarantee its certainty 
and truth. Hut this response need not be projected backwards in the 

t lit hadith, h is just thai the notion of Mutawatir may need to 

i'« udjustcd in th« Ctwi of receni developments and news reports. 

Tliecnnvi i.il response to tin i ritiijuc thai in dim ussctl here is that 
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the individual components of Mutawdtir may be open to doubt but 
that the sum total of the Ahad reports is not the same as the individual 
Ahad components thereof. On the contrary Mutawdtir does engender 
positive knowledge when it fulfils all of its requirements. 

The Utlama have also differed as to the existence and scope of 
the first type, that is, the verbatim Mutawdtir in hadith. Some like Ibn 
Hibban al-Busti have denied the existence of this type of Mutawatir 
altogether, whereas Ibn al-Salah has held it to be rare. Ibn Hajar al- 
'Asqalani, Ibn Hazm al-Zahiri, Qadi 'lyad, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti and 
others have held that they are not rare, Ibn Hajar even criticised Ibn 
al-Salah for having said that Mutawdtir Lafzi is rare. Al-Suyuti has 
also authored a book bearing the title Al-Azkdr al-Muianuthira i Ji'l- 
Akhhar al-Mutamdtira (seatrered flowers in Mutawdtir reports), which 
he later summarised in his Qtuj ai-Azhar (plucking the flowers) where 
the author compiled a collection of such ahdd'uh. Included in this 
collection are the following ahadith\ (1) "Every intoxicant is vvine and 
all wine is forbidden"; (2) li May Allah felicitate the person who heard 
my speech .„"; (3) "Everyone will find easy that for which he has been 
created'*; and "Islam began as a stranger ..." and so forth. 

.pljA. J*± (J$.J J-ii. j^* JS 

Al-Bukharl and Muslim have also recorded a number of a fid tilth, 
one of which is that "The Prophet* peace be on him, wiped over his 
boots (or long leather socks)' V 5 

Many scholars, including Ibn Hajar, have held that this is a 
Mutawdtir narrated by seventy to eighty narrators in every generation, 
including the \isham mubashsfwm (the ten whom the Prophet greeted 
as dwellers of Paradise) among the Companions. 

Al~Bukhari and Muslim have also recorded the hadith on the 
"visual sight of God Most High" on the Da\ of Resurrection {ru'ytti 
Allah JVi-akkira)) and also the hmlith u! huwil wherein the Prophet 
described his fatuuj (water biiRin, pool) in the I lereanV) uui .<> on. 



The Ahdd (solitary), also known as khabar al-wahid, implies a 
hadith that is narrated by one transmitter, but this understanding is 
not always accurate. Ahdd is actually defined as a hadlth that does not 
fulfil the requirements of Mulawdtir. U may have been narrated by 
one, two oi' three persons at every level or the number may vary, but 
their number does not reach that of the MiUawatir. This is why Ahdd 
according to the majority of hadlth scholars and jurists includes the 
Ghartb, i Aztz and Mtishhur, 

Only the Hanafis have interposed the last of these, namely the 
Mashhur* in between the Ahdd and Mulawdtir, The Hanafis have thus 
defined Ahdd as a hadith the number of whose narrators are less than 
i hat of MiiUiiPutir, and it has not become widespread to the extent 
of the Mashkur during the first three generations. As such the Ahdd 
is neither confined to a single narrator nor is it necessarily a weak 
hadlth, but it can include the weak hadlth in the category of fard 
and Gharib. The 'ulamd' of usut ai-jiqh and hadith have laid down a 
number of requirements that the transmitter of Ahdd hadith must fulfil 
before it can form valid Sha/t evidence. These are roughly the same 
requirements as the narrator of Sahth must fulfil, namely competence, 
1 add U, retcntiveness and so on. The narrator of Ahdd must be a 
competent person and also a Muslim at the time of transmitting the 
hadith, but not necessarily at the time of receiving it. When these 
requirements are met and the hadith is free from obvious and hidden 
defects* it is decisive evidence according to the Zahiris and Hanbalis 
but it is less than decisive {i.e. zannt) according to the majority of the 
iuadhdhib. The leading madhditib such as the Hanafis and Malik is have 
also proposed some of their own conditions to verify reliability and 
Strength of the Ahdd hadith. 16 

Imam Malik has thus considered the ^amal a hi al-Madttia, or the 
\1. k1 huso practice, to be preferable to Ahdd hadith in the event of a 
conflict arising between the two. This the Imam justified on the analysis 
that the Madlnese practice is the true reflection of the teachings and 
Sunn a nf" the Prophet nnd as such it is more reliable than the reports of 
odd individuals. One case of such conflict arose between the Madinese 
l>i .i< tin and the ruling of the Ahdd hadith concerning khiydr al-mujih^ 
»>i ilrc option ol contrai tual ^cssinn, The hadlth in question provided 
iImi "irrt parries coi wle have the option o<> n Mike their t im tract) until 
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they part company." 17 The hadith thus entitled the parties to khiydr 
ai-majlis^ which meant they could revoke their contract during the 
continuation of the session or meeting of contract, but not afterwards. 
Imam Malik on the other hand upheld the Madinese practice on this 
subject and disentitled the contracting parties to khiyfir al-majlis. The 
Madinese practice> according to the Imam, was that a contract became 
binding and enforceable as of the moment a valid offer and acceptance 
took place. This was effectively the moment when an agreement had 
come into being and from that point onwards the parties had no option 
to revoke it. IH 

The Hanafi madhhuh also stipulated three conditions that the 
Ahad hadith must fulfil in order to constitute a proof and basis of 
judgement. One of these was that the narrator of Ahad is not known ro 
have acted against it himself. Should it be known that the narrator had 
actually acred contrary to his own report, this would mean the report is 
unreliable. It was on this ground that the Hanafis did not rely on the 
Ahad hadith narrated by Abu Hurayra because it was known that he 
did not act on it himself. The hadith stipulated that "when a dog licks 
a dish, wash it seven times, one of which must be with clean sand. 15 

The second condition that the Han&fis have proposed is that the 
content of the Ahad hadith is not such that would necessitate the 
knowledge of a vast number of people. One would in that eventuality 
expect that more than one person would report such a hadith, and 
the fact that only one has done so makes the hadith doubtful. One 
such hadith that the Hanafis have not accepted is "Anyone of you who 
touches his sexual organ must refresh his ablution. "" 

And lastly, in the event of a conflict between the Ahad hadith and 
the normal principles of Sharfa^ the Ahad hadith would be followed 
if its narrator is a knowledgeable person, or /«</?//, failing which the 
Hownal rules of aiyits would he preferred. 
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When the Ahad hadith has met all of these requirements, action 
upon ii becomes obligatory even if all doubt as to its authenticity is not 
eliminated. This is because probability (zann) is acceptable as a basis of 
action in the practical rulings of S 'hart a. But it is generally agreed that 
in the matter of belief and K aquia where decisive evidence is normally 
required the Ahad does not constitute a proof on its own. 

As noted earlier, when a hadith is transmitted by a group of 
narrators and their reports have become widely known during the first 
three generations of the advent of hadith, it is known as Mashhur. 
& Mashhur hadith often begins as an Ahad in the first link and then 
becomes well-known afterwards. It thus appears that the Sahlh hadith 
can be a Mutawatir, Mashhur or Ahad. A Mutanxllir is unlikely to 
be other than Sahlh* but there are examples of AUuhhur hadith that 
have become widely known and yet they do not appear in the Sahlh 
collections. 












[ 1 8 ] Confirmation and Follow-Up 

al-Mutdbi* wal-Skahid 



THE basic idea of muiabi' and shdhid is to foj low-up and 
confirm a hadith which is narrated by only one transmitter in a single 
chain of isndd. The purpose is to find out whether additional support 
can be found for it by tracing its chain of transmission at various 
levels all the way back to the level of Companions. Confirmation and 
follow-up may also be located from similar other ahadith that might 
have been reported through alternative channels. The purpose is to 
ascertain whether the hadirh is credible and whether its transmitter 
is reliable. The enquiry that occurs here is basically concerned with 
hadith in the category of al-Fard, that is, hadith which is narrated only 
by a single narrator throughout its chain of tmdd. When this kind of 
hadith is encountered in the sphere especially of legal rulings {ahkam\ 
confirmation is often sought and the search that is undertaken as a 
result is governed by the rules of "confirmation and follow-up". 

When the report of one narrator is confirmed by another, and 
the latter agrees with the former entirely through the same chain of 
transmission without any change in the hadith, the original narrator 
(and his hadith) are called mutuha^ (followed), and the new narrator 
(and his hadith) as mutabV (follower). The process here is known as 
mutEhau, But when confirmation for a hadith is found through an 
entirely different isnad, from a different Companion, that is, but the 
hadith conveys the same meaning or a closely similar meaning, the 
lowest narrator in the chain of isndd {and his hadith) is called sktlhid 
(witness). The process is still known as mutdhaa. 
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An illustration of mutaba*' a that appears in Ibn al-Saiah is as 
follows: Supposing Ham mad b. Salama narrated a hadith from Ayyub, 
from Ibn Sirin, from Abu Hurayra, from the Prophet. The hadith is 
found to be somewhat doubtful and needs to be confirmed. Firstly we 
look if any other reliable narrator, that is, other than Hammad, has 
narrated rhe same hadith from Ayyub. The search here may take the 
researcher to the six collections and the Munmtta* etc. If someone else 
is found to have also transmitted the same hadith from Ayyub then 
a confirmation is found, and this is known as a complete foliow-up 
[mutaba 1 a tdmma), But if no one other than Hammad is found to have 
transmitted the same hadith from Ayyub, then one looks one level 
up to find if anyone other than Ayyub might have reported it from 
Ibn Sinn. If a confirmation is found at this level, it would be less 
than complete as it does not descend all the way down but is located 
at a higher level, which is why it is called a deficient follow-up, or 
mutaba v a ndqisa. But if the follow-up is unsuccessful at the level of 
Ayyub, then one tries to ascertain whether anyone other than Ibn Sirln 
might have reported the same hadith from Abu Hurayra, and if such 
a confirmation is found, it would still be known as a deficient follow- 
up. And lastly the search may be taken up to the highest level to find 
out whether any other Companion, that is other than Abu Hurayra, 
might have reported the same hadith from the Prophet. This too falls 
under mutdba K a nagisa. 

Shahid (lit, witness) is sometimes used interchangeably with 
mutaba^a but it is different to mutaba a in one respect, which is that if 
i he follow-up backwards succeeds only in finding another hadith which 
is found at any level of the enquiry, it would be called shahid, which is 
i he second best form of confirmation for the hadith at issue. 

There may be instances where all the three types of mutaba a 
i < mi bine together in respect of the one and same hadith. An example 
Of this is the hadith which Imam ShsifTl has narrated in Kitab ai-Umm 
from his teacher Imam Malik, from *Abd Allah b. Dinar, from *Abd 
Allah b, c Umar that the Prophet, peace be on him, said: 

A month is twenty-nine days. So do not start fasting until you see 
I In- iil'w moan 0<» K.muulfin) and do not end the fast until you sec 
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the new moon (for Shawwai). But if it became invisible to you then 
complete fasting for thirty days. 

This hadith with its particular wording was somehow thought to 
be in need of confirmation as ai-Shafi'l seemed to have been the only 
person to have narrated it from imam Malik, and it was consequently 
counted as one of the oddities {ai-tfhurd'i})) of al-Shafi % The reason 
for this was that the disciples of Imam Malik had narrated this hadith 
with the same isnad, however, with the phrase "... if it became invisible 
to you, then measure it (by counting)" {fit-in ghamma i alaykumfa > qdiru 
taku). But then a follow-up for al-ShafM's hadith was found as c Abd 
Allah b. Maslama al-QaWbi had also reported it from Imam Malik 
and it was recorded by al-Bukhail.' This was a complete follow-up, or 
mutdba K a tumma. 

An incomplete follow-up [mutaba^a naqisa) for the same hadith 
was also found in the Stihili of Ibn Khuzayma wherein one 'Asim b. 
Muhammad had narrated tt from his father Muhammad b. Zayd from 
his grandfather 'Abd Allah b. f Umar. Someone else had, in other words, 
reported the hadith from the same Companion, but the hadith ended 
with the phrase "... then complete thirty days - fa-akmilu thatathhr. 
This hadith was also recorded in Sakth Muslim from ^bayd Allah 
b. c Umar, from Nafi\ from Ibn ( Umar with the last phrase being 
"measure (by counting) upto thirty days" {fa 'qdirii thalathln). Now we 
had in effect two incomplete follow-ups. 

Then a similar hadith in the nature of a shahid was found in al- 
Nasa'i from Muhammad b. Hunayn from c Abd Allah b. ' Abbas, from the 
Prophet and it conveyed the same meaning as the one thai was initially 
reported by 'Abd Allah b. Dinar from l Abd Allah b. c Umar. Al-Bukhari 
had also recorded a closely resembling hadith from Muhammad b. 
Ziyad from Abu Hurayra with the latter part being worded: "... If it 
(the moon) became invisible to you then complete by counting thirty 
days for Sha c ban (i.e, the preceding month to Ramadan)" {fa-in ghammu 
^aiaykum fii-akmiiu Uddata Ska ban lhaidlhtn). This is considered to 
be a shahid in that it conveys a similar meaning, although in slightly 
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different words to the original hadith that was reported by al-Shafi'i. 
The original hadith thus mentioned that the fasting month may be 
twenty-nine days, i.e. you can sight the moon to confirm it, but if you 
are unable to do so then count up to thirty days, both for the previous 
month and for Ramadan itself. 

Another example of confirmation is the hadith narrated by Sufyan 
b. c Uyayna from 'Amr b. Dinar, from 'Ata* b. Abi Rabah, from Ibn 
* Abbas that the Prophet, peace be on him, said with regard to the 
tanning of hides "If the hides of (animals) are taken and tanned, you 
may benefit by them". 

A similar hadith was reported by Ibn Jurayj from *Amr b. Dinar 
from *Ata* without, however, mentioning the word 'tanning'. The 
hadith simply validated taking benefit from animal skins. Confirmation 
was obvious l\ needed here to verify one or the other of the two 
it hadith. Then upon enquiry al-Hafiz Ahmad al-Bayhaql found such 
Confirmation, when it was noted that Usama b. Zayd had also narrated 
a hadith with a similar meaning from 'Ata 3 from Ibn "Abbas, that the 
Prophet, peace be on him, said, "Did you not take off its skin, tan it 
and benefit by it?" 

This was a mutaba\i in which Usama b. Zayd followed and 
i ■ in firmed Sufyan b. 'Uyayna. The confirmation was complete in 
i hat Usama was located at the same level in the chain oiisnad as that 
of Sufyan. It was basically the same hadith and the word 'tanning' 
occurred in both, even though the grammatical forms of words were 
slightly different. Then a thahid was also found for the same hadith 
ih rough a report by c Abd al-Rahman b. Wa'la from Ibn 'Abbas that 
the I'rophct, peace be on him, said ""When a hide is tanned it becomes 
clean." 1 

This is a shukid in that the wording ol this hadith is different and 
." is its chain of t^ut,!, hui n is still a shdltid in ihe sense ql "miueying 
l hi- same message as the original hadith i»i SufyJn 
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In the event where the search for confirmation is unsuccessful and 
nothing either identical or similar is found to support the hadith at 
issue, then a note is usually added such as "Ibn Sirin alone has reported 
it from Abu Hurayra n {lafarrada bihi Ibn Sirin *an Abx Hurayra" or 
that "Ayyub alone has narrated it from Ibn Sirin," so as to show that 
the hadlth is not supported by any other report. When this is the 
case, then two possibilities tend to arise: either that the message of the 
hadith stands alone and it is divergent from what is narrated by other 
more reliable sources, in which case it will be labelled as odd /strange 
(shadhdh) and rejected, or that the basic message of the hadith, which 
is narrated by a reliable person^ is not in disharmony with a divergent 
hadlth that is narrated by someone more reliable, then it would be 
known as accepted {Maqbut). The opposite of the od^f shadhdh hadlth 
that is consequently upheld is known as retained {Mahjuz), 

It may be noted here in passing that in the search for mulaha^a or 
confirmation in order to locate a muUlbt' or a shahid y a weak or $&*?/ 
hadith, which is not; however, a forgery nor totally discredited, may be 
taken into account. This is because confirmation here does not provide 
original information on hadith, but something to reiterate or endorse 
an existing hadith. More information on this and on distinguishing a 
relatively weak from a totally weak and discredited hadith is found in 
the context of impugnment and validation {td-jarh rpa'l-ta^dif), which is 
the subject of a previous chapter of this work. Attention would in that 
context be paid to points of strength or weakness in both the wording 
of the hadith as well as its chain of transmission and a detailed enquiry 
mav follow as a result. 1 
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A Saklh (sound /authentic) hadith basically means that it 
consists of words that the Prophet Muhammad has truly said, and if 
it describes an action of the Prophet or a tacit approval on his part, that 
he actually did what is reported. 1 To prove the authenticity of a hadith 
is tli us largely a question of establishing thai it has been accurately and 
reliably transmitted and recorded. 

The 'ulama' of hadith and jurisprudence have laid down a 
variety of conditions for the authentification of hadtth, which may be 
summarised as follows: 

1. The hadith must be accompanied by an isntid in which the 
transmitter has given the name of the authority from whom he learned 
the hadith; and that authority must give the name of his source or 
teacher from whom he received the same hadith, and so on until it 
reaches the Prophet. This chain of transmitters constitutes the hnad+ 
or sanad (support), simply because the authenticity of the hadith rests 
on it. 

There is some disagreement as to determining the origins ofisniid. 
Some have said that imad first appeared toward the end of the first 
tury hijra while others have suggested the middle of that century 
as the starling point of isndd. The rudiments of imad might have even 
lined during the lifetime of the Prophet, but in this period, the 
need for isriad was naturally noi very stressing. The civil war i/itna) 
thai followed i Ih minion •>( the i ..iliph 'Uthoiin is oflen seen as 

the main canst ihul prompted the development «»l imhL i In mild 
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confirm that istmd began during the rime of the Companions. In this 
regard Muhammad Tbn Shin (d. 1 10) is quoted to have said thai "no 
one asked about hnad before, but when the/?/™ broke out, they would 
say, name to us your men. 1 ' 2 

It is a familiar feature of hnad that the names and number of 
transmitters therein increase in every successive generation. Sometimes 
a hadith transmitted by one Companion is then transmitted by a 
number of persons in the next generation, who may happen to be 
residing in different localities. This gave rise to the question of how 
the particular transmitter obtained the information from his immediate 
source. Was it through direct hearing and personal contact or in some 
other way? The *ukim<V of hadith have identified the various ways in 
which liadith is obtained from the source and then transmitted and 
delivered to the next link in the isnddy a subject thai 1 have reviewed 
in chapter two of this work. 

The number of transmitters in the imad largely depends on the 
intervening period of time between the demise of the Prophet and 
the date of the compilation of hadith, which could be as few as one or 
two, or as many as half a dozen or more. Some ahdd'Uh were compiled 
fairly early. Hammam Ibn Munabbih, for instance, recorded his Sahlfa 
around the year 50 AH. and reported hadith on the authority of Abu 
Hurayra who related it from the Prophet. Here rhe hnad consists of 
one link, a Companion, imam Malik (d. 17° AH) related in his Ai- 
MuTPutia* ahddlth on the authority of his teacher, NafV, who related, 
in turn, from 'Abd Allah Ibn l Umar, who was a Companion relating 
directly from the Prophet. In ihiahndd, there are two intervening links 
in the hnad. The best hnad of Abu Hurayra is thai of Ibn Shihab 
al-Zuhri % from Sa*id b, al-Musayyib from Abu Hurayra, which also 
consists of three links. Two other chains of transmitters that are 
recorded concerning Abu Hurayra, both described as asahh al-asftnld 
are: Abu al-Zanad, from al-AVaj, from Abu Hurayra, and the other is 
Yahya Ibn Abi Kaihlr from AbQ Salama from Abu Hurayra. Having 
recorded this al-Hakim al-Nisaburi then commented that identifying 
a certain hnad as the best or most reliable hnad, or a Golden Chain 
(silnlat al-dhahah\ etc., is largely a matter of personal assessment and 
ijtihad and the *ulamd" have differed in their assessments. Then al- 
NlsaburT goes on to identify some Of these himself fhe besi 
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concerning Abu Bakr al-Siddlq is thus Ismail Ibn Abl Khalid, from 
Qavs Ibn Abi Hazim, from Abu Bakr, and the best isnad concerning 
c Umar Ibn al-Khattab is al-Zuhri, from Sa-lim, from his father \\bd 
Allah b. 'Umar, from 'Umar. The best isnad concerning 'A'isha is 
\Jbayd Allah b. 'Umar from al-Qasim Muhammad b- Abu Bakr from 
'A'isha. Al-Nisaburi has also listed the best-known isndds concerning 
the various regions including Makka, Yemen, Egypt, al-Sham (Syria) 
and Khurasan. Imam Shati c I has related hadith on the authority of 
Imam Malik, and Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal related from Imam Shaft ( i. 
In this chain, which is often referred to as the Golden Chain, all the 
links were not only renowned scholars and "uiama* but also students 
and contemporaries of one another. As will be noted, most of the tsndds 
that are known as usahh af-asdmd consist of two intervening links. Two 
other similarly short tsndds are those of Muhammad b. Slrin - 'Ubayda 
b. 'Amr - f Ali b. Abi Talib; and Ibrahim al-Nakha'i - 'Alqama b. 
Qays - c Abd Allah b. Mas'ud. Isnads which consist of only three links 
are known as ai-thaiaikiyaU arid these have sometimes been placed 
in separate collections. Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani has thus compiled a 
volume entitled Thttfaihiyut ai-Bukhdrt. and al-Sararini has compiled 
a similar collection concerning the Musnad of Ibn Hanbal bearing the 
title Thulathiyat Ahmad h. HanbaL Isnud that consists of fewer links, 
known as aHmcld a/- 1 all, or upper isnad, is considered more reliable as 
the possibility of error and doubt increases with every additional link 
in the chain of isnad. To search for a shorrer isnad in preference to one 
that is lower is an act of merit and highly recommended. 1 

As noted above, from the viewpoint of its proximity or otherwise 
to the Prophet, isnad is divided into two types, namely elevated wuld 
isnud al-^aii) which consists of fewer links and transmitters, and 
descended isnad {al-isndd al-nazi[) which involves a larger number 
Of links and transmitters. The former travels vertically down from a 
I ni 11 pan ion to a Follower, then to a Successor and so on, not necessarily 
One person at each level, but there is no horizontal movement within 
i Ik same generation or talmqa. The descended isnad on the other hand 
I "mums more ihan one pcrs<|il sometimes reporting horizontally from 
one another before it moves downwards, 

I'lmtmity in isruhhhiti is desirable must at all times mean proximo'. 

lo til* t'mplui ihrmiili ,i < I. m i-.ntui lti.it r. d<\nu| <»| ivraklH'Kh ('Vtfflrf 
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nazifghayr da l lJ). "Closeness of isndd indicates closeness to the Prophet, 
To be close to the Prophet means closeness to God Most High". 4 The 
second best step to take along this route is to find the closest isndd to one 
of the recognised Imams of hadith such as Imams Malik, al-Thawri and 
al-Shafi\ whose knowledge and trustworthiness is beyond reproach. 
Next in this order comes the Sahlhayn, that is al-Bukhari and Muslim, 
and the effort to find an elevated isndd that involves short and direct 
transmission from one of the teachers of al-Bukhari or Muslim that 
involves the least number of intervening links. This also applies to other 
recognised and Tcliable collections of hadith. So also is the effort to cut 
down on the time lag between the transmitters, If the time lag between 
the two levels or labaqa is say fifty years, then an alternative isndd that 
shows this lag at thirty or forty years should be preferred. Lastly, to 
ascertain an elevated isndd, one also needs to look into the method of 
transmission and delivery between the various levels, and direct hearing 
(mmd 1 ) is naturally preferable to other methods. This would mean that 
one has tried not only to reduce the number of intervening links but 
also the overall time lag from the beginning to the end of the isndd.* 
The chain of transmitters in most of the ahddlth that are recorded in 
the Six Major Collections {al-Sikdh at-Sitta) consists, more or less, of 
four to six links, including the Companion who witnessed the hadith/ 
Many prominent ^ulamd 1 have gone on record to say that since isndd 
is the conveyer and vehicle of the Sunna of the Prophet, it is a part of 
religion, and that diligent and conscientious rendering of isndd is an act 
of merit and a means to gaining the pleasure of God Most High. 

The isndd must be continuous and uninterrupted. A hadith with a 
broken isndd does not qualify as a Satjih hadith. If the missing link is 
a Companion who is supposed to have received the hadith in the first 
place and his name is not mentioned r the hadith is then called mursaL 
Mursat is defined as a "hadith transmitted by a Follower {tdbi*J\ who has 
not met with the Prophet and yet has quoted the hadith directly from 
the Prophet' 1 .' If the missing link is below the level of the Companion, 
that is, somewhere in the middle of the chain of isndd,, the hadith is 
called munqati'' (severed or broken}, However, if the missing link is 
lower down at the very end, it is called mu allay (suspended). And then 
if more than one link is missing in the imdd> it is Cftiled mu^al. All of 
these arc grouped under ()/< V(wcak) and MardfiJ (rejected) categories 
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and they are not supposed to be included in either Suh'th al-Bukhdrl 
or in Salnh Muslim, However, if the missing link in Munqati*' becomes 
known through another isndd and the necessary clarification is provided, 
the MunqatC may be accepted and acting upon it would be valid. 

One of al-BukharTs pre-conditions of* a Sakth hadith, which 
distinguishes his collection from that of Sahth Muslim, was that al- 
Bukhari only recorded hadith in which the transmitter of hadith had 
met with his immediate source. This has actually meant two conditions, 
one of which was that the two were contemporary, and the other that 
they actually met one another. Imam Muslim has only insisted on the 
first hut not on the second of these conditions. It is suggested, however, 
that Muslim's condition often, if not always, fulfils that of al-Bukhari, 
simply because a reliable narrator will normally not report it hadith 
without verifying it with his source and would not, as it were, report 
through hearsay evidence. 

Imam Muslim has categorically said that "Mursal is the type of 
hadith which is not a proof {laysa bi-hiqja) neither in our view nor in 
the view of the learned scholars of hadtth'V The Muwatta of Imam 
Malik, however, contains numerous mursal ahdd'ith and it is also found 
in other works of hadith. There are exclusive collections of the mursal 
hadith, such as the Kittib al-Mardsil by Ahu Dawiid (d. 275 H) which 
has isolated the mursal from other ahddlth. Another work to mention 
is the Marasll of Ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi (d. 277 H) which focuses on 
the chains of transmission {al-asdnul) of the mursal variety.'' 

Most of the mursal that originate in Madina is transmitted by Sa*id 
b. al-Musayyib (d. 99 H) and these are considered to be generally sound 
as Ibn al-Musayyib was the son of a prominent Companion, Musayyib 
Ibn ihi/n, who accompanied the Prophet on many important occasions. 
Sft'id b. al-Musayyib 1 s credentials also stand out for the fact that he 
met the leading Companions including l Umar, 'Uthman, 'All, Talha 
and Zubaytv and he was also one of the seven outstanding jurists and 
Huftts of Madina, The l ulama l of hadith have considered the Mursal 
oJ Ibn al-Musayyib as the best of all mursal {usahh al^marasif), " 

2, Every link tn the chain ol isndd must be known to be an upright 
person ('</.//) M the nun o£ flptirtinp the hadith Hie minimum 
tx't|iiirciiH'iii «>l \hliilu is thai Hi. pel ;mi has mil cnmmilU'd .i mujor 
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sin/crime and has not persisted in committing minor ones, nor is he 
known for committing degrading profanities such as association with 
persons of* ill-repute and indulgence in humiliating jokes. Although the 
l utama &xz unanimous on the requirement of *adala, they have differed 
somewhat on what it precisely means. < Ad$ia is often associated with 
piety and decorum (muru'a). An < adl person, according to al-Khatib 
al-Baghdadi, is one "who is known for his performance of obligatory 
religious duties, observance of what is prohibited, diligence in pursuit 
of righteousness in his conduct and in dealings with others, discipline 
in speech, and truthfulness". Yet ai-Baghdadl has also noted that Uidala 
is something more than a simple exhibition of piety, and can only be 
known by consistent information concerning the conduct and activities 
of a person." The sum total of ' add/a is reflected in the confidence 
that is inspired by it in a particular individual- It is generally held that 
no one can be free of all sin or of some neglect in the performance 
of duties. A competent person who is known to be assiduous in the 
fulfilment of obligations, avoids prohibitions, and has integrity of 
character in speech and in conduct is presumed to be W/. u 

The \idala of a transmitter must be established by positive 
evidence. When there is no evidence available as to the Wtf/<? of a 
transmitter, his report is unacceptable. Similarly, a report by an 
anonymous person {rhmyat al-inajkuf) such as when the isnad reads 
in part that "a man reported such and such" is unacceptable. Ignorance 
of a person's character may be inclusive of both the apparent and 
hidden [zahir ma batin) aspects of personality, in which case his report 
is unacceptable and there is general consensus on this, A person may on 
the other hand be known for what is apparent in him but unknown for 
his tnner qualities. This is known as ai-mnstur (concealed) and there is 
disagreement as to whether hadith transmitted by a masiur is admissible. 
Some have expressed doubt but the Shafi ( is, Hanafts and many others 
have held that report by a masiur is acceptable as in the matter of hadith 
transmission it is preferable to proceed from the position of optimism 
(husn ut-zann) on the reliability of the transmitter. It is also difficult 
to verify the inner c adafo of a person and knowledge of the munifesi 
aspect of one's character is therefore sufficient to make one's report 
admissible. This concession is not extended, however, in u uncases- in 
judicial dispules as H is possible for the judge to verify the Inner .1 , ( n « t , 
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of * a da la as well as the apparent manifestations thereof." Al-Khatib 
al-Baghdadi has to this effect quoted a hadlth on the authority of 'All 
b. AbJ Talib that "a Muslim who deals with people justly and speaks 
to them while avoiding telling a lie and fulfils promises he makes, has 
accomplished just character and tnunVa; backbiting him is forbidden 
and fraternising him a requirement"^ 

Ai-Khatib al-Baghdadi has stated that a majhfil according to the 
traditionists {uhl al-kadttlt) is one who is unknown to the *utama' of 
hadlth and his report is not recognised by anyone other than a single 
narrator, Examples of this are ( Amr dhu Murr, Jabbar al-Ta 1 !, and 
Sa'id h. Dhi Huddan from whom no one other than Abu Tshaq al- 
Subay'i has transmitted any hadlth. Similarly Jurayd b. Kulayb is a 
majhul as no one other than Qatnda b, Di ama has transmitted any 
hadlth from him. Al-Baghdadi has added that ignorance {jahala) is 
removed if rwo knowledgeable persons have transmitted hadiih from 
a particular narrator. This removes the jakala but docs not necessarily 
establish the ^ add in of the narrator in question. For \idala is established 
by means of explicit affirmation of uprightness and not merely by 
means of identification. 15 

The 'aetata of a narrator may be established by various means, 
including validation (ta'dJf)^ that is, when at least one upright and 
knowledgeable person, and according to some jurists, two such persons, 
confirm it, or when the transmitter is known to have been admitted 
as a witness in the court, or when a learned scholar has relied on his 
report. But there must be positive evidence that the scholar did not 
da so for any particular reason, fear or favour, that might compromise 
the reliability of his position. It has been further suggested that the 
scholar in question must be known to have accepted the reports only 
of upright narrators." 

The qualification of \iddla is established for all the Companions 
of the Prophet regardless of their juristic or political views. This 
i onclusion is based on the Qur'an, which declares in a reference to the 

< panions thai "<m>'1 is well-pleased with them, as they are pleased 

with I Km'* (al-'lawba, 9:100). This is supported by a number of ahddlth 
in Which the Prophftl nan ilso spoken highly of his Companions, both 

ihi'.iI tcrmi and also b renw <<> patdcitter individuals among 

iht'in ' 



A person's reputation for being upright and trustworthy also serves 
as a proof of his f add/a. According to some * ultima* of hadith, such 
a reputation is even more credible than confirmation by one or two 
individuals. With regard to certain figures, such as Imam Malik, Imam 
Ahmad b, Hanbal, ai-AwzaX Sufyan al-Thawri, Sufyan b. ^Uyayna, al- 
Layth b. Sa c d, 'All b. al-Madini, Yahya b. Ma*in, etc., their reputation 
for ( addla is proof above the technicalities of ta V/i7. It is reported that 
Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal was once asked concerning lshaq b. Rahawayh 
and bis response was "The like of lshaq - you ask me about him? 1 ' A 
similar response has been recorded from Yahya b. Ma 'in who was asked 
concerning Abu l Ubayd al-Qasim b, Sallam and he replied "you ask me 
concerning Abu e UbaydP A person's reputation for corruption is also 
admitted as evidence to impugn his K addia. In the event of conflicting 
information concerning the < addla of a narrator, the majority maintain 
that he or she is disqualified." 

The requirement of ^adala applies to all varieties of hadith, 
especially the solitary or Ahad hadith, which is reported usually by 
one or a few individuals. Only with regard to the Mutaipfilir hadith 
which is proven by the report of a large number of individuals, the 
requirement of Wrt/tf is not emphasised as much as in the case of 
Ahad hadith. 

To ascertain the reliability of narrators of hadith, the **ulamiV of 
hadith have complied biographical data, on a massive scale, of the 
transmitters of hadith, giving the place and date of the person's birth, 
his family connections, education and names of his teachers and 
students, his profession and financial condition and the date of his 
death. The biographical literature, especially relating to the tarikh al- 
ruwat and tahaqdl contains useful information and assessment of the 
degree of reliability of narrators, and a special terminology has been 
developed for this purpose, as I have already elaborated in chapter 
five. 20 

Mum a is a difficult word to translate but generally it implies 
decorum, integrity and qualities that are associated with a 'gentleman 1 . 
In the textbooks on hadith muru'a often features side by side with 
piety in the definition of l adala. In the usage of Arabs, murtVa 
is associated with manliness and courage as well as avoidant of 
demeaning behaviour 1 1 hi compmmiwH personal honour and ik aoci.ilh 
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humiliating. The works of fiqh and hadith also mention avoidance of 
profanities such as urinating in a standing posture (one may now add, 
perhaps in a wrong place), stealing a slice of bread, association with 
Jowly characters, even eating in public ihoroughfares and walking bare 
headed. The correct position on this, however, refers such matters to 
the prevailing custom. Many of the things that were associated with 
muru'a tn the past have evidently changed and current custom seems 
to have attributed certain other things with social decorum and murua. 
One who throws away litter carelessly in public places, or wears trendy 
clothes that are not appropriate with one's standing or circumstance, 
or one who spoils library books thai one borrows, and the like, may 
now be seen to he more relevant to integrity and mufu'a. A hadith 
transmitter must possess ttmru'a as a part of his prubitv and \idala 
but what murfi'a actuallv means is often determined bv reference to 

w 

the prevailing custom. 

There is a difference between the 'adiila of a witness and of a 
hadith transmitter in that some of the requirements in the former 
do not apply to the latter. The question of gender, whether male or 
female, that is relevant to testimony is not relevant to the narration 
of hadith, nor is slavery of any relevance nowadays. A blind person is 
not qualified to be a witness bur he or she is qualified tn be a narrator 
of hadith. Even a person who is punished foT slander {qadhj) and is 
consequently disqualified to be a witness is still held to be qualified to 
transmit hadith* according to the majority, excepting the Hanafis, after 
repentance and show of remorse over his past behaviour." 1 

The ^attain of a person is, in principle, deemed to be monolithic 
and unchangeable, according to the majority, and it is, as such, not 
amenable to increase or decrease. It is also deemed to be indivisible 
in that a person either possesses it or not, and cannot therefore be 
snid to be partially upright. 'Adala in this sense resembles the faith 
i'nnatt) which is also said to be monolithic and unchangeable. 12 The 
correct view, however, is that Wur/rt, like faith and retentiveness of 
memory, is capable of increase and decrease, although the pace and 
frequency of change therein is nor expected to be either rapid or 
frequeni. Minor changes in experience and outlook do not necessarily 
el the al tribute ol WtfA*. vcl a siuressuiriol such changes or drastic 
nun of I'vcniN may well lend n> u Ni^niJicanl change in the reliability 
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and l uddia of a person. Yet for purposes of hadith narration, it is the 
undiminished \idfifa which qualifies a person to narrate hadith, and not 
any reduced or compromised version thereof. The "ulama of hadith 
have thus maintained that a narrator of hadith must be clear both of 
major defects of character as well as persisLeiiLly recurring minor ones 
that compromise one*s integrity and muru'a, n 

As for the narration of one who is charged with pernicious 
innovation {bid* a) and propagation of dubious doctrines that are 
contrary to valid precedent, the 'ulamd' have held two different views. 
Many leading 'ttlama', including Imam Malik, have held that narration 
of an agent of bid* a (mubtadi 1 ) is unacceptable absolutely regardless of 
the nature of his bidUi. The second view on this is one of stipulated 
acceptance, as it reflects on the nature of the bid k a. This may either be 
such that invokes infidelity (kufr) on its propagator, in which case he is 
disqualified and there is general agreement on this - and it was on this 
basis thai the heretics known as aJ-Zanadiqa were disqualified. A mere 
accusation of kufr or bid l a arnounling 10 kufr by one's opponents is not 
enough to disqualify the mubtadi\ as many opposing factions in history 
have actually accused one another of bid' a and kufr. One must, in other 
words, determine the nature of hid^a amounting to kujr on the basis 
of objective evidence. The hid\i that disqualifies a narrator of hadith 
must be such that denies an essential aspect of Islam and its Sharfa 
or a principle that is established as an essential part of the religion 
- such as denial of one of the five pillars of the faith, or denial of an 
attribute of God Most High that is clearly conveyed in the Qur'an,'* 
In the case of bid' a of a lower order, if the mubtadt* has gone so far 
as to advocate a lie in order to promote his doctrine, and has invited 
others to embrace it, he is disqualified, Sufyiin al-Thawri is quoted as 
having said that he would admit the testimony of the agents of caprice 
{alii til-ahwd') when they are upright Ww/ in other respects, that is, 
in matters other than their own doctrines. Imam Shafi'i has similarly 
stated that a simple advocacy of haiva and bid^a is not a disqualification 
unless it is known that the mubUidi^ has advocated a lie. Ibn al-Salah 
has noted an additional requirement which is that hadith reported by a 
muhtadt\ who is not inviting others to his bid^a, must also not endorse 
the bid'a he has advocnied. If il is rclwuni to thr buf.i in question, it 
is unacceptable/* 
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It is to be noted, however, that the 'ufama' of hadith have sometimes 
qualified as reliable persons those who are accused of deviation and bid l a, 
yet truthful enough to be narrators of hadith. Abu Dawud al-Sijistani 
went on record to say that among the deviationists, no other faction has 
been mure truthful in the narration of hadith than the KJiarijites. Jt is 
further noted that al-Bukhari has relied on the narration of one 'Imran 
b, Hat tan who was a confirmed deviations st, and also that Yahya b. 
Mam and Ahmad b. Hanbal validated one 'Abd at -Ham id b. 'Abd al- 
Rahman al-Himmam (d, 202) who was an active propagator of irja' and 
murjVu (the belief that a grave sin does not necessarily amount to kufr 
and that the hope {irja) for forgiveness from God still remains valid). 
lr is noted in this context that these greai Imams validated the hadith 
of the individuals concerned on the basis of the personal knowledge of 
their character, which is the correct approach, unlike the approach that 
focuses on the narrator's association with a sect, faction or group often 
in disregard of the person's character as such. AI-Baghdadi has further 
noted that the Companions and the Followers have accepted report and 
testimony of the KJiarijites especially those whom they considered to be 
trustworthy and pious. They have accepted narration, for example, from 
'Imran b. Hattan who was a Kharijite and from Ibn Abf Najih who was 
a Mu'taziLi and from numerous other individuals who were associated 
with Qadariyya, the Shi^tes and MurjTa. It thus became well-known 
and consensus is established to the effect that personal character rather 
than association with a sect or faction is the determining factor of a 
person's probity and ^aMla* 

The majority of the ^ufoma of hadith have held that a tnuhiudi 1 is 
not disqualified and hadith may be transmitted from him, if he is clear 
of kufr and knowingly advocating a lie, whether or not he is actively 
engaged in propagating bid*' a. Some have stipulated that he is qualified 
only if he has restrained himself from actively inviting others to his 
bid^aPQnn who has lied in his dealings with the people but is known to 
have subsequently repented and corrected himself is not disqualified , 
but he is disqualified regardless of repentance, if he has attributed a 
lie io the Prophet.'" 

None of the narrators in (he mu'ul "s known to be implu ;Ucd 
in forgery, iCL'tiiriim, political ami theological dtopm.-. \ Ii.kHiIi 
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is therefore suspect if it smacks of scholastic fanaticism or when it 
advocates a particular dogma and doctrine. The report for example 
that "There will be a man in my umma by the name of Muhammad b. 
Idris (al-Shafi*!) who will be more harmful to my umma than the devil 
(iMs), and there will be a man in my umma by the name Abu Hanlfa 
who will he the shining light (sirdf) of my community 1 '. There are 
numerous similar reports concerning 'All and Mu'awiya, one of which 
simply has it "When you see iVluWiya on my pulpit, kill him". In yet 
another report it is stated "Whoever says that the Qiir'an is the created 
speech of God becomes an infidel and his wife stands divorced from 
him as of that moment". AH of these evidently indulge in corruption 
and crude fanaticism, and the Warnd' have isolated them in their works 
under the genera] heading of Niawduat (forgeries), 14 

4. As noted above, the narrator of hadith must be a contemporary 
of the teacher on whose authority he relates the hadith. This means 
that he must have been born before the death of his teacher by a period 
long enough to enable him to acquire the knowledge of hadith. Al- 
Bukharf has further stipulated that there must be evidence to show 
that the narrator has met with his immediate source. It is consequently 
taken as a sign of forgery when a narrator reports a hadith directly from 
his teacher and there is evidence to show that the former was born long 
after the latter's demise, or that the two never entered the same locality.-* 
Both the teacher and disciple must be fit for delivery and reception 
of hadith and neither is too forgetful, confused or disabled nor suffers 
from defects that render his l adala and retentiveness questionable. 

The y utama : on the whole do not require evidence of actual 
encounter between teacher and disciple and take it for granted 
that words such as "1 heard - sam^tu", or "so and so spoke to me 
- h&ddathanf actually mean that the two have met. They are thus 
content with the possibility of a meeting and do not require actual 
proof. This is the position of Imam Muslim. But ai-Bukhart required 
evidence of an actual meeting, where, when and for how long, etc., was 
the Shaykh teaching in a madrasa or a mosque when the disciple met 
him - or any other such information to show actual encounter between 
the narrator and his immediate smirci- 
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5. The narrator of hadith must possess a retentive memory so 
that his report can be trusted. If he is known for committing frequent 
errors and inconsistencies, his report would be unacceptable. The 
faculty of retention (dabt) is the ability of a person to listen to an 
utterance, to comprehend its meaning as it was originally intended^ 
and then to retain it and take all necessary precautions to safeguard 
its accuracy. In cases of doubt in the retenriveness of a transmitter, if 
his report can be confirmed by comparison to the recognised works 
of authority on the subject, or by the action of his predecessors, it 
may be accepted. If someone has suffered weakness of memory due to 
illness or old age, only hadith that he related prior to that event can be 
accepted. But in the absence of any verification, reports by persons who 
arc totally obscure and whose rotentiveness cannot be established are 
unacceptable. The retentive faculty of a narrator is established through 
his work or when a number of upright and trustworthy transmitters 
are known to have relied on his reports and have used it as evidence/ 
reference in their own work." 1 

Anarraior 1 s forgetfulness does not necessarily invalidate his hadith 
according to the majority of jurists and hadith experts, except for the 
Hanafis who maintain that hadith IS invalidated if the narrator cannot 
confirm nor recognise what he had narrated. Thus the Hanafis rejected 
the hadith of Sulayman b + Musa from al-Zuhrl from ^Urwa from 
*A'isha from the Prophet that "When a woman is married without 
the permission of her guardian^ her marriage is null and void." 

This is because of what Ibn Jurayj had said that "I met with al- 
Zuhri and asked him about this hadith but he did not recognise it'V 2 
Another example of this is the hadith of Rabf'at al-Ra'y, from Suhayl 
b, Abi Salih from his father from Abu Hurayra that "the Prophet, peace 
be on him> adjudicated by one witness plus an oath." *Abd al- ( Aziz 

b. Muhammad al-Darawardi then said "I met Suhayl and asked him 

* + 

about it but be did not recognise the haduh. 1 ^ 

Many of the leading scholars of hadith are known to have forgotten 
what has been heard from them, but this should not invalidate the 
Origin*] repori on account merely of forgetfulness. Humans are prone 
i" fcugwfulness and it is due partly DO this that many, including Imam 
ShiSfi'l, havfi/wfirned agains! narration from the living. 
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Retention with the aid of writing is acceptable but it is recommended 
that the writing is legible and does not omit the dots over or under the 
letters nor is it turned into abbreviation and sign language that no one 
other than the writer is able to read. Words and phrases should also 
not be split between the ending of one and the beginning of a new line 
so as to prevent distortion^ 4 

One who is known for laxity (al-tasahuf) in the hearing of hadith, 
such as falling asleep at meetings, or is willing to accept hearsay in 
hadith > or one who makes frequent error s^ fail to qualify as retentive 
of hadith and their narration is therefore not accepted. Similarly, when 
the narrator is known to have made an error and this becomes clear to 
him yet he stubbornly persists in it, his narration is disqualified. 

When the requirements of ^adula and da hi of the narrator arc 
ascertained and established his report becomes acceptable and the 
possibility of error and doubt in it is considered remote and insignificant, 
although not impossible. The report is considered to provide a valid 
basis for action and judgement. \Adala and dabt qualify the narrator 
to transmit hadith that is then relied upon, but the hadith itself must 
natural Jy be free of obvious and hidden defects and outlandish contents, 
or shudhudh. The isndd of hadith must also be free of defects such as 
broken links, suspension (*£*&£), and ambiguities that are associated 
with the isnad.^ 

6, With regard to the text matn of hadith it is noted that it must be 
in the familiar eloquent and dignified style of the prophetic language. 
If it is a report of an action of the Prophet, it should be such that can 
be expected of him. The presence of obscene and objectionable words, 
and statements that are particularly crude, ridiculous and unbecoming 
of the Prophet are usually taken as signs of forgery in hadith and 
rejected. But even more important than words are the meaning and 
purpose, which is what the hadith critics have pointed out, A certain 
poverty of style in the standards of expression is not given too much 
weight as ahadJtk are often in the words of the narrators themselves- 
But if the meaning is corrupt to an extent that it cannot bear harmony 
with the standards of prophetic speech, it would be taken as a sign of 
forgery,* 1 The meaning is generally held to be corrupt when it engages 
in patently i n reasonable assertions. Corruption of purpoKi* and meaning 
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is also caused by unwarranted expatiation in the attributes of God 
Most Hi^h, His illustrious self, or negation of those of His attributes 
which are clearly established in the Qur'an, Thus the so-called hadith 
that "I saw my Lord in 'Arafat riding a red camd^ and the so-called 
hadith of the Prophet that a I saw my Lord on the Night of Ascension 
in the heaven with a curtain of fire between us but I saw everything 
even the crown studded with pearls thai He was wearing 15 . Corruption 
in purpose is also noted when a so-called hadith violates the basic 
positions of Shared such as by declaring permissible the lives and 
properties of people and validating attack on their personal dignity. 
The Prophet can similarly not be expected to take assertive positions 
and speak cither for or against sectarian movements and factions that 
never existed in his lifetime nor was the subject of any relevance to 
his mission and purpose. There is so much forgery on this and similar 
other themes that are patently corrupt, partisan and incredible, 

7. The text and message of the hadith must be consistent with the 
Qur*5n. Should there be a clear case of conflict in such a way that no 
reasonable compromise and interpretation can remove it 5 the hadith 
is rejected. The so-called hadith, for example, that '"The offspring of 
adultery (zina) shall not enter Paradise down to seven generations" was 
rejected by the Prophet's widow, ^isha, as it violated the clear text 
of the Qur'an that u No soul shall carry the burden of another souf 7 
(al-An^m, 6; 164). 

Similarly the report that "whoever begets a child and names him 
Muhammad, he and his offspring shall go to Paradise" is clearly in 
conflict with the Qur'anic principle that "Anyone who has done an 
mom's weight of good shall see its reward, and anyone who has done an 
atom's weight of evil shall see its recompense" (al-Zalzala, 99:7-8). 

A clear conflict with the ruling of ijmd'' is also taken as a sign of 
lurgery in hadith. The so-called hadith, for example, that "One who 
lu-rforms the obligatory prayer {$alah) on the last Friday of Ramadan 
muild have made up far .ill the prayers he has missed throughout 
Ins lilt' lor ft m nty years" is i outrun in Hit* inline of ijtmf ilui no 
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other form of worship replaces a salfih that has been missed out. And 
lastly, when a hadith conflicts with another well-known hadith that 
is proven by a superior isnad, it is seen as a sign of forgery. This last 
instance of conflict is a wider subject that the ^ulama 1 have looked 
into under the general heading of Mukhtalif at-Hudlth (also known 
as Mushkil al-Hadith) which is the subject of a separate chapter in 
this work. This branch of the hadith studies is concerned mainly 
with discrepancies and conflicts which are, however, reconcilable by- 
recourse to the normal rules of interpretation, and it is in this respect 
where Mukhtalif al-Hadith differs from the study of abrogation in 
hadith. This latter branch of the hadith studies, known as al-Ndsikh 
ma'l-Manwkh fi't-Hadith^ is on the other hand concerned exclusively 
with conflicts that cannot be reconciled on grounds of interpretation. 
Mukhtalif al-Hadith was the subject of a particular work bearing the 
title Ikktilaf al-Hadith by Imam al-Shafi % who was the first to discuss 
this subject in the seventh volume of his Kitdb ai-Umm. This was 
followed by Ta'wl Mukhtalif al-Hadith of Ibn Qutayba al-Daynurl 
(213-267) and many other contributions ever since. The branch of 
hadith studies which is concerned with abrogation in hadith stipulate a 
number of requirements that must be met before abrogation can occur, 
but this too is the subject of a separate chapter of this book.' 7 

8, Hadith which is not historical and fails to qualify the test of 
historical evidence that was known during the time of the Prophet is 
rejected. The hadith, for cxampie, reported by Sa'd b. Mu'adh and 
Mu awiya b. Abu Sufyan that "the Prophet levied the jizya (poll tax) 
on the Jews of fChaybar and relieved them of hardship 1 ' is discredited 
on account of the historical fact that jizya was not known at that time, 
that is, the year of Khaybar, and that the Qur'anic ruling on jizya was 
only revealed later in the year of Tabuk, and that Sa'd b. Mu'adh had 
aJso died before the year of Khaybar. In yet another report, Anas b. 
Malik has stated that "1 entered the public bath and saw the Messenger 
of God wearing a wrapper and said: O Anas, I have forbidden entry to a 
public bath without a wrapper*'. The facts of history show on the other 
hand, that the Prophet did not enter a public bath as they did not exist 
in Madina at the timc. ,w Some hadith collections have also recorded 
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hadith concerning the bygone Prophets, attributing exaggerated body 
size and height, such as sixty metres, to them, which is patently 
unhistorical and has never been proven by factual evidence. 

9. The text must be in agreement with reason. If it is illogical in 
purpose and meaning, it is suspected of being a forgery. Anything that 
ts totally superstitious, or in clear conflict with accepted norms, or 
contradictory in itself or totally incredible vis-d-vis the clear principles 
of the nustis would come under suspicion. The so-called hadith, for 
example, that "the ark of Noah circumambulated the Ka'ha seven 
times and then prayed two units of prayer at the end," is evidently 
irrational and therefore rejected. The report similarly that "God Most 
High revived from the dead the parents of the Prophet Muhammad 
and they embraced Islam in his presence" is evidently unreasonable 
and contrary to familiar experience. Noted under this category are also 
hadith which contain detailed prophecies of future events with their 
dates and places of occurrence. 3 " 

When the hadith in question promises a disproportionate reward 
or warns of an exceedingly severe punishment for a trivial act, it would 
be suspected of being n forgery. Numerous reports arc on record of 
spurious hadith under the general heading of at-targkih wa'I-tarklh 
(encouragement and warning) that promises, for instance, permanent 
abode in Paradise for recitation of a verse of the Qur'an, or for a 
simple act which may be manduh (recommendable), or even omitting 
something in the nature of a makriih (reprehensible).* 

10. The narrator must not be totally unknown (majfwf).To eliminate 
obscurity and ignorance, the 'uhwuV of hadith stipulate that at least 
two upright persons should have transmitted hadith from the person in 
question. Only the Companions are exempted from this requirement. 
Examples of some of the majhui narrators that are given include such 
names as { Amr dhu Murr, Jabbar al-Ta ( I and Sa l id b. Huddan from 
whom no one else but Abu Ishaq al-Subay \ has narrated, which means 
that the> are obscure. 

Narration by two upright persons is, however, good enough to 
ove i] ancc lis to the identity of the person (jahdiat al-'ayn) but 
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it does not establish uprightness ( l ada~ta) of the narrator in question. 
Hadith is not acceptable when it is transmitted by an unknown 
person. 41 

Majhui (obscure) is sub-divided into three types, one of which is of 
unknown identity [majhui af-^ayv). This type of obscurity is removed 
by narration from the person concerned by two upright persons. If 
only one person has narrated hadith from him, the obscurity still 
remains. Majhui to the 'ulatrid* of hadith is one from whom no more 
than one person has reported. Al-Bukhan and Muslim are noted in 
this connection for having narrated hadith from Mirdas al-Aslauu\ 
and Rabia b. Ka'b respectively. These are considered to be majhui 
as only one person, namely Qays b. Hazim has narrated hadith from 
the former, and Abu Salama r Abd al-Rahman b. 'Awf from the latter. 
Ibn ai-Salah who initially made this abservation was, however, refuicd 
later by al-Nawawi who said that both al-Aslami and Ibn Ka*b were 
Companions and they cannot therefore be classified under the category 
of majhui. 41 

The second type of majhui is one who is not known for his 
uprightness Cadala), and this also occurs in two types, namely one 
whose ' add la is unknown overtly and covertly {min hayth al-zahir 
mal-batin), and one who appears to be upright but no insight into his 
character is available. 'Adah in principle requires positive evidence on 
both of these, but questions tend to arise if a person is only known 
to be upright in appearance but his true character remains hidden 
(mastur). There is a difference of opinion as to the admissibility of 
hadith from the mast fir. Many consider it to be admissible as it is 
often difficult to verify the inner quality of K adala in the individual 
narrators of hadith. Ibn al-Salah has made the observation that works 
of authority on hadith often accept and record hadith from persons 
whose inner aspect of ^addla remains unknown." 

11. The narrator must also know the conditions of his shaykh/ 
teacher and ascertain his knowledge and character and only then 
should transmit hadith from him. It will be noted in this connection 
that there is usually a process of selection involved in the teacher- 
disciple relationship. The shaykh of hadith, like the teacher in most 
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other branches of knowledge in the Traditional system, selected his 
disciple on the basis of the latter^s ability and prospects. The disciple 
too tended to select as to whom lie wanted to study with and acquire 
the knowledge of hadTth from; and he consequently investigated the 
ability and reputation of the individual teachers of hadith. Hence the 
shaykh and his disciple are expected to have known one another and 
may well have developed a relationship that is taken into account in 
the context of hadith transmission. The hadith scholars have looked 
into this from the perspective of the classes of narrators, or lahaqat, 
which enabled them to assess the extent of the disciple's closeness 
vviih his shaykh. The classes or tabaqai that may be reviewed from this 
perspective are as follows: 

a. The first class, or tahaqa^ of narrators comprise those who have 
maintained a close association and companionship with their shaykh. 
These arc disciples who have kept the company of their shaykh in 
his circles of teaching and during his journeys and both the shaykh 
and disciple are upright and retentive and combine absolutely the best 
qualities that hadith narrators could be expected to have. An example 
of this would be the companionship of Nan** with 'And Allah b. f Umar 
and that of Imam Malik with al-Zuhrt. 

b. The second class, or tahaqtu of narrators comprise those who 
have kept regular but intermittent company of their shaykh that 
does not altogether amount lo discontinuity of contact. They do not 
maintain the same level of companionship and association with their 
shaykh as those who belong to the first class above. Yet they know their 
teachers well enough to remain clear of doubt with regard to hadith 
transmission from them. Examples of this tahaqa may be seen in the 
relationship of e Ata* b. Abi Rabah with *Abd Allah Ibn c Abbas, and 
that of Abu 'Amr al-Awza f I with aJ-Zuhri. 

c. The third class of narrators apply to those who have kept as close 
an association with their teachers as those of the first tabaqa above but 
who have not escaped doubt over their character and retentiveness, and 

I heir transmission of riadith falls between acceptable and rejectable. 
[■samples of this (abaqa are said to include the companionship with 

I I /nliri of Ja'lar b. Ilurqan ami ' Abd Allah b. Haft) al^Umari. 
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d. The fourth class includes those whose companionship with 
the skaykh is slight and they have also not escaped doubt over the 
likelihood of impugnment (al-jarh). An example of this would he Ishaq 
b. Yahya al-Kalbi in relationship to al-Zuhri, 

e. The fifth class comprises the weak and the obscure (al-du'afa* 
wa'I-majhiilin) who occasionally attended the teaching sessions of their 
teacher but with little regularity and commitment. The hadTtb that 
they transmit from their skaykh is on the whole unacceptable and it 
would be advisable for them not to have attempted it in the first place. 
Examples of this class in relationship to al-Zuhri would be ( Abd al- 
Quddus b. Habib al-Dimashqi and Muhammad b. Sa'id al-Maslub. 

With reference to the bulk of the akadith that al-Bukharl and 
Muslim have recorded, it is noted that they qualified the first two of 
these five classes and only occasionally qualified narrators that fell in 
The third, but they disqualified the fourth and fifth classes altogether. 
This is understood from the familiar expression "in accordance with 
the condition of the two shaykhs — *ala xhart al-shaykhtiyn" 

It may be noted, however, that some hadith transmitters tended 
to have a weak association with a particular skaykh of hadith but they 
qualified better with another shaykh. This is taken into account by al- 
Bukhari who has disqualified the reports of one Hashim from al-Zuhri 
but has accepted his narration from persons other than al-Zuhri. M 

1 2. Moth the text and imdd of the hadith must be clear of subtle and 
hidden defects, or 'ilia, and also clear of concealment, tadTi$^ These 
two subjects, namely Hi&l al-hadtth and tadlu have been separately 
addressed and need not therefore be elaborated here. 
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IN my introductory remarks I commented on the strengths 
and weaknesses of methodology and methodological guidelines that 
the 'tilamfi* have developed for the authentication of hadith. I then 
expounded in the ensuing chapters the salient features of hadith 
studies, methods of hadith criticism, subtle defects in hadtih and 
prerequisites of authenticity, all of which are evidently designed to 
ensure the purity of both the imad and text of the hadith. What I have 
presented in this book in reality provides only a bird's-eye view account 
of the painstaking efforts that the ^ulama" and scholars of hadith have 
taken to verify' the authenticity of the hadith of the Prophet. The sheer 
wealth of the scholarly works on hadith methodology and sciences and 
the effort that lias gone into the compilation of countless numbers 
of valuable works on hadith spanning the entire history of Islamic 
scholarship cannot fail to impress. The * ultima* have clearly seen the 
hadith studies as an arena where they combined meticulous scholarship 
with a sacred purpose and the results they have achieved are clearly 
remarkable. The purpose was to render the hadith as accurately as 
possible. The hadith transmitters, compilers and critics "tried 10 
reproduce exactly what they had learnt from their teachers ... They 
Reproduced each word and letter, including the diacritical marks and 
I he vowel points, without deviating in the least from what they had 
received." Zubayr Siddiqi who made these observations went on to 
quote al-K.hatib al-Baghdadi to the effect that the Companion ( Abd 
Allah b. *Umar did not like to change the order of words in a sentence 
I rail when it did imi .dfWi the meaning of the hadith in the least. Malik 



202 <sw A Textbook of Hadith Studies 

b. Anas tried to be exact about each and every letter. Ibn Sirin did not 
approve of making corrections in a hadith even in those cases in which 
there was a clear mistake by the reporter. 1 The entire corpus of *ulum 
al-hadith was geared toward the same purpose. Elaborate methods 
for cross-examination, double-checking, follow-up and scrutiny of 
the isnad and text were developed and employed in order to ensure 
accuracy in the reception, transmission, and documentation of hadith. 
The ^ulama of hadkh may be said to have explored and exploited every 
possible tool and method that could serve and facilitate the integrity 
and reliability of hadith. Is there any further room for fresh enquiry 
and research into the methodology of hadith? This is a question that 
comes to mind, and my peremptory answer to it is basically negative. 
There is clearly little scope for any new methodology or research that 
would add anything substantial and useful to the work that has already 
been done by people who were better positioned and qualified for what 
they attempted and achieved. But is there scope for new measures 
that the present generation of Muslims could take to enhance the 
reliability of hadith? 1 believe that we do have a rich and resourceful 
methodology for the authentication of hadith which goes a long way 
to achieve its desired purpose. Yet some weakness is noted with regard 
to its implementation especially in the early stages of the compilation 
of hadith. The methodology of usul al-hadlth, and even that of uml 
al-Jiqh, were developed mainly in the third century hijra, and even as 
late as in the days of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal {d. 241 H), questions 
have been raised whether he had in fact known the methodology of uml 
al-hadlth in its final form. As indicated in the text of this work, the 
methodology of hadith criticism originated in the work of al-Shafi l i but 
hadith collection had started much earlier. By the time of al-Bukhari, 
the broad outline of that methodology was admittedly in place but 
it was still at its early stages of development. Usui al-hadlth saw iis 
efflorescence in the works of al-Baghdadi T Ibn al-Salah, al-Nawawi and 
al-'Asqalani in the course of the subsequent centuries after al-Bukhari. 
It may therefore not come as a surprise to note that both al-Bukhari 
and Muslim contain hadith that were subsequently identified as weak 
(Da K iJ) or which did not fulfil some of the prerequisites of auihcnticiix 
for a $aklh hadith/ 
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One tends to notice a certain degree of imbalance in the kind of 
attention that hadith scholars have paid to matters of transmission and 
isndd as opposed to the text or main of hadith. Hadith experts el earl \ 
paid greater attention to the former at the expense, to some extent, of 
the latter. The accuracy of the hadith text and its harmony or otherwise 
with the Qur'an and principles of Islam that had a wider basis of 
support in the hadith itself did not receive a commensurate level of 
attention from the hadith scholars. In our discussion of mukhtalif ttt- 
hadith, which is the subject of an earlier chapter, some examples are 
given of hadith, as some are also given in ihe following pages, which 
appear in at-Bukhdrt and Muslim, Abu Ddmul ami others. A careful 
reading of the text, in these examples, reveals weaknesses so much so 
that the hadith in question could hardly be accepted as an authentic 
saying of the Prophet Muhammad. One would have expected in such 
instances that the compiler of such controversial materials would 
have rejected them and refused to document them in the category of 
Suhth hadith, or even of any hadTth for that matter. Weak and even 
fabricated hadith are found in the hadith collections, and although nol 
extensive, the presence even on a limited scale, of such controversial 
hadith tends to undermine confidence in the veracity of the larger 
corpus of hadith. 

To say that the methodology of mid al-haduh lias not been 
accurately observed is shown in works such as that of AbCfl-Faraj Ihn 
al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) entitled Al-Mawdu'at who identified one hadith 
in al-Bukhari, two in Muslim, thirry-thrcc in the Mumad of Imam 
Ahmad b. rlanbal, seven in the Sanaa Aim Ddwdd, ten in Sunan at- 
Nasal, thirty in Sunan Ibn Maja, thirty mjdmi* al-Tirmidhl, and sixty 
in Alustadrak of aJ-Hakim as forged ahddlth. Mustafa al-Siba'i who 
recorded this information added that subsequent scholars especially 
tbn Hajar al-'Asqalani (d. 852 H) and Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 
H) followed-up Ibn al-jawzi's work and although they disagreed 
with it in some respects, they nevertheless endorsed most of Ibn al- 
Jnwzl's conclusions on the presence of weak hadilh in the standard 

collections^ 

Commenting on the weaknesses of al-tiukhari* Mustafa Azami had 
i his in say; 



204 si" A Textkonk itfHudllh Studies 

Many scholars criticised BuJtJlSffs work. The criticism concerns 
about 80 narrators and some 110 ahad'nh. The criticism showed 
that though these afmdlih were not mistaken or false, yet they did 
not measure up to the high standard which was set by Bukhari 
himself.'' 

Muhammad Zuhayr Sidoliqi has similarly stated that "In spite of 
the great care of their compilers, there are still some weak or forged 
traditions in the standard collections, which have been discussed and 
criticised by their commentators 15 . s Siddiqi then commented that "most 
of the traditions concerning the coming of Dajjal and the Mahdl, and 
those concerning Khidr in the various collections of hadith are declared 
by the traditionists as forged ones, and are included in the works on 
Mawdil l af \* Siddiqi then went on to give the following examples of 
questionable ahadtih from al-Bukhari: 

1- The hadith recorded by al-Bukhari that the Qur'anic ay a (al- 
Hujurat, 49:9): "And if two parties of the believers fight one 
another, then make peace between them..." refers to *Abd Allah 
b. Ubayy and that of the other Companions of the Prophet - has 
been criticised in that the dya cannot carry this explanation. This 
is because ( Abd Allah b. Ubayy had not accepted Islam even 
outwardly at the time when this aya was revealed, 

2. The hadith recorded with slightly different versions, one of which 
appears in al-Bukhari has it that if Ibrahim, the Prophet's son, had 
lived, he would have been a Prophet. This so-called hadith has 
been severely criticised by many and Yahya Ibn l AJi al-Shawkani 
has isolated it as a forged one. 7 

3. The hadith reported by aUBukhan that Adam's height was 
sixty yards, has been criticised by Ibn Hajar on the basis of the 
measurement of the homes and dwellings of some of the ancient 
nations, which do not show that their inhabitants were enormously 
tail." Siddiqi then added (pt 203): 

The ahddith reported by Thn Majaon the excellence of Qazwin 
(his own home town) have been declared by the traditionists 
as forged ones. 
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In the very last paragraph of his book, Hadith Literature,, Siddiqi 
wrote that there was enough material available for the "compilation of a 
standard collection of completely authentic traditions out of the already 
generally accepted compilations". This he added was "a tremendous 
task' 1 but achievable by applying to each hadith the principles that 
have been laid down and agreed by the great scholars and compilers 
of hadith themselves. 

Fahmi Huwaydi has discussed the views of Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti 
(d. 911/1505) and Ibn Hazm (d. 994/1590) concerning the rejectors 
of Sunna^ and the doubts that were expressed, in earlier times, by the 
heretics (Zanadiqa) and the Kharijites over the authority of hadith as a 
source of Shari^a. Both al-Suyuti and Ibn Hazm resolutely refuted the 
position that the Qur'an was the only proof of Shari'a and held that 
the Sunna itself did not support this position. They also discussed the 
hadith in which the Prophet has been quoted to have said "whatever 
hadith that you receive in my name, refer it to the Qur'an - accept 
it if it has a basis in the Qur'an, but reject it otherwise." Al-Suyuti 
refuted this as a fabrication of the Zanadiqa, which has, however, found 
support among some Mu'taziii theologians of Basra, who held that the 
Quran explained all things "tihydnan U-kulli shay". The Kharijites 
also denied the authority of a great deal of u hadith (as well as that of 
ijma 1 ) in the sphere of the ahkdm. They have consequently refuted 
stoning as a punishment for swr£, and wiping over boots {mask Wtf V- 
khujfayn) as these were only validated by the Sunna and did not occur 
in the Qur'an.' 1 

Huwaydi then quotes the views of Ibn Hazm with which he 
also agrees. The gist of what is said here is that the Qur'an contains 
ambiguous rulings which could not be understood without the 
explanation of the Sunna. The question is thus posed: where does 
one find in the Qur'an a reference that the zu.hr (early afternoon) 
prayer is four units, and that the maghrib (evening) prayer is three! 
The Qur'an also does not explain the manner in which certain other 
rituals of worship are performed. There is also no reference to the 
quantities of zakah, or to things that must be avoided in fasting, nor 
does the Qur'an expound the details of the law of sale, enforcement 
t>\ punishments, and so forth. Ibn Hazm is then quoted to have added 
l hai ii is i an i. tint to disbelief for a Muslim to say that he does 
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not accept anything: (i.e. any hukm) unless he finds it in the Qur'an. 
Among the extremists were also those who held that there were only 
two obligatory prayers (morning and evening) instead of the normal 
five. Ibn Hazm declared that anyone who held such views was a denier 
of Islam simply because they confined themselves to the apparent text 
of the Qur'an and ignored or isolated the Swum.™ 

Having quoted Ibn Hazm, Huwaydi went on to agree with him 
and add that the Qur'an itself provided ample evidence in support of 
the conclusion that the Surma was a valid source and proof or Slwri l a, 
and quoted Qur'anie passages on this in 57:7; 16:44; 4:80 and so 
forth. Huwaydi also cited in support the renowned scholar of hadith, 
Mohammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, who wrote a treatise, entitled Af- 
Hddilh Hujja bi-Nafsihi ftl^Atfiid wa't-Akkam (Hadith is a proof by 
itself on matters of dogma and law), a title which is self-explanatory 
of its subject matter and purpose." 

Two other points Huwaydi makes may briefly be mentioned. He 
regretted that many unqualified people who were not knowledgeable 
of the methodology of hadith have often lighrly dismissed hadith and 
advanced ill-considered views in the name of ijtihad} 1 

Huwaydi also recommended greater scrutiny in respect of research 
theses and dissertations that are sometimes accepted and passed by 
the faculties, even of al-Azhar, which are less than meticulous and on 
occasions ill-informed as to the correct methodology and procedure 
of hadith. 13 

Hadith critics have expressed reservations, nevertheless, over 
the authenticity of various ahad'tth. Some politically tendentious 
ahiadjth have come under criticism. One such hadith that al-Bukhari 
has recorded on the authority of Jabir b. Samura is as follows: "I 
heard the Prophet, peace be on him, saying that 'there will be twelve 
rulers {amtratt)' and then the Prophet uttered words which I did not 
hear - but my father believed they were "... all of them will be from 
QurayshV" 4 

The Shi 1 ! scholars have taken this hadith as "decisive evidence", 
on the veracity of their belief id the twelve Imams. The SunnTs 
themselves have advanced different interpretations of this hadith. One 
Interpreter thus understood this to mean that the tweJ EN will be 

simultaneous, all of whom will be laying el.iim t* » Inulership, mul ilu- 
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context is therefore one of tumult (al-Jitna).^ The various versions of 
probably this same hadith that Muslim and Abu Dawud have recorded 
say something different. Briefly, Muslim recorded a hadith to the effect 
that "this matter (i.e. the Caliphate) will not go away until Twelve 
Caliphs have come and gone. 1 ' Abu Dawud similarly recorded a hadith 
to the effect that "this religion shall remain until twelve Caliphs have 
ruled, all of them with the agreement and support of the umma^ The 
commentator of al-Bukhari, Ibn Hajar al-^Asqalani, has quoted these 
views, and reading all of them together, he thought that the reference 
therein was to the Caliphate. But this unly added to complication 
in view of the common knowledge that the approved Caliphs were 
only four, not twelve. According to Qadi ^Iyad al-Yahsubi the hadith 
"probably meant just leaders {a'hnmat al-^adl) of whom four have lived 
and the rest may emerge any time before the day of resurrection." 
This was "just the right sort of interpretation," according to Jawad 
Yasln, for its Shi'i readers with which ro vindicate their belief in 
occupation and the return of their twelfth Imam any time before the 
day of resurrection."' 

Ibn al-Jawzi surmised on the meaning of the hadith at issue 
and commented that the Prophet had probably meant twelve rulers 
excluding his Companions. It was then suggested that the hadith 
had referred to the Umayyad Caliphs, The problem here was that 
the Umayyad Caliphs, starting from Mu*awiya (d. 41 H) to Marwan 
al-Thani (d. 127 H) numbered fourteen, not twelve. Ibn al-jawzi's 
response to this was that Mu c awiya may he excluded since he was a 
Companion. Then he added that Marwan Ibn al-Hakam (d. 65 H) 
should also be excluded as he was a usurper and took office after the 
people had elected *Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr. This rather imaginative 
interpretation fitted in with the counting of the Umayyad Caliphs at 
twelve and the image that was consequently conveyed of them was that 
they were leaders who ruled with the support of the uvtma. 

This interpretation was based on several questionable assumptions 
one of which excluded the first four Caliphs from the counting 
a1lo|$ether; then it was assumed that Mu c awiya was not a usurper of 
political power; that Marwan b. al-Hakam was not to be counted as a 
Caliph; and thai ' Vbd Allah b. al-Zubayr had been conclusively elected 
m be i he Calipii 
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All of these rather weak interpretations were attempted with 
the pious yet questionable motive of upholding the reliability of the 
leading hadith collections, and also to lend support perhaps to the 
Umayyad rule. The episode sustained itself simply because the chain 
of transmitters of the hadith in question appeared sound, Al-Dukhari 
and Muslim evidently recorded it because of its ist?dd without paying 
much attention to its meaning. And then the series of apologetic 
commentaries followed suit to justify what they had done. If the true 
purpose of all hadith is to clarify and interpret the Quran and those 
aspect* of Islam that can properly be said to be the necessary part of its 
belief structure and its Shdrt^a, then the hadith we have just reviewed 
is so peripheral that it hardly merits all the speculative effort that is 
undertaken to justify it. 

This example also illustrates a situation where a certain imbalance 
that has remained unchecked at the outset has in turn recreated and 
perpetuated itself so much so that it became difficult, as rime went 
by, to set it aside, 

Another example of a question able hadith which has found its way 
into Sahih Muslim is as follows: 

Salim, the mtiwlJ (freed slave) of Abu Hudhayfa, was with Ah ft 
Hud hay fa and his family at their home. Then Abu ^udhayfa*s wife 
came to the Prophet, peace he on him, and said thai Salim had 
become iin adult and in possession of his faculties, but he still enters 
upon us (at our home), [ also think that Abu Hudhayfa does not 
like this, The Pruphet then told her: "Suckle liim and make him 
prohibited unto yourself and lhat would also dispel Abu Hudhayfa^ 
suspicion." According to another report she said: "How can I suckle 
him while he is a grown up man?" The Prophet, peace be on him, 
smiled and said: "Have you known that he is a grown up man!" 
Then I went and suckled him and it helped dispel Abu Hudhayfa's 
suspicion. 1tf 

This is evidently a strange "hadith 1 ' despite the fact that Muslim 
has recorded it on the merit of its chain of transmission* Ibn Qutayba 
akDaynurl has also commented that it is a il $ahlh hadith"/' with the 
obvious result that it is lawful for an adult male to suckle a woman's 
breast so as to establish a relationship of fosterage with her. This would 
be a wrong conclusion and the ludlth on which ii ik bused also go$i 
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against the basic principles of Islam concerning interaction between 
members of' the opposite sexes. The Sharfa proscribes even looking 
by a man at the body of a woman in order to avert the prospects of 
illicit relations between them! The correct guideline on this has been 
sel in a hadith of the Prophet where it is proclaimed that "There is nu 
fosterage after the weaning," (Id rida K ba*d al-jual) which means that 
fosterage is confined to early childhood and it discontinues afterwards. 
Yet it is even more puzzling to note another incredible suggestion by 
Ibn Qutayba to vindicate the said hadith by saying that "Salim was 
perhaps a person who had no inclination toward women.** It has been 
noted in this connection that there is no ground for recourse to this 
type of parricularisation (takhsisy™ 

Muhammad al-Ghazali has also found certain ahatlUh in the 
standard collections which are at odds with the Qur'an and the examples 
rhar he has given are put under the heading of al-ahadith al-marduda 
(rejected hadith - al-Ghazairs labelling). Included among them are: 

a. A hadith narrated by Abu Hurayra and recorded by Muslim and 
Ibn Maja where the Prophet is quoted to have said: 

1 beseech ed God for permission to grant pardon to my mother, but 
He did not granr it; then I asked for permission to visit her grave, 
and He granted mc this. 12 

Al-Ghazali then wrote that "this hadith is Shddhdh (strange) due 
to its disharmony with the noble Qur'an 1 '. God Most High said il \Vc 
do not punish until We send a Messenger" (al-Isra', 17:15) as He 
also said in the Qufan; "this is because your Lord does not unjustly 
destroy villages while its inhabitants are unaware" (al-An'Sm, 6:131), 
With reference to the Arabs, God Most High said in an address to 
the Prophet "And We did not send to them a warner before you" 
(Saba 1 , 34:44). This is confirmed further **so that you warn a people 
who have not been warned before you that they may be guided" 
(al -Sajda, 32:3). 

\ICihn/.fili concluded that the Prophet's mother lived at a time 
when there waa n<» revealed law for the pcopli of Arabia, nor was the 
Prophet'* moilu'i' warned in .m\ way, She wah therefore nor liable to 
punishment on the !».ims <>i the clear import ol ihesedyui, This is wh\ 
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the hatlith, quoted above, which disallowed the seeking of pardon for 
the mother of the Prophet is in conflict with the Qur'an. Besides a 
solitary (Akad) hadlth does not take priority over the Qur'an. "This is 
a clear conclusion without any ambiguity' 1 " 

b. In a similar vein, at-Ghazali has discussed the hadith which 
Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal has recorded in his Musnud {vol. 6, p. 269} on 
the authority of *A'isha in which she is quoted to have said: "the dyat 
concerning the punishment of stoning and the ten sucklings {which 
establish maternity on the basts of fosterage) were (written) on a piece 
of paper under the bed in my house. When the Prophet became ill. 
we became preoccupied with him, and a domestic animal (meaning a 
sheep) entered and ate it up," 

Al-Ghazali here records 'Abd Allah al-Siddiq al-GhumarPs 
observation in support of his own view to say that this is odd and 
condemned without hesitation {skadhdh, mm?kai\ aha did al-miktlra)^ 
for the idea of abrogation of the text and ruling (tmskh al-tilawa iva*l- 
hukm) of which rhis is the only known example, is impossible. And 
then the message conveyed in this hardly stands to reason and rends 
to undermine the integrity of the Quranic text, and God Most High's 
clear affirmation therein that "We sent down the remembrance and We 
shall be its preservers" (al-Hijr, 15:9).^ 

c According to a clear text of the Qur'an which does not admit any 
doubt or claim to the contrary, God Most High created the universe 
in six days, yet a hadith has been recorded to the effect that the act 
of creation took seven days and then the detail that is provided in the 
said hadlth is way out of line with the Qur'an. "Muslim, al-Nasa'i and 
others" have thus reported from Abu Hurayra that the Prophet, peace 
be on him, said: "God created the dust (of the earth) on Saturday, the 
mountains on Sunday, the trees on Monday, the evil (makruh) therein 
on Tuesday, the light on Wednesday, the animals on Thursday, and 
Adam in the evening of Friday between the W and the night fall." 2 " 

This is contrary to the clear text of the Qur'an, which is why al- 
Bukhari considered it defective and has questioned its accuracy. 

Mahmud Shaltfit is critical of what he calls a "strange phenomenon 
that has become widespread among people," which is Hit- uiirilnition 
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of tawatur to ahad'tih that do not fulfil the conditions of tamatur but 
have been included in the category of mutamaiir because of their 
diffusion and frequent occurrence in the works of the l utama\ This 
tendency has found expression tn some of the Qur'an commentaries 
and works on hadith and history. People have been affected by this 
tendency so much so that "long Lists of names of Companions and 
Followers, authors and Imams who are frequently quoted by the hadith 
transmitters are mentioned, despite the knowledge that the reports in 
question are weak and cannot stand the test of scrutiny and criticism. 
Some of these names which are enthusiastically put together arc also 
found in fabricated a hadith, yet they are quoted nevertheless ... so as 
to mislead the general public and exploit their religious sentiment/'- 6 
The proponents of this tendency try hard to show that the reports in 
question are the words of the Prophet. Since they have been quoted 
and requoted by many from a large number of Companions and 
Followers, they become tmuamdttr without any doubt. "Then anyone 
who criticises the hadith in question or scrutinises its authenticity is 
misguided and has deviated from the way of the believers." 27 

Among the causes of "this phenomenon*^ Shaltut explains, one 
may be that a particular hadith became well-known in one or two of its 
links (tabaqdi) which is then assumed for all of its links and the hadith 
is consequently labelled as mutarpatir or mmhhur without due scrutiny 
and investigation. It is also possible that a hadith has not become well- 
known at any one of the links or generations but has become the focus 
of attention by juristic or theological groups, and those who quoted 
it in support of their position labelled the hadith cither as wmkhur 
or mutawatir and their scholastic literature continued to portray it as 
Such. The fact that the hadith in question was neither of these to begin 
with was consequently ignored/* 

Story-tellers and those who occupied themselves with targhlh 
and tarhtb (encouragement and warning) and the narrators of tumults 
and upheavals (al-maMhim wai-jitan) also played a major role in the 
labelling of hadith as mutawatir and mashhur, This has happened not 
Only with n surd to doubtful ahadUh but also hadith that was neither 
sound nor acceptable in i he first place. Shaltur has in this connection 
quoied a brief si.urment of the Imam Ahmad b Manual who said ihat 
"ihm* are four ^iuhhth, whirh circulate among people in towns and 
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bazaars, which have, however, no basis at all {la asla hiha). People who 
took such ahadiih to their hearts had no knowledge of their authenticity 
nor origin and simply kept repeating them until they became popular. 
They became careless to the extent of including "weak and even 
fabricated ahaditk" and did not hesitate to designate solitary reports 
as mulQwatir^ and weak hadith as sound and Sahlh. Shaltut goes on to 
specify certain themes such as those of the makd'u dajjah splitting of 
the moon {imkiqaq al-qamar) in which weak reports have been ascribed 
the attributes of mashhfir and mutawdtir® 

Ahmad Amin wrote that the upsurge of scholarly activities during 
the early 'Abbasid period was particularly noted in the collection and 
compilation of hadith. Hadith scholars were distinguished for their 
untiring efforts to isolate the weak and doubtful from the reliable 
narrators of hadith and as a result a careful methodology of hadith 
criticism w p as developed. A certain degree of imbalance had, however, 
set in, as from the early days of this movement, between the external 
criticism {at-mtqd al-khdrijf) of the isnad of hadith in which the hadith 
scholars undoubtedly excelled, and its internal criticism {ul-naqd al- 
dakhiii). The subject matter and content of hadith were not scrutinised 
in the light of the prevailing socio-political realities. This would have 
helped ascertain the context, for example, concerning ahddtlh which 
spoke for or against the ruling dynasties or other partisan movements, 
and the pressure they might have generated. Had the hadith scholars 
undertaken internal scrutiny of the text in conjunction with these 
realities, one would have expected that much of the alleged hadith in 
the context of personality cult that praised or denigrated individuals, 
tribes, places and communities would have been verified and isolated 
at an early staged 

One other hadith that may be discussed in this connection is 
related to sectarian developments. The Prophet is thus reported to 
have said: 

My community shall be divided into seventy-three factions, one of 
them attains salvation and the rest will perish. Then it was asked: 
which is the one that attains salvation, to which the Prophet said: the 
ahi at-sumiu wal-jamii % a (i.e., the mainstream community). "Which 
one is that? it was asked again, and the Prophet said: the unc for 
which I and. my Companions siand."" 
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Najml Zanjant, himself a follower of Shi 'a Imamiyya, has quoted 
several commentators, both Sunni and Shi a, concerning: this hadith. 
He has quoted Ton Hazm al-Andalusfs Al-Fisal fil-Milal nwV- 
Ahwa' wal-Nilud {Kitab al-Iman mal-Kufr^ vol. 3, p. 138) on this 
and another hadith in which the Prophet is reported to have said 
that "the Qadariyya (the predecessors of Mu'tazila) and the Murjfa 
are the Ma}Gs (Marians) of this iwima" Ihn Hazm has stated that in 
addition to being Ahad, the chains of transmission of both of these two 
hadith reports arc defective." Abu'l-Hasan al-Ash'ari (d. 935 AD) has 
discussed at length the sects and tactions in his Maqaldt al-hiamiyyln 
and put the main factions at ten but has made no reference to this 
hadith nor to the much larger number of factions therein. JJ 

Some discrepancy has also heen noted in the text of the hadith 
under review. Al-Shatibf s version of this hadith mentions eighty-lwo 
factions {Al-tthdm^ vol. II, p. 164) instead of seventy-three, and Abfl 
Ishaq at-Isfara'ini (d. 406 H) {Muqaddimat af-Jajfir^ p. 8) has mentioned 
72 instead of 73 factions, only one of which will ^o to Paradise and 
the rest to Hell. This last report also differs from the standard version 
in respect of its prognostication of Paradise and Hell: The standard 
version only mentioned that one will achieve salvation and the rest 
will perish {halakii). Another discrepancy that is noted in the various 
versions of the hadith under review concerns the word Jirqa (faction) 
which appears in the standard version, and the word mi/la (nation) 
which occurs in al-Shatibfs Al-I^tisdm, and also in al-Baghdadi's Al- 
Fan] bayn al-Firaq, Firqa and nulla are not the same, but even if one 
accepts them as synonyms, the discrepancy in the wording of Ijadith 
in its various reports still remains/' 4 

The question also arose as to whether the hadith under review 
conflicts with the Qur'an, and the point that needs to be borne in mind 
1m iv is I hat the Qur'an emphasises unity, not factionalism. To quote 
Inn only three of the relevant verses: 

And hold firmly to the cable of God, all of you, and avoid separation 
(\\ *lmrnn, 3:103). 

Be Ktcadfant in religion and make no divisions therein. Hard is it for 
the asKot-i is m ivspond CO your call <al Shfua, 42:13). 
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Yon share nothing with those who divide in their religion and split 
off into factions (al-An'am, 6:159). ,s 

Factionalism and division into groups and sects thus stands in 
conflict with the Qur'anic emphasis on the unity of the believers. 

It is further noted that the hadith in question is not in consonance 
with historical reality, even if one tries to interpret the hadith in some 
way. Interpretation has in fact been attempted by those who maintain 
that the 73 factions refer to the main divisions or sects, but not to the 
smaller factions and sub-divisions, simply because the smaller factions 
that are known to history far exceed in numher as more than 700 of 
them have been recorded. 

The assertion that there were 73 main factions has also been 
questioned* since the main theological groups such as the Mu'tazila, 
Shi 'a, Khawarij, Murjra and Jabriyya, etc., do not exceed eight or ten 
in number and cannot by any means be put a l 73. Even a most liberal 
counting cannot take the number to 20, This is what writers such as 
al-Baghdadi, Shahrastani, Ibn Ha'/m and others have stated and the 
conclusion is that the hadith under review r does not correspond to 
historical facts. *° 

Lastly, Zanjani has also noted the tendency among Shi'i writers to 
place greater emphasis on isndd and the reliability or otherwise of the 
narrators of hadith and not enough on thai of the text and message of 
the hadith. Zanjani then discusses at length Shaykh Tusi and Sharif 
Murtada's writings and concludes that both of these writers have 
actually conveyed this message and upheld the priority of text (matn) 
over the sunn J (transmission) of hadith. 17 

It may be added in passing that the Shi a Imamiyya, who are the 
largest of the three Shi 'a groups, rely mainly on their own collections 
of hadith. Of ihe four most well-known Shi "l collections of hadith, Ai- 
Kafs by Ya'qub al-Kulaynt (d. 329 H)< is followed in order of priority by 
Ibn Hallway h a]-Qummfs (better known as al-Saduq) (d. 381 HJ, Man 
Id Yahduruh al-Faqlh and Ai-Tahdhib^ as well as ai-htihur by Shaykh 
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi (d. 460 H), AI-Kdfi is the Shi 'i equivalent of Al- 
Bukhil rt and contains 1 6, 1 9^ ahadTlh, whereas al-Qummi has compiled 
5,963 ahddlih. M-Tuhdhlb is the next largest of the tout collections 
containing 13,590 aiuWthy and Al-htibsur hu» recorded 5,511 uhiUlth. 
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The Shl'i understanding of hadlth also differs somewhat to that of 
their Sunni counterparts in that the Shi '"is include the sayings of their 
recognised twelve Imams in the general body of hadfth. Two of these 
Imams who feature must prominently in this connection are the fifth 
and the sixth Imams, Muhammad al-Haqir and Ja'far al-Sadit|« w 

Shi 1 ! scholars have also expressed reservations over the existence 
of questionable materials in their hadtrh collections as well as over the 
reliability o(Ahdd hadith in religious matters. They have on the whole 
maintained that all the obligatory duties of Islam and its injunctions 
concerning faith and % WHd$ need ro be proven as a matter of certainty 
either by the authority of the Qur'an or the authentic Sunna of the 
Prophet. The Ahad hadlth can only establish a probability which 
falls below the level of certainty; it can establish a decisive ruling of 
the SharVa only when it can find confirmation and support in the 
Qur'an* 

The definition of Ahad hadlth in SIim jurisprudence ts not 
different from its Sunni definition. Ahad is thus a hadith which has 
not reached the level of continuous testimony or tawdiur even if it is 
narrated bv several narrators, sav five or six, but still falls below the level 
of Aluftupalir. Only the MtUawiitircan establish positive knowledge on 
its own. There may be some differences of opinion among individual 
Shi*] scholars on the authority of 'Ahad ', yet the majority Shi'i opinion 
is that no one may take a decisive stand in matters of religion on the 
basis only of Ahad hadlth unless there be supportive circumstantial 
evidence to confirm its authenticity and truth.*' 

Yiisuf ai-Qaradawi has drawn attention to weak ahadith in the 
category especially of encouragement and warning {al-larghlh wai- 
laihtb) that do not, on the wholes contain specific rulings {ahhdm) but 
are nevertheless a cause for concern. This is because the 'ulania' of 
hadith have generally been less critical of this type of hadiih, which 
I lis in turn tended to undermine the reliability of hadith generally. 
Although the 'ultima' of hadlth have specified certain conditions for 
admissibility of this type of hadith, even so, an uncritical acceptance 
"I such hadlth can be seen in books and chapters on moral teachings, 
Npirif utility and mysticism. 41 Al-Qaradawi then draws attention to the 
fuel thai works on Qur'an exegesis (tajslr) are also not free of weak 
ImJiili .uitl tun forgeries on such themes as superiority and virtue of 
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the chapters and verses of the Qur'an. Even though much work has 
been done by leading scholars who have either isolated such ahadllh 
or declared them null and void, Qur'an commentators **such as al- 
Zamakhshari, al-Tha alibi, al-Baydawi, Isma'll Haqqi and others have 
persisted in quoting fabrications in the name of hadith - asarru *ald 
ikhrdj ai-hadilh al-makdhub"* 1 Ai-Qaradawi also refers to al-Alusi, 
the author of another well-known Tafslr (i.e. Ruh ul-Baydtt) who 
openly comes out (at the end of his commentary on sura al-Tawba) 
in defence of al-Zamakhshari and al-Baydawi, saying that the akdtHth 
on preaching and warning- are either sound, weak, or fabricated. If 
they are sound, there is not an issue to address, but if they are weak 
of isndd then "the muhaddithun have agreed that weak hadith may be 
acted upon in regard to targkib and larhjb..". Even with reference 
tu fabricated hadith, al-Alusi takes a surprisingly weak position and 
tends to vindicate those who spoke in support of the superiority and 
virtues of the verses of the Qur'an; they may have resorted to tying 
but if their purpose was to encourage people to the path of God and 
adherence to tlis laws, then this may be said to be a permissible form 
of lying. This is the upshot of a long passage that al-Qaradawi has 
quoted concerning al-Alusi's exegesis and then followed it with the 
following remark: "This is very strange coming from a person who 
counts himself among commentators of the Book of God, Some have 
also described him as a faqih and mult. What kind offish is this where 
all one finds is ignorance of the very fundamentals of what is upheld 
by the *iilamd' of distinction?"" Al-Qaradawi then quotes a number 
of prominent t uiamd 1 including al-Bukhari and Muslim, as well as Ibn 
Hazm al-Zahiri, Ibn Rajab al-Hanball and the Maliki lbn al- c Arabl 
as well as modern experts on hadTth, Ahmad Muhammad Shakir and 
Muhammad Nasir aJ-Din al-Albam - all to the effect that hadith of all 
kinds is subject to the same requirements of authenticity and standards 
of scrutiny, regardless as to whether its subject matter is concerned 
with moral teachings or the ahkdtn, and that only die Safuh and Hasan 
hadith may be accepted. 

In the concluding remarks in his book Kayfa Nttta*dm<il Ma 1 a 
ai-Sunna ai-Nabawtyya {How should we treat the Sunna of the 
Prophet) al-Qaradawi has stressed the need for compilation of no less 
than three encyclopaedias on haduh The first of these is to compile 
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a comprehensive encyclopaedia on the narrators of hadith (mawstl^ 
skdmila ii-rijal al-kadilh) and their biographies which is inclusive 
and exhaustive of all of the hadith narrators, Anyone who has been 
described and identified, whether as trustworthy or weak, including 
even the fabricators and liars should be included, 

A second encyclopaedia is then proposed for the textual subject 
matter of hadlth, including their chains of transmission, whether one 
or more. The work should again be comprehensive and exhaustive of 
all hadith that is attributed to the Prophet, everything in the Sunna 
thar is available in documented materials from the beginning down to 
the latter third of the fifth century of the hijra + 

Al-Qaradawi continued to propose the third of his thrce-ticred 
proposal which brings to a conclusion and represents the basic objective 
of the first two projecrs. The third encyclopaedia that is proposed 
here is devoted exclusively to the Sahth and IJasan ahddtth, which are 
derived from the other two collections proposed above in accordance 
with the strict and scientific criteria that have been kid down for this 
purpose by the leading; hadith scholars and researchers of the past, and 
those among contemporary experts that enjoy the trust and confidence 
of the umma. 

The three encyclopaedias that are proposed, al-Qaradawi added, 
should be compiled with the new methods of classification and should 
have a comprehensive index. They should be compiled in line with the 
overriding objective of providing the basic fools and a source of benefit 
for research in all spheres of religion^ social sciences and humanities, 
and practically all areas of knowledge that are addressed by the Sunna, 
\11 of this should be done witft the aid of modern facilities, especially 
the computer, which is now a source of great benefit and enables the 
con temporary generation to aim at levels of accomplishment that 
their predecessors were not able to achieve, nor even to think of 
achieving. 44 

I laving advanced these proposals, al-Qaradawi then expresses the 
hope that the Centre for Research in Sunna and Sira (CRSS) (Markaz 
Buhuth al-Sunna wal-Sira) of Qatar, of which al-Qaradawi himself is 
l he Director, will be able to cooperate with similar other institutions 
imviifd making ihese proposals a reality. 45 In an earlier reference to 
i In need to isolate the Sahth and Hasan hadith from the weak hadith. 
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al-Qaradawi noted that "this was what actually prompted me to compile 
a verified compendium (af-Atwitaqa) of Sahth and Hasan ahddlth in 
two volumes that was published by the CRSS of Qatar/' This work 
seems to be confined, however, to the study of a particular collection, 
namely that of at-Mundhiri's Al-Targklb mil-Tarhtl) and does not, as 
such, address the wider proposals that al-Qaradawf has advanced on 
the compilation of encyclopaedias of hadith."' 

Al-Qaradawi ends the two- page conclusion of his book with 
yet another suggestion which is that the Sutma is in need of "new 
commentaries {al-Sunna ft haja ila shuruh jadula) so as to clarify the 
facts, elucidate the complexities, and rectify the concepts, refute 
the doubts and false attributions." All of this should be written in 
the current language of the people and address their contemporary 
concerns.' 7 He refers in this connection to Qur'an commentaries that 
have been written by some of the prominent ^ularna of the twentieth 
century such as Muhammad Rashid Rida, Jamal al-Din al-Qasimi, 
Tahir b. 'Ashur, Abifl A*la Mawdudi, Sayyid Qutb and Mahmud 
Shaltiit, whose valuable endeavours advanced the knowledge of the 
QuVan to a new stage. This is also needed, al-Qaradawi adds, with 
regard to the Sunnu, especially with reference to al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. Although some efforts have already been made by the 'tt/amd' 
of India and Pakistan who wrote commentaries on the four works of 
Sunna, but "they are on the whole dominated by the imitative trend of 
conventional methods and do not address the concerns of contemporary 
minds."* 

The present writer believes that the methodology that 
the ! ultima' of hadith have developed for the authentication of 
hadith is basically adequate, although new methods of research, 
documentation and classification that are now available due to better 
facilities could be utilised to great advantage. If a new project along 
the lines suggested above were to be undertaken, the work that is 
proposed would be mainly in the nature of sifting through, critical 
evaluation, and consolidation of the existing compilations of hadith. 
The hadith critics and writers on Mamdu l at have already carried 
out works which would facilitate the task to some extent. But once 
again since the Mum/tfaf were themselves compiled long after al- 
Bukhari and Muslim, ilu\ remain unconsolidated and separate, It 
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may therefore be worthwhile to propose that a panel of experts in 
hadith, tafstr, history, and/?V/6 should be set up, within the framework 
of the Organisation of Islamic Conference or such other national or 
international bodies as might be able and interested to undertake 
the proposed task. Once a project is created, along the lines of al- 
Qaradawfs suggestions, and assigned for implementation, it would be 
in order to suggest that the panel of experts take into consideration 
the prevailing conditions and realities of the Muslim community, 
especially in the sphere of legal injunctions (ahkdm) and the need 
for uniformity and consensus on the basis of a comprehensive and 
conveniently accessible collection of hadith. This might mean a 
separate collection of ahadxlh al-ahkdm that could be utilised as a 
reference work on Sharfa-rciated themes by jurists, legislators and 
judges. My own proposal on this, which I made at an International 
Conference on hadith (held by the University of London's School 
of Oriental and African Studies in 1998) was basically focused on a 
critical review and consolidation of the existing collections with a 
view to compiling an abridged and purified version of the reliable 
hadith from the six major collections. I had occasion to reflect on that 
proposal further and find that the two proposals are different only 
on minor points, I am now unifying my proposal with al-Qaradawi's 
suggestions with respect to the encyclopaedic collections that he 
suggested on hadith. This is evidently a wider proposition and would 
naturally require greater allocation of resources and commitment, yet 
1 now feci that a thorough review and comprehensive approach along 
the lines al-Qaradawi has suggested is preferable and would naturally 
command greater credibility. This is truly a challenging task but it is 
necessary if one is to hope for setting aside, hopefully once and for 
all, the incessant controversy that has persisted over the authenticity 
of hadith and accuracy of its text, message and purpose. If I were 
to suggest an adjustment in the conventional methodology of hadith 
criticism, it would be to pay balanced attention to the verification of 
both the tsndd and main, and not to the one at the expense of the 
< it her. Greater attention would thus have to be paid to the question 
Of internal harmony between the Summ itself and then of the Sunna 
(VJth the (Jur'fln, and also the broad and general principles of Skari*a 
ih. ii arc derived from the overall reading of these sources. 
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As for the reference al-Qaradawi has made to the need for 
commentaries and hermeneurics on hadith that seek to advance 

■ 

the understanding of hadfih from the viewpoint of contemporary 
conditions, this should be taken into consideration as a step beyond 
the compilation of the suggested encyclopaedic works, in conjunction 
perhaps with the specialised collection I proposed on legal akddith. But 
the actual writing of such commentaries should, for practical reasons 
of not diluting the focus of the main project, not be made a part of the 
basic project on hadith compilation. This second proposal may be the 
kind of work that expert institutions of higher learning and individual 
scholars can take up over a longer period, or even be made the subject 
of a new project after the proposed encyclopaedic works have been 
accomplished. The wider project that is undertaken as a result should 
naturally draw on the best expertise and resources as are available at the 
dawn of the 2 1st century so that it becomes a source of inspiration and 
invigorated learning for the generations of Muslims to come- It would, 
in my opinion, be an act of outstanding academic and spiritual merit 
and a most valuable service that Islamic scholarship can give to the 
umma of the 21 st century. What is proposed to be undertaken in this 
way would hear credible resemblance to the third Caliph 'Uthman's 
initiative so long ago for the authentication of the text of the Qur'an and 
the decision which he consequently took to validate only the authentic 
text to the exclusion of all the variant versions of the Holy Book. 
For the purpose solely of uniformity, the Caliph actually issued orders 
that all the variant versions of the Qur'an be burnt and destroyed. 
Depending on the nature of the result, participation and support that 
is realised for this project, one may even be able, in due course, to 
invoke the support of general consensus (ijma) for it provided that the 
explicit approval of the learned councils, academies, and individuals in 
the Muslim world is duly solicited and obtained. 



